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II^rTEODUCTION. 



/^F late years there have been put into the hands of our 
^^ American students many excellent modern texts to 
supplement, if not supplant, the older classics in the earlier 
stages of the study of German. There are many strong 
reasons in favor of this movement, which, however, need 
not be insisted on here. In presenting the following selec- 
tions fromRosegger's Waldheimatf the editor feels persuaded 
that he introduces an artist of exceptional charm and power, 
simple yet stroijg and transcendently skillful in his diction. 
Rosegger is unhampered by what the Germans denominate 
"tendenziose Eichtung." His art is directed simply and 
solely to the portrayal and the interpretation of the life 
about him, and he accomplishes his task with all the self- 
confidence and certainty of the born genius. His is a 
healthy, sympathizing, genial nature, rooted and nourished 
in the traditions of the past. He occasionally jibes good- 
humoredly at that past, yet never ungratefully. He is a 
lover of nature ; his native mountains and mountaineers 
— the one in a garb of larches and firs, and the other in 
the Loden (coarse woolen cloth) — never weary him nor 
us. A true poet, he penetrates to the inner core of life 
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• 

and effects his unavowed and, perhaps, unconscious pur- 
pose to quicken the reader to the sentiment of human 
solidarity and brotherhood. 

The objections that might be urged against Eosegger's 
writings, that they are local or provincial, are, in reality, 
high praise. Tor, as just stated, the substratum of his art 
is human nature, common to all of us. It is only the set- 
ting, the framework which is to be characterized as " local " 
or provincial. And through this the American student 
catches glimpses of Old World life amounting, veritably, 
to a revelation. Similarly to Berthold Auerbach in his 
Schwarzwdlder Dorfgeschichten or to Fritz Renter, in his 
stories of Mecklenburg life, our author has struck a chord, 
responded to by readers everywhere. Just as the painter 
with brush and pigment reproduces the ideals of his inner- 
most consciousness, so the poet or novelist is at his best 
when he gives forth the precipitate, so to speak, of his 
own life experiences. It must be admitted that, in thus 
circumscribing himself, the artist narrows his field, but he 
gains a directness and an intensity wholly peculiar and 
true. Nor does such restriction detract from the general 
acceptability of his art. For the mind of the reader delights 
in discovering universality under the guise of individuality. 
This is largely the secret of literary excellence. That which 
distinguishes the writer of Dorfgeschichten from his more 
ambitious co-laborer in other literary fields is rather the 
choice of subject, and the purpose to illustrate a common 
human nature in the lowlier walks of life. 
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Petbi Kettenfeier Eosegger was bom on July 31, 
1843, at Alpel near Krieglach, Steiermark (Styria). His 
parents were in somewhat straightened circumstances, 
scarce able to wrench even comparative prosperity from 
their small acres. His mother, the daughter of a char- 
coal burner, herself an expert in her father's occupation, 
was a truly poetic, healthy soul, endowed with generous 
impulses and ardent sympathies. In tracing Eosegger's 
ancestry one is involuntarily reminded of Goethe's charac- 
terization of his mother ; 

" Vom Miltterchen [hab ich] die Frohnatur 
Und Lust zu fabulieren." 

Our author, speaking of his mother, says ; " Das Beste in 
mir — ich habe es von ihr. Sie hatte in sich eine ganze 
Welt voU Poesie." He remembers with gratitude and 
relates with pride the pleasurable rewards he was wont to 
receive from her in his boyhood — some song sung, or story 
told, to brighten his young life. The future poet's early 
experiences and observations were cultivated and fostered 
by this guardian angel and he was thus enabled to rise 
somewhat out of his narrow and narrowing surroundings. 
At the age of seventeen, in 1860, he was apprenticed to a 
tailor (cf. **Mein Meister — der Natz," p. 58) and not until 
1865 were the possibilities of education placed within his 
reach. During the four years of his apprenticeship, he 
worked, as he tells us in the preface to Waldheimat, in 
sixty-seven different houses. In Austria it is still the 
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custom for tradespeople to pass from house to house, install 
themselves for days or weeks as members of the family 
and there and then to make tlie family's supply of shoes 
or clothing or other articles. These sixty-seven houses 
were the high-school in which Eosegger learned to know 
the peasantry which furnish the material for his art and 
the source of his inspiration. 

About Christmas, 1864, Dr. A. V. Svoboda, the editor of 
the Tagespost in Graz, to whom the young writer had sub- 
mitted some of his work, interested himself in the young 
nature-poet and, with the assistance of other friends, not- 
ably of Franz Dawidowsky, the director or head-master of 
the academy at Graz, Eosegger was enabled to enter upon 
a course of study in the institution mentioned. So meagre 
had been his opportunities, that his private tutor was 
obliged to give him preparatory instruction in orthography 
and arithmetic. 

Rosegger's literary career since 1869, has been signally 
successful. As already stated, his writings are largely 
the reflections of his own experiences, somehow generalized 
and idealized, yet engrafted upon a most stubborn realism. 
He runs through the entire gamut of our emotions. At times 
he exhibits the most exquisite pathos, at others the kindli- 
est, cheeriest humor ; now rises before him the awfulness 
of a souFs agony, now the grandeur of the unchained, 
devastating elements. But whatever be the situation, 
he touches the popular heart. Says BommtlUer: "His 
[Rosegger's] writings have awakened everywhere the 
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INTRODUCTION. IX 

mightiest response and rightly so. There stirs in them 
the purest Alpine air, the freshest breath of nature and 
of an original, healthy humanity, and over it all there 
hovers the magic of a diction admirably adapted to 
every thought." 

Trusting that the following pages will justify this high 
praise in the minds of both students and teachers of Ger- 
man, I submit them with such helps and suggestions as 
seemed requisite for entering Eosegger's world. 

LAURENCE FOSSLER. 
The University of Nebraska, 
Aug. 10, 1894. 
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LIST OF EOSEGGEE^S WOEKS, 
in 28 Yols. 

Das Buck der Novellen. 3 Bande. 

Die Schriften des Waldschulmeisters. 

Sonderlinge aws dem Volke der Alpen, 

Die Alpler, 

Volksleben in Steiermark. 

Heidepeter^s Gabriel. 

Waldheimat. 2 Bande. 

Feierabende: Sommerdbende. Winterabende, 

Am Wanderstabe. 

Sonntagsruhe, 

Dorfsiinden, 

Meine Ferien. 

Der GoUsucher. 

Neue Waldgeschichten. 

GeschicIUenbuch des Wanderers, 2 Bande. 

Bergpredigten. 

Hohenfeuer, Neue Geschichten aus den Alpen. 

Allerfiand Leute. 

Jakob der Letzte. Eine Waldbauemgeschichte aus unseren Tagen. 

Martin der Mann. Eine Erzahlung. 

Der Schelm aus den Alpen, Allerlei Geschichten und Gestalten, 

Schwanke und Schnurren. 2 Bande. 
Hoch vom Dachstein. Geschichten und Schildereien aus Steiermark. 
Allerlei Menschliches. 
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*t/^tnbc3jcit unb ^inbcS^cim! 

^^ ©3 ift baS altc 2icb t)om ^atabicfc. @§ gicbt ©cmtttct, 
benen biefeS ^arabieS nimmct DCtlotcn ift, unb n)dre a\x6) Idngft 
bic ©time gefurd^t r>ox ©otgen, baS §aar gebleid^t t)ot 2llter; 
in benen baS SReid^ ©otteS fortn)a^rt unb in ber ©rinnening 6 
nod) teinet unb l^etriid^et erfle^t, al3 eS in bet SBitflid^Ieit ie 
fein lonnte ; abet ^inbet finb $oetcn unb — umgele^tt. @3 
ift eine wunbetbate ©igenfd^aft unfetet ©eele — einc ©put bet 
©ottlid^feit — ba^ xoxx in bet SRegel t)etgangeneS Ungemad^ 
unfd^roet ju t)etgejfen pflegen, roa^tenb baS Idngft t)etbliil^te lo 
©d^one unb 2lngene^me bet ©tinnetung tteu bleibt unb alfo 
abgefonbett von ben ©d^IadEen bet aiHtdglid^feit cine ibealc, 
unx)etganglid^e 3Belt in unS aufbaut. 

SBit nennen jene 5Wenfd^en jroat SCtaumet, in benen bie 
SSetgangen^eit eine gto^ete SloUe fpielt, als bie ©egenroatt, is 
\a, als bie ^lane unb §offnungen filt bie S^funft. 2)ie 
SSetgangenl^eit ift abgefd^Iojfen unb fettig, fte ftel^t unS al§ ein 
©anjeS gegenilbet» ©ie ift ein SCtaum, unb bod^ fage id^, fie 
ift ba3 teeHfte ©ut, roeil eS unroanbelbat ift unb nid^t oetloten 
fein fann, fo lange bie ©eele lebt. ... 20 
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36) ^abc im ©runbc fcinc fd^led^tc erj^ic^ung gcnofjcn, fonbcm 
piclmc^r %ax tcinc. SBar id) cin bracks, frommcS, foIg= 
fames, anftcHigcS Kinb, f o lobtcn mid^ mcinc eitcm ; roar id) 
baS ©cgcnteil, fo ganftcn fie mid^ berb auS. 2!)a3 Sob t^at 
mir faft aUejeit tDO^I, unb x6) ^atte babei bad @efu^l/ aid & 
ob id) in bie Sdnge ginge, tDeit mand^e ^inber rote ^flanjen 
finb, bie nut bei ©onnenjd^ein fd^Ianf road^fen. 

5Kun roar mein 3Satcr abcr ber 2lnftd^t, ba^ id^ nid^t aDein 
in bie Sange, fonbem aud^ in bie Srcite road^fen miifje, unb 
bafur fei ber @mft unb bie ©trenge gut. lo 

^eine Gutter ^atte nid^tg aid Siebe. Siebe braud^t teine 
5Red^tfertigung, abcr bie 5Kutter fagte: roo^Igeartete Kinber 
roilrben burd^ ©trenge leid^t oerborben, bie ©trenge beprfe 
ben in ber 3wgenb ftets oor^anbenen SBiberjprud^dgeift, roeil 
fie i^m fort unb fort neue 5Ra^rung gebe. 6r fd^Iummere jroar 15 
lange, fo ba^ eS ben 2lnfd^ein l^abe, bie ©trenge roirfe gUnftig, 
aber fei baS Kinb nur erft erroad^fen, bann t^rannifiere e§ jene, 
oon benen eS in feiner §iIfloftgfeit felbft t^rannifiert roorben 
fei. §ingegen lege bie liebeooUe Se^anblung ben SBiber= 
fprud^Sgeift fd^on beijeiten la^m; Kinber^erjen feien roie 20 
SBad^S, ein ©tUtf SBad^s lafje ftd^ nur urn bie ginger roidtein, 
roenn eS erroarmt fei. 
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4 Xlm'^ SBaterroort. 

aJlcin aSatct mod^te bctjclbcn 3lnfid^t fcin, aUcin cr t)ct= 
ftanb cS nid^t, feincr SBarmc unb Siebc 2luSbrutf ju gcben; 
bet aD' fciner 3Jlilbe ^attc bcr mit 3lrbcit unb ©orgen belabene 
3Jlann cin ftiUcS, ernfteS Sfficfen ; feinen rcid^en §umot lic^ ct t)or 

6 mix crp fpater fpiclcn, als cr oermuten fonntc, ba^ x6) gcnug 
SKcnfci^ gcrootbcn fei, urn bcnfelben aufjunc^mcn. 3n ben 
Sa^ren, ba id) baS crftc 35u$cnb §ofcn jcrri^, gab cr ftd^ nid^t 
juft t)tcl mit mir ab, au^cr roenn id^ ctroaS UnbraocS angcftcHt 
^ttc, in biefcm gaHc lic^ cr fcine ©trengc roalten. ©cine 

10 ©trcnge unb meinc Strafe beftanb gcroo^nlid^ barin, ba^ cr vox 

mx6) ^intrat unb mir mit fd^aUcnben, gomigen SBorten mcinen 

gc^Ier Dor^ielt unb bic ©trafe anbeutete, bie id^ ©crbient ^attc. 

3d^ ^attc mid^ bcim 2lu§brud^c ber ©rregung aUcmal x>ox 

ben 3Sater ^ingcftcHt, roar mit nicbcr^angenbcn 3lrmcn roic 

16 t)erftcinert t)or i^m fte^en gebliebcn unb l^atte i^m roa^renb bc§ 
^cftigen 3Scrn)cife§ unt)crn)anbt in fein jomigeS 2lngcfid^t 
gcfd^aut. 3d^ bereute in mcinem S'^"^^" ^^^ %^^Ux ftetS, id^ 
l^atte ba§ bcutlid^e ©cfii^I bcr ©d^ulb, abcr id^ crinncre mid^ 
an6) an cine anbcrc ©mpfinbung, bic mid^ bei fold^cn ©traf= 

20 prcbigten iibcrfam: cS roar cin cigcnartigeS Sittem in mir, 
cin 9lci3= unb Suftgcfiil^I, roenn baS ®onnerroetter fo rcd^t auf 
mid^ niebcrging. @S famen mir bic St^rancn in bic 2lugcn, 
jic riejelten mir iibcr bie SBangen, abcr id^ ftanb roic cin 
Saumlein, fd^aute ben 3Satcr an unb l^attc cin uncrllarlid^cS 

25 aSol^Igcfii^I, baS in bcm 3Ka^c roud^S, jc Ifinger unb je au^- 
brutfSooDcr mcin 3Sater vox mir rocttcrtc. 

SBcnn l^icrauf Sffiod^cn t)orbeigingcn, ol^ne ba^ id^ ctroaS 
l^eraufbcfd^roor, unb mein aSater immcr giitig unb ftiD an mir 
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Dodlbetfd^titt, begann in ntir aOmal^lid^ toieber bev 3)¥ang ju 
ertoad^en unb }u reifen, ettoag anjufteOen, tDuS ben SSateT in 
2Sut bringc. ®aS gcjd^al^ nid^t, urn x\)n ju argcm, bcnn id^ 
^atte il^n Uberaug lieb; eg gefd^a^ gen)i^ nid^t aug 93oSl^eit/ 
fonbern auS einem anbem ©tunbe, befjen id^ ntir bamalS nid^t s 
berou^t war. 

®a roar eS einmal am l^eiligen S^riftabenb. ®er SSater 
^attc ben ©ontmer guoor in 3JlariajeH ein fd^roarjeS Erujifijlcin 
gelauft, an roeld^cm ein auS S5Iei gegofjener gl^riftuS unb bie 
auS bemfelbcn 3KateriaI gebilbeten aJlarterroerljeuge l^ingen. lo 
2)iefeS §eiligtum roar in 3Serroal^rnng geblieben bis auf ben 
S^riftabenb, an roeld^em e§ mein 3Sater au^ einem ©eroanb- 
faften l^erDorna^m unb auf bad $au3altdrd^en fteOte. 3<^ 
nal^m bie ©tunbe roa^r, ba meine 6ltern unb bie iibrigen 
Seute nod^ brau^en in ben SBirtjd^aftSgcbaubcn unb in ber is 
M6)t ju fd^affen l^atten, um bas ^ol^e geft t)orjubereiten, id^ 
na^m baS Erugifijlein mit ©efa^r meincr geraben ©Heber t)on 
ber SBanb, l^otfte mid^ bamit in ben Dfenroinfel unb begann 
eS ju t)erberben. ©S roar mir eine gang feltfame Suft, als id^ 
mit meinem 2^ajd^enmcffer juerft bie Seiter, bann bie S^^gc 20 
unb ben §ammcr, ^ernad^ ben §a^n beS ^etrus unb juleftt 
ben lieben S^riftuS t)om ^reuje lofte. 3)ie 2^eile lamen mir 
nun getrennt oici interefjanter vox als friil^er im ®anitn; 
\>o6) ic|t, ba id^ fertig roar, bie 2!)inge roiebcr jufammcnfe^en 
rooDte, aber nid^t tonnte, fUl^Ite id^ in ber Sruft eine §i^e 25 
auffteigen, auS^ meinte id^, e§ roiirbe mir ber §als jugebunben. 
— SBenn'S nur beim 2lu3fd^elten bleibt bieSmal . . . ? — 
Sroar fagte id^ mir: ©as fd^roarje Kreuj ifl je^t fd^oner als 
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frii^cr; in bet ^ol^cnroangcr KapcDc ftcl^t aud^ ein fd^roarjcS 
Krcuj, TOO nid &tg b'ran j ft, unb gc^cn bod^ bie Scute \)xn, ju 
beten. Unb roer btaud^t gu SBei^nad^ten eincn gefreujigten 
§engott ? ®a mu^ er in ber Srippe liegen, fagt bet ^fattet. 
6 Unb baS xoitL id^ madden. 

3d^ bog bcm bleietnen gl^ttftus bie Seine Itumm unb bie 
3ltme Ubet bie Stuft unb legte i^n in bas 5Rd^fotbd^en bet 
aJluttet unb fteHte jo mein Ktipplein auf ben §auSaUat, 
rod^tenb id^ baS Steuj in bem ©tto^ beS eitetnbetteS oet= 
10 batg, nid^t bebenfenb, ba^ bag ^btbd^en bie ^teugabnal^me 
oettaten miifle. 

2)a3 ©ejd^itf etfuDte ftd^ balb. 2)ie SKuttet bemetfte eS 
guetft, n)ie nattifd^ bod^ ^eute bet 5Ka^fotb ju ben $eiligen= 
bilbetn ^inauffame? 
15 „3Bem ift benn baS gtugifijiein ba oben im SBeg gewefen ?" 
ftagte gleid^jeitig mein SBatet. 

3^ P««i> ^^voa^ abjeits unb mit root^juJUlute vok einem 

®utftigen, bet je^t ftatfen aJl^ttl^enroein ju ttinfen ftiegen 

foUte. . ^n\>t^ mal^nte mid^ eine abfonbetlid^e Seflemmung, 

20 je^t roomoglid^ nod^ roeitet in ben §intetgtunb ju tteten. 

3Kein 3Satet ging ouf mid^ ju unb ftagte foft bejd^eibentlid^, 

ob id^ nid^t wifje, too ba§ Ktcuj ^in^efommen jei ? 2!)a fteHte 

id^ mid^ jd^on letjengetabe oot i^n l^in unb fd^aute i^m in'S 

©efid^t. @t roiebetl^olte jeine ^tage, id^ roieS mit bet §anb 

25 gegen baS Settftto^, eS lamen bie 2:^tanen, abet id^ glaube, 

ba^ id^ feinen 9Kunbn)infel oetjogen l^abe. 

®et 3Satet fud^te baS SBetbotgene l^etoot unb roat nid^t 

^- jotnig, nut iibenafd^t, als et bie aJli^l^anblung be3 §eiligtum3 
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fa^. 3Rcin 3SctIangcn nad^ bcm SK^nJ^enwcin ftcigcrtc fid^. 
2)et 3Satet ftcHtc ba§ fa^Ic 6rujifijlctn auf ben Stifd^. „5Kun 
fe^c id^ wo^I," fagtc er mit allcr ©elafjcn^eit unb langtc 
feinen §ut t)om Slagcl, „5lun fe^c x6) voof)l, er mu^ enblid^ 
ted^tjd^affen geftraft werben. SBenn einmal ber 6^rifti=§engott 5 
ni^t ft^er ge^t\ . . ! Sleib' mir in ber ©tube, mh' !" ju^r 
er m\6) finfter^ unb ging bann jur S^^iire l^inauS. 

„©pring' i^m nad^ unb fd^* jum Sitten!" rief mir bic 
5Kutter ju, „er ge^t Sirfcnruten abfd^neiben." 

3d^ roar roie an ben Soben gcfd^miebet. ©ra^lid^ tiar fa^ lo 
id^, vocL^ nun liber mid^ fommen roiirbe, aber id^ roar au|er 
ftonbe, ojid^ nur einen ©d^ritt gu meiner 2lbroe^r 5U madden, 
^inber finb in fold^en gaHen l^aufig einer 3Rad^t unterroorfen, 
bie id^ nid^t ©genfinn ober Sroft nennen mod^te, e^er Se= 
^arrungSjroang ; ein ©eelenframpf, ber fid^ am e^eften felbft 15 
loft, fobalb i^m nid^ts 3lnfpannenbe§ me^r entgegengefteHt 
roirb. 35ie SKutter ging i^rer 2lrbeit na^, in ber abenblid^ 
bunfelnben ©tube ftanb id^ aHein unb t)or mir auf bem Stifd^ 
baS t)erftiimmelte Erujiftj. §eftig erfd^ral id^ t)or jebem 
©erdujd^. ^m alten U^rlaften, ber bort an ber SBanb bis 20 
gum gupoben nieberging, raffelte baS ©eroid^t ber ©d^roarj= 
rodlber=lll^r, roeld^e bie fiinfte ©tunbe jd^Iug. ©nblid^ ^orte 
id^ braufeen auS^ baS ©d^nee=2lbfIopfen von ben ©d^u^en, eS 
roaren beS SSaterS S^ritte. 3llS er mit bem Sirfenjroeig in bie 
©tube trat, roar id^ Derjd^rounben. 25 

@r ging in bie Kiid^e unb fragte mit roilb l^erauSgefto^ener 
©timme, roo ber Sub fei ? ©§ begann im §aufe ein ©ud^en, 
in ber ©tube rourben baS Sett unb bie SBinlel unb baS 
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©cficbcl burd^ftobett, in ber 5Kcbcnfamnter, im Dbcrbobcn 

^ortc x6) jte l^crwmgcl^cn, x6) f)'6xit bic Sefel^lc, man mogc 

in ben ©taHcn bic gutterlrippcn unb in ben ©d^eunen $eu 

W>^^ unb ©Iro^ burd^forfd^en, man moge dud^ in ben @jad^en 

^ 5 l^inauSge^en unb ben ^uhtn nut ftradts vox ben 3Sater bringen 

— biefen g^riftabenb foUe er ftd^ fUr fein Sebtag merfen ! 

— 3lber fie fe^rtcn unoerrid^teter Singe juriitf. S^^i ^ned^te 

rourben nun in bie 5Kad^barjd^aft gejd^itft, abet meine SKuttet 

' rief, roenn id^ etroa pi einem 5Rad^bar ilber gelb unb SBalb 

10 gegangen fei, fo miiffe id^ \a erfrieren, e§ fei mein gopplein 

unb mein §ut in ber ©tube. S)aS fei bod^ ein red^teS 6lenb 

— mit .ben fiinbem ! 

©ie gingen bat)on, baS iQau^ rourbe faft leer unb in ber 
finftern ©tube fa^ man nid^ts mc^r als bie grauen 3Sieretfe 

15 ier ?5enfter. 3^ Ss^ iwi U^rfaften unb !onnte burd^ bie 

gugen beSjelben l^ert)orgudten, ®urd^ baS 2:i^urd^en, roeld^eS 

fiir baS 3lufjie^en beS Ul^rroerfeS angebrad^t roar, ^atte id^ 

mid^ ^ineingejroangt unb inner^alb beg SSerfd^lageS l^inab^ 

gelafjen, \o ba^ id^ nun im U^rfaften ganj aufred^t ftanb. 

20 ^aS id^ in bicfem SBerftcdc fur 2lngft auSgeftanben Isabel 

' ^ S)a^ eS fein jute^ 6nbe ne|[men lonnte, \a1) id) voxau^, unb 

bafe bie t)on ©tunbe ju ©tunbe road^jenbe 3lufregung baS 

(gnbe t)on ©tunbe ju ©tunbe gefd^rlid^er madden mu^te, roar 

mir aud^ flar. 3^ perroiinjd^te ben 5Ka^forb, ber mi^ anfangS 

25 oerratcn l^atte, id^ oerroiinfd^te bag grujifijiein — meinen 

Seid^tjtnn ju t)erroiinfd^en, ©ergafe id^. ©S gingen ©tunben 

— I^in, id^ blieb in meinem aufred^tftel^enben ©arge unb fd^on 
fa^ mir ber ©ifenjapfen be§ U^rgeroid^teS auf bem ©d^eitel 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



Um'g SSatetiDOVt. 9 

unb id) mu^te mid^ roomoglid^ nieberbrudcn, foHtc ba§ 
©te^enbleibcn ber U^r nid^t 2liila^ gum Slufgie^en berfelben 
unb jomit ju nteincr ©ntbcdung gcben. 35enn enblid^ waren 
meine ©Item in bie 6tu6c gefommen, fatten 2i6)t gemad^t 
unb nteinetwcgen ei nen @t reit begonnen. s 

„^^ wei^ nirgenbs me^r ju fud^en/' ^attc metn 3Satet gefagt 
unb war etfd^opft auf einen ©tu^l gejunfen. 

„2Benn er fid^ im 2BaIb ©ergangen ^at ober unter bem 
@dj)nee liegt!" rief bie 3Rutter unb er^ob ein lauteg 2Beinen. 

;,©ei ftitt bat)on!" fagte ber aSater, „id^ mag's nid^t ^oren." lo 

„35u magft e§ nid^t ^oren unb ^aft i^n mit S)einer SBilb^ 
l^eit felber ©ertrieben," 

„3Rxi biefem S«)eiglein ^dtte id^ il^m fein Sein abgefd^lagen," 
oerje^te er unb lie^ bie Sirtenrute auf ben 2:ifd^ nieberpfeifen. 

„2lber je^t, wenn id^ i^n erroifd^*, fd^tog' id^. einen S^^nn- 15 
fteden iiber i^n entjroei/' 

„2:^ue eS, tl^ue es — 'leid^t i^wV^ il^m nid^t mel^r roel^/' 
fagte bie 5!Kutter unb feftte baS SBeinen fort. „5Keinft, 2!)u 
ptteft Seine Kinber nur gum 3ornauSlaffen ? ®a l)at ber lieb' 
§engott ganj Sled^t, wenn er fie beijeiten roieber gu fid^ nimmt ! 20 
^inber mu^ man lieb ^aben, roenn eivoa^ au^ i^nen roerben foH." 

§ierauf er: „2Ber fagt benn, ba^ id^ ben Suben nid^t lieb 
l^ab'? 3n'§ §er5 l^inein, ©ott mei^ e§! 2lber fagen mag 
id^ il^m'S nid^t; id^ mag'S nid^t unb id^ fann'S nid^t. 3^m 
felber tl)gt^ nid^t fo wej^ als mir, wtnn id) i^n ftrafen mu% 25 
ba§ mei^ id^!" 

n^^ 9^^* ^od^ einmal fud^en!" fagte bie 9Kutter. 

„^i) wiH an6) nid^t bableiben!" fagte er. 
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10 Um'd 33atcrn)ort. 

„^u mu^t mir cincn roatmcn Soffcl ©uppc cflcn! '3 ift 
aflad^tma^Igjeit/' fagte [ic. 

„^6) mag jje^t nid^ts cflcn ! 3d^ wei^ mix fcinen anbetn Slat/' 
fagtc mcin 3Satcr, fnictc jum Sifd^ ^in unb bcgann ftiD ju bcten. 

5 2)ie 5Kuttcr ging in bie ^ild^c, urn gur neucn Qu6)t mcinc 
wanncn SIcibct jufammengutragcn, fiir ben gall, ba^ man 
mx6) irgenbroo ^alberfrorcn finbc. 3n ber ©tube roar eS roiebcr 
ftiH unb mir in meincm U^rfaften voax'^, alS miiffe mir x>ox 
Scib unb ^ein baS §cr§ brcd^en. ^lo^Hd^ begann mein aSatct 

10 auS feinem ©ebete Irampf^aft aufjufd^lud^jen. ©ein §aupt 
fiel niebcr auf ben 2lrm unb bie gauge ©eftalt bebtc. 

3d^ t^at einen lauten ©d^rei. 3la6) wenigen ©efunben wax 
x^ von aSater unb aJlutter au§ bem ©e^aufc befreit, lag ju 
^^cn bcS 3SaterS unb umflammerte wimmemb feine Knice. 

15 „5Kein SSatet, mein aSater!" 3)a§ roarcn bie einjigen 

SBorte, bie id^ ftammein fonnte. (Sx langte mit feinen beiben 

armen nieber unb ^ob mid^ ouf ju feiner Sruft unb mein §aar 

roatb feud^t x>on feinen S'dW^* 

3Rir ift in jenem 2lugenblitfe bie ©rfenntnis aufgegangen. 

20 3d^ fa^, n)ie abfd^eulid^ eS jei, biejen aSater ju reijen unb ju 
beleibigen. 3lber id^ fanb nun aud^, roorum id^ eS get^an l^atte. 
2luS ©e^njud^t, baS a?ater^3lntli$ vox mix ju fel^en, i^m in*S 2luge 
fd^auen ju fonnen unb jeine ju mir fpred^enbe ©timme ju ^bren. 
©oDte er fd|on nid^t mit mir l^eiter fein, fo roie eS anbere Seute 

25 roaren unb roie er es bamals, t)on ©orgen belaftet, fo felten 
gemefen, fo moKte id^ menigftenS fein jomigeS Sluge felten, fein 
l^erbeS SBort ^bren ; eS burd^riefelte mid^ mit filler ©eroalt, eS 
jog mid^ ju i^m ^in. ©S roar baS aSaterauge, baS aSaterroort. 
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VOu 6cr ITTctfcnfcpp gcftorbcn x% 



3n mcincm 3Satctl^aufc fanb ftd^ bic „Scben§6cjd^tcibung 
3cfu 6l)riftt, feiner 9Kutter 3Rax\a unb t)tcler §ciligen 
®ottcS»" ©n gciftlid^ct ©d^a^ t)on $atcr Sod^em. 

3)a§ roar cin alteS Sud^ ; bic Sldtter waxen gtau, bie 
Kapitclanffinge fatten rounberlid^ gro^c Sud^ftabcn in fd^roarjen 5 
unb rotcn garben. 35er l)ol^zxne (Sinbanbbetfcl roar an ntand^cn W* 
©tcDcn fd^on rourmftid^ig, unb eine ber lebcrncn happen ^attc bie 
3Jiau8 jcrnagt. ©cit mcineS ©ro^oatcrS S^obe roar im §aufc 
niemanb geroejcn, ber barin l^atte lejen fonnen; roa§ SBunber, 
roenn bic 2^icrlein 95efi^ na^men t)on Sod^em'S „Seben 6l)rifti" 10 
unb au§ bem ^gciftlid^cn ©d^a^" i^re leiblid^e 5lal)rung jogen. 

®a tarn id^, ber fleine 2l336'©d^ii|, ©erjagte bie SBUrmer 
auS bem 'Sn(i)e unb jra^ mid^ bafiir felber l^inein. 2:aglid^ 
las id^ unferen §ausleuten x>ox au^ bem „Seben gl^rifti." S)en 
iungen Kned^ten unb 9Kagben gefiel ber neue Sraud^ juft nid^t, 15 
benn fie burften babei nid^t fd^ergen unb nid^t jobeln ; bie 
alteren §au§genofjen aber, bie fd^on eiwa^ gotteSfilrd^tiger 
roaren, l^orten mir mit 2lnbad^t ju „unb baS ift/' fagten fie, 
„als roie roenn ber starrer prebigen tpt ; fo bebeut auSfUl^ren 
unb fo cine lautc ©timm' !" 20 

^6) lam in ben 9Ruf eineS tild^tigen SSorleferS unb rourbe 
cin gefud^ter 9Kann. SBenn irgcnbroo in ber 5Rad^barfd^aft 
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12 2Bie ber SWcifenfepp gcftorbcn ift. 

Semanb Iran! lag obex jum ©terbcn obet wcnn ct gar fd^on 
gcflorben roar, fo ba^ man an feincr Seid^c i^ur 5Kad^t bie 
%oUnxoa6)e l^ielt, fo rourbc id^ t)on mcinem SSater ouggebeten, 
ba^ id^ l^inginge unb lefe* 2)a na^m id^ baS gcroid^tigc 

5 „Sebcn'6^rifti:=93ud^" nnter ben 2lrm unb ging. @§ roar ein 

partes 2;ragen unb id^ roar bajumal ein fleinroinjiger ^nirp§. 

©inmal fpcit 2lbenb§, als x6) fd^on in mciner fii^len unb 

frifd^buftenben ^tterlammer fd^Iief, in roeld^er id^ jur 

©ommer§geit biSroeilen ba§ 5lad^tlager l)atte, rourbe id^ burd^ 

10 ein Swpf^w <^^ i>c^ 2!)ede t)on unjerm Sned^t geroedft. — „BoU\t 
fein gefd^roinb aufftel^cn, $eter, foHft auffte^en. 35er 5Keifen= 
©epp l^at feine Sod^ter gefd^idtt, er la^t bitten, ®u foUft ju 
il^m fomnten unb i^m roaS t)orIefen ; er rooHt' fterben. ©oUft 
aufftel^en, ^Peter." — 

15 ©0 ftanb id^ auf unb jog mid^ eilenbs an. S)ann nal^m 
id^ ba§ 35ud^ unb ging mit bem 5Kabd^en von unjerem §auje 
aufroarts iiber bie §eibe unb burd^ bie SBalbungen. ®a§ 
§auSd^en beS 5!Keifen=©epp ftanb gar einfam mitten im 
aSalb. 

20 ®er 3Jleifen=©epp roar in feinen jiingeren S^^^^^'^ 3?euter, 

SBalb^ilter, geroefen ; in le^terer Seit l^atte er fid^ nur me^r 

mit ©agefd^arfen fUr §olj^auerIeute befd^aftigt. Unb ba lam 

plo|lid^ bie fd^roerc Sranf^eit. 

SBie roir, id^ unb ba§ 5Jidbd^en, in ber ftiHen, ftem^eHen 

25 yia6)t jo burd^ bie fibniS fd^ritten, fagten roir leineS ein 
SBort. ©d^roeigenb gingen roir neben einanber l^in. 5Rur 
einmal fliifterte baS 9Kabd^en : „£a| ^er, ^Peter, id^ roiH 2)ir 
ba§ 35ud^ tragen." 
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aBic bet SKcifcnfcpp ^cftorbcn ift. 13 

„S)aS fannft nid^t," antroortcle x6), „3)u bip ja nod^ flcincr 
n)tc id^ felbcr." 

5Rad^ eincm jweipnbigcn ®ang fagtc baS aJldbd^cn: „3)ott 
ift fc^on bag Sid^t." 

SBit fallen cincn mattcn ©d^cin, bet au^ bent ^enftet bcS s 
3Jleifcnl^aufe3 tarn. 2llS wit bicfem fd^on fcl^t na^e waxm, 
Begegnete unS unjet ^fanet, bet bem Ktanlen bie ^eiligen 
©actamente gctetd^t ^atte. 

„3)ct SSatet — roirb et roiebct gefunb?" ftagtc ba§ 3Kdbd^en 
Ileinlaut. lo 

„3ft nod^ nid^t fo alt," fagte bet ^tieftct ; „wk ®ott will, 
Kinbet, rote ®ott roiH." 

3)antt ging et baoon. SBit ttaten in baS §au3. 
^^- 3)as Toat flein unb nad^ bet 2ltl bet SEBalbl^atten ftttuben 
bie gamilienftube unb bie ©d^laflantmct glcid^ in bet ^lid^e. 15 
2lm §etb in einem ©fen^afen fta! ein btennenbet Sienjpan, 
pon bem bie ©tubenbedte in einen 3?aud^fd^Ieiet ge^ilKt voax. 
5Reben bem §etbc anf ©ttol^ lagen groei fleine Knaben unb 
n^l^ f(^I«mmetten. ©ie tpaten mtt belannt t.om SBalbe let, n,o 
— xoxx oft mitfammen ©d^roamme unb Seeten fud^tcn unb babei 20 
unfete ipetben Detloten ; fie waten nod^ urn etlid^c Sa^te iiingct 
als id^- 3ln bet Dfenmauet fa^ baS SBeib beS ©epp, l^atte 
ein Kinb an bet Stuft unb fal^ mit gto^en 3lugen in bie 
flatfetnbe glamme beS KienfpanS l^inein. Unb ^intet bem 
— Dfcn, in bet einjigen Settftatt, bie im §aufc roat, lag bet 25 
Rtan!e. ©t fd^licf ; fein ©cfid^t roat ted^t cingefaHen, baS 
gtaucnbe §aat unb bet 95att um'§ Kinn waten lutj gefd^nitten, 
fo ba^ mit bet ganje Ropf fleinet ootfam, als fonft, ba id^ 
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14 SBie ber HKcifenfepp geftotben ift. 

bctt ©cpp auf bem Kitd^roeg gefc^cn ^atlc. 3!)tc Sippen voaxm 

f)alb off en unb bla^, burd^ bicfelben jog ein leb^afteS 3ltmcn* 

35ct unferem einlritt cr^ob fid^ ba§ SBeib leife, fagte cine 

©ntfd^ulbigung, ba^ fie mid^ aiiS bem Settc geplagt l^abe, unb 

, 5 lub ein, ba^ id^ mid^ an ben 2:ifd^ fe|en unb bie ©terfpeife 

— . efjen moge, bie ber §err ^Pfarrer ilbtig gclafjen ^atte, unb bie 

nod^ auf bem Sifd^e ftanb. 

33alb fa^ id^ auf bemfelben %kd, ben ber geiftlid^e §err 
nod^ l^atte warm gemad^t, unb je^t a^ id^ mit berfelben ©abel, 
10 bie er l^atte in ben 3Runb gefUl^rt! 

//3e^t fd^Iaft er pagabel," pufterte baS SBeib' nad^ bem 

.^^ Sranfen bcutenb. „aSor^in ^at er aHjoeg gciben au§ ber 

S)ede gejupft." 

^6) rou^te, ba^ man c3 fUr ein iibleS Seid^en aujiegt, roenn 

15 ein ©d^wertranfer an ber S)edEe jupft unb Ira^t ; „ba Ira|t 

er fid^ fein ®rab/' 3^ entgegnete ba^er: „^a, ba§ ^at mein 

aSater aud^ getl^an, als er im 5Keroenficber ijt gelegen. 3ft 

bod^ wieber gefunb morben." 

„3)aS mein' id^ mo^I aud^/' fagte fte, „unb ber §err 

20 ^pfarrer ^at baSfelbe gefagt. — Sin bod^ frol^, bie Seid^t \)at 

ber ©eppel red^t flei^ig oerrid^ten mogen unb id^ ^ab* je^t 

miebcr red^tfd^affcn Stroft, ba^ er mir nod^ einmal gefunb mirb. 

^ — yiux/' fe^te fie gang leife bei, „ba§ ©ponlid^t letft aHemeil 

fo l^in unb ^cr." 

25 aSenn in einem §aufe baS Sid^t unrul^ig fladfert, fo beutct 

ba§ ber ©laube be§ SSolfeS: eS werbe in bemfelben §aufe 

balb ein SebenSlid^t auSlofd^en. ^6) felbft glaubte an biefeS 

3eid^en, bod^ um bie §au§lerin gu bcru^igen, fagte id^: „e§ 
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— ftrcid^t bic Suft qgcS ju t)icl burd^ bie gcnftcrfugcn ; id) 

t)erfpur*S aud^." ©ie legtc ba§ fd^lummembe Kinb auf baS 

©tro^ ; aud^ baS 5Kabd^cn, rocld^es mid^ gc^olt, roar fd^on 

jut SRu^ gcgangcn. SBir octftopftcn ^ierauf bic gcnftcrfugcn 

mit SBcrg. 5 

S)ann fagtc ba§ 2Bcib: „(Mt, ^Pctet, JDu bleibft mir ba 

— iibcr bie l^eutige 3ta6)i ; id^ tml^t mir t)or langer SBeile nid^t 

^ ju l^elfcn. SBenn cr munter roirb, fo li^ft unS roaS t)or. 

@clt, a5u bift fo gut?" 

^6) fd^Iug baS Sud^ auf unb fud^te nad^ cincm gecigncten 10 
Sefeftiltf . aiHcin, $atcr ©od^em ^at nid^t piel gcfd^ricben, roaS 
armcn, bulbenben 3Kenfd^en gum SCrofte fein fbnntc. $atcr 
Sod^em meint, ©ott roarc unenblid^ gcred^t unb bic Scute 
TDdren unfdglid^ fd^Ied^t, unb ncun 3^^^^^^^ ^^^ 3Jlcnfd^cn licfcn 
fd^nurgcrobe bcr §bHe ju. is 

> v/*^^ @S mag io-JDo^I fein, bad^tc id^ mir, ba^ e§ fo ift; aber 
bann barf man*§ nid^t fagcn, bie Scute t^aten fid^ nur grcimen 
^ unb bc|_jDciteren blieben fie lcid|tlid^ fo fd^Icd^t, toic frii^cr. 
^ Sffienn fie fid^ beffern gotten rooHen, fo l^attcn fie*§ langft fd^on 
getl^an. 20 

2)ie fd^redP^aften ©cbanlctt gingen toic cine jifd^elnbc 5Hatter 
burd^ baS Sod^cm'fd^c Sud^. giirtoi^igen Scuten gcgeniiber, 
bie mid^ nur an^brten, ber „Iautcn $rebigerftimm^" rocgen, 
bonncrte id^ bic ©reuel unb 5!Renfd^cnoerbammung red^t mit 
3SergnUgen ^eraus ; roenn id^ aber an Sranlenbetten au^ bem 25 
Sud^e las, ba mu^te id^ meinc ©rfinbungSgabe oft fel^r 
anftrengen, ba^ id^ voal)tzn\> be§ SefenS bic l^artcn 3luSbriidPc 
milbertc, bic fd^aubercrregenbe 3)arftenung bcr oier Ic^tcn 
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16 SBic bcr 3Weifcnfcpp geftorben ift. 

S)tngc ma^igtc unb ben gtcttcn ©cbanlen bcS cifcmbcn 5Patcr8 
cine frcunblid^crc garbung gcben lonntc, 

©0 plante id) and) l^cutc, toie x^, fd^ctnbar au3 bent Sud^c 
Icfcnb, bcm 3Jlctjcn=©cpp auS cincm anbercn Sud^c l^cr SOSottc 
-5 fagcn rooDtc t)on bcr 3lrmut, von bet ©cbulb, t)on bcr Sicbc 
ju ben 5Kcnj(i^cn wnb wic barin bie roa^rc 9laci^folgc Scfu 
bcftc^e, bic unS — roenn bic ©tunbc fd^Iiigc — burd^ ein fanftcS 
entfd^Iummem ^muberfu^rc in ben §immcl. 

6nblid^ crroad^le bcr 6cpp. @r roenbcte ben ^opf, \ai) fein 
10 SBeib unb fcine ni^enben Kinber an ; bann crblidttc er ntid^ 
unb fagtc mit lauter, gang bcutlid^er ©timme: „33ift bod^ 
gclommen, ^cter. ©o ban! ®ir ©ott, aber gum aSorlcfcn 
roerbcn mx ^cut* wol^I feinc 3cit l^abcn. 2lnna, fci fo gut 
unb vozd' bic Sinbcr auf." 
15 35aS 2Beib gudttc jufammen, fuj^r mit bcr ipanb gu i^rem 
§crjen, fagtc abcr bann in ru^igem S^one : „33ift roicbcr 
fd^lcd^tcr, ©cppcl ? §aft ja rcd^t gut gefd^Iafen." 

6r mcrftc eS glcid^, ba^ i^re 9lu^c nid^t cd^t roar, 

„%tiu' 2)id^ nid^t gar fo gramen, 2Scib," jprad^ er, „auf 
20 bcr aSclt ift'S f$on nid^t anberS. SBctf' mir fd^on bie Kinber 
auf, abcr friebjam, ba^ fie nid^t erfd^redfen." 

2!)ie §auSlcrin ging jum ©trol^Iager, riittelte mit bebenber 
ipanb am ©d^ub, unb bic Kleincn fu^ren l^alb bcrou^tloS 
empor. 
25 ,,3d^ bitt' ^xd) gar fd^on, 3lnna, rei^ mir bie Kinber nid^t 
fo lucrum," t)crn)ieS ber Kranfe mit fd^wad^crer ©timme, „unb 
bie Heine 3Raxti^a la^ fd^lafen, bie Dcrftel^t nod^ nid^ts." 

3d^ blieb abfeitS am 2:ifd^e ft^en unb mir war ^ei^ in ber 
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SBic bcr aKeifenfcpp gcftorbcn ift. 17 

Sruft. 3)te 2lngc^otigcn ©ctjammcltcn jtd^ urn ben Ktanlcn 
unb fd^Iud^jten. 

„©etb 3^r nut ruf^ig/' fagte bet Qcpp ju feinen Kinbem, 
„btc aJlutter tDtrb eud^ fd^n morgcn langct fd^Iafen laf^en. 
Sofcfa, tf|u' 5Dtr baS §cmb iiber bie Sruft jufammcn, fonft 5 
TOtrb ®tt !alt. Unb je^t — fcib atltDcg jd^on hxax> unb folgt 
bet 3Kutter, unb vomn 3^r grofe feib, fo fte^t i^r bet unb 
uerla^t fie nid^t. — 3id^ ^aV gearbeitet meinjr^ 3:ag mit ^lei^ 
unb 3Jlul^' ; gleid^wo^I lann id) ®\x6) roeitet nid^ts ^intetlajjen, 
als biefeS §au§ unb ben^ fleinen ©atten, unb ben Stainadet lo 
unb ben ©d^ad^en baju. SBoHt ^\)x ©ud^'S teilen, fo t^ut e§ 
briiberlid^, abet beffet ift'S, 3^i^ ^^i^tet bie SBittfd^aft jujammen 
unb t^ut J)au]tn unb t^ut bauen. SBeitetS mad^' id^ lein 
Steftament, id^ l^ab' (Sud^ aHe gleid^ lieb. 5Cf|ut mid^ nid^t 
gang oetgeffen unb fd^idt mit bann unb roann ein SSatetunfet 15 
nad^. — Unb (S\x6), bie groei Suben, bitt* id^ t)on ^erjen: §ebt 
mit mit bem SBilbern nid^t an; baS nimmt fein gute§ &nV. 
®ebt mit bie §anb batauf. ©0. — SBenn f^alt ©net von 
&n6) bas ©agefeilen vooUV letnen ; id^ ^ab' mit bamit t)iel 
Steujet bennad^t (etrootben). SBettjeug baju ift ba. Unb fonft 20 
wifet 3f|t fd^on, xoznn ^l)x am SRainadet bie ®tbapfel anbaut, 
fo fe^t fie etft im aJlai ein ; *§ ift n)ol^I n)a^t, xoa^ mein SSatet 
felig gefagt \)at: bei ben ©tbapfeln f^eifet'g: baut mid^ an im 
2lptil, fomm' id^, n)ann id^ xoiU ; baut mid^ an im 5Kai, lomm' 
id^ glei (gleid^). — SCf^ut ®ud^ fg ©ptud^Iein nut metfen. — ©0, 25 
unb je^t gef|t roiebet fd^Iafen, Kinbet, ba^ @ud^ bod^ nid^t 
fait roitb, unb gebt aHjeit ted^tfd^affen £)ba6)i auf (Sute ©efunb= 
^eit. ©efunbl^eit ift baS Sefte. ®e^t nut fc^Iafen, Sinbet." 
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18 2Bie bcr 2Kcifcnfcpp geftorbcn ift. 

3)ct Stanic fd^roieg unb jerrle an ber ©ede. 
„JJrei ju t)tel teben t^ut cr mir," pftertc baS SBeib gcgen 
mx6) gcroenbet. einc bet ©d^wetfranlcn plb^lid^ auSbred^enbc 
©efd^TOd^iglett ift eben au6) Icin guteS S^i^^n- 

5 ?lun lag ct, rote jufammengebrod^en, auf bem SSette. ®a3 
SBetb jUnbete bte ©terbefetje an. 

„3)aS ntd^t, 2lnna, baS ntd^t/' murmelte ex, „etn tDentg 
jpatet. 3lber einen ©d^Iud SBajfer giebft mit, ^t?" 
SRad^ bem 2;rinfen fagte er: „©o, baS frtjci^* SBaRet ift 

10 l^alt bod^ gut. Qitht mir red^t auf ben Srunnen Dbad^t. 3ia, 
unb ba^ id^ nid^t t)ergefe', bie fd^roarjen §ofen unb baS blau' 
Sbppel roei^t, unb brau^en l^tnter ber 2;^iir, too bie ©agen 
f|dngen, lel^nt. baS ^obelbrett, baS leg' iiber ben ©dyeifftodt 
unb bie 33an!. 3Rorgen friil^, roenn ber ^oljiofel lommt, ber 

15 ^ilft mid^ fd^on ^inauSlegen. SBaS unten bei ber ^farrfird^e 
mit mir gefd^el^en foH, ba§ meifet fd^on felber. aJleinen braunen 
Sobenrodt unb ben breiten §ut fd^enl* ben 3lrmen. ®em $eter 
magft aud^ tDaS geben, ba^ er l^eraufgegangen ift. SSieDeid^t 
ift er fo gut unb Heft morgen beim Seid^road^en roaS vox, 

20 @s mirb ein fd^oner Stag fein morgen, aber ge^' nid^t gu tDeit 
fort t)on l^eim, eS mod^t' ein Ungludt gefd^el^en, wenn braunen 
in ber Saube baS Sid^t brennt. — 9lad^f|er, Slnna, fud^' ba im 
Settftro^ nad^; tDirft einen alten ©trumpf finben, finb etlid^' 
3tt)anjiger brin." 

25 „(3eppel, ftreng' 2)id^ nid^t fo an im Seben," fd^Iud^jte baS 
aSeib. 

//Siol^l, t5ol)l, Slnna — aber auSfagen mu^ id^'3 bod^. 3^|t 
merben xoxx mol nid^t mef^r lang' beifammen fein. SBir ^aben 
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nn^ jwanjig Saf^re gcf^abt, 2lnna. ®u bift mein SllleS geroefcn ; 
fein SKenfci^ fann 3)it'3 ©etgclten, was ®u mit gcwefcn bift. 
3)aS DCtgeg' id^ ®it nid^t tm Xo'O unb nid^t im ^immel.. 
Tl\6) fteut'S nur, bafe id^ in bet le^ten ©tunb' nod^ waS mtt 
3)it teben fann, unb ba^ id^ gleid^rool^l fo t)iel bei 3Serftanb 5 
bin." 

„ — ©titb bod^ nid^t iaxj)axi, ©eppel," ^aud^te baS SBeib 
unb beugtc fid^ iibet fein 2lntli$. 

„SRein/' antroottete cr rul^ig, „bei mir ift'g fo, roie bei 
meinem Satet: leid^t gelebt unb leid^t geftotben. ©ei nut 10 
aud^ ®u fo unb leg^ ®it*8 nid^t fd^wet. SBenn roit nun 
aud^ roiebet jebeSjiHein anfontmen, jufammen gepten roit 
gleid^n)ol^l nod^ unb id^ l^eb' ®it fd^n ein $la^el auf im 
§immel, gleim (na^e) an meinet ©eit', 3lnna, gleim an meinet 
©eit\ 9iut baS tf)\i' urn ©otteSroiHen, bie Kinbet jiel^* gut is 
auf." 

®ie Sinbet tu^ten. @8 roat ftill unb mit roax, als 
l^otte id^ itgenbwo in bet ©tube ein leifeS ©d^nutten unb 
©pinnen. — 

Po^Iid^ tief bet ©epp: „3lnna, je^t gUnb' gefd^roinb bie 20 
Setje an!" 

3)a8 SBeib tannte in bet ©tube l^etum unb fud^te nad^ 
geuetjeug ; unb eS btannte ia_J)od^ bet Qpan. — „^^i^i l^ebt 
et an ju fletben!" fteifd^te fie. 21IS abet bie tote SBad^Sfetje 
btannte, als fie i^m biefelbe in bie §anb gab, als et ben 25 
SBad^Sftodt gelaffen mit beiben §anben umfa^te unb als fte 
baS SBeil^roaffetgefd^ t)om ©efimfe na^m, ba wutbe fie fd^einbat 
gang tu^ig unb betete laut: „3efuS, aWatia, ftel^t i^m bei! 
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3^t §etligen (SotteS, ftef^t i^m bet in bet l^bd^ften 3loi, la^t 
feine ©eelc nid^t uerlorcn jein! ^c\\i^, x6) itk ju 3!)einem 
. aDet^eiligftcn Seiben! 3Jfarta, x6) tufe 3)etne ^ciligcn fieben 
©d^metjen an! 3)u, fein fieiliger ©d^u^engel, roenn feine 
5 ©eer t)om Seib mu^ fd^eiben, filler' fie ein ju ben ^immlifd^en 
Reuben!" 

Unb fie betete lange. ©ie fd^Iud^ jte unb roeinte nid^t ; nid^t 
eine einjige %\)xam ftanb in if^rem 2luge, fie war gang bie 
etgebene Seterin, bie ^Utbitterin. 
10 ©nblid^ fd^roieg fie, beugte fid^ Uber baS §aupt beS ©atten, 
beobad^tete fein fd^road^eS 2ltem^olen unb f)m6)U : „©o be^iit' 
-3)id^ ®ott, ©eppel, t^u' mir meine ©Item unb unfere gange 
greunbfd^aft (aSerroanbtfd^aft) griifeen in ber ©roigfeit. ?3e^iit' 
3!)id^ ®ott, mein liebet 3Jfann ! S)ie l^eiligen ®ngel geben 2)it 
15 bag ©eIeit^ unb ber §err ^c\vi^ mit feiner ©nab^ roartet fd^on 
2)einer bei ber ^immlifd^en X\)ixxJ' 

6r prte eS uielleid^t ni^t me^r. ©eine blaffen, l^alboffenen 
Sippen gaben feine 2lntn)ort. ©eine Slugen fa^en ftarr jur 
©tubenbedEe empor. Unb au§ ben gefalteten §anben aufragenb 
20 brannte bie SBad^Sferje; fie fladterte nid^t, ftill unb geru^fam 
unb ^etl, u)ie eine fd^neeroei^e SlUtenfnofpe ftanb bie glamme 
empor — fein aitemjug bewegte fie nid^t me^r. 

„ — S^^t ift*S gar, je^t ift er mir geftorben!" rief bag SBSeib 
auS, fd^riH unb ^erjburd^bringenb, bann fan! fie mieber auf 
25 einen ©d^emel unb begann bitterlid^ ju weinen. 

3)ie n)ieber erroad^enben ^inber weinten aud^; nur baS 
Kleinfte lad^elte. . . . 
®ie ©tunbe lag auf unS, xok ein fd^roerer ©tein. 
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©nblid^ rid^tetc jtd^ bie ^auSlerin — btc 3Siirot — auf, 
ttodnctc i^te 2;i^tanen unb legte jtDci finger auf bie 2lugen 
bes 2:oten. 

®te SBad^Sferje brannte, btS bie ajforgentote aufging. 

%ux6) ben 2BaIb roar ein ^e gegangen. ®ann lam ein 5 
§oIjarbeitet. ®er befprengte ben S^oten mit SBei^roaffer unb 
murmelte: „©o rUden fie ein, einer nad^ bent anbem." 

3)ann tl^aten fte bent ajfeijen=©epp fefttagige fileibet an, 
trugen i^n l^inauS in bie SSotlaube unb legten i^n auf bag Srett. 

— ®aS Sud^ Iie| id^ liegen auf bem 2:ifd^, fiit bie 2eid^en= lo 
load^en ber nad^ften '^ai^k, ju benen id^ ber §duslerin baS 
Sefen jugefagt l^atte. 21IS id^ fortge^en roollte, fant fie mit 
einem grilnen §ut, auf meld^em ein loeit auSgeborgeter @im3= -*^' 
bart ftaf. * '^ 

,,SBiIlft ben §ut mitnel^men filr 3)einen SSatet?" fragte fie, is 
„bet ©eppel f^at ®einen Satet foitpeg getn ge^abt. 3)en 
©amSbatt magft jum 2lnbenfen felbet be^alten. Set' einmal 
ein featerunfer bafiir." 

^6) fagte meinen ®anl, id^ t^at nod^ einen unfteten Slid 
gegen bie Sa^re ^in; ber ^epp lag lang geftredEt unb l^ielt 20 
feine §anbe iiber ber SSruft gefaltet. — 2)ann ging id^ l^inauS 
unb abroarts burd^ ben 2Balb. — 2Bie war's lid^t unb taufrifd^ 
voU aSogelgefang, t)oII Sliitenbuft — t)olI Seben im SBalbe ! 

Unb in ber §iitte, auf bem Saf^rbrett lag ein toter aWenfd^. 

3d^ fann bie 9lad^t unb ben ajforgen — baS ©terben mitten 25 
in bem unenblid^en SebenSqueH beS SBalbeS nimmerme^r 
©ergejfen. 3lud^ befi|e id^ ^eute nod^ ben ©emsbart jum 
2lnbenlen an ben 3Weifen=©epp. 
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22 2Bic bcr aWcifenfepp geftorbcn iji 

aSenn mic^ bie ®ict anpadt nad^ ben ^rcuben ber SBclt, 

obcr tDenn mtd^ bie S^eifel iibertommen an bet ajfenfd^^eit 

©otteSgnabentum, obet tDenn mid^ gar bie 2lngft xoxU qudlen 

DOt meinem uieHeici^t nod^ femen, uietleid^t fd^on naf^en §ingang 

5 — \o ftede id^ ben (SemSbatt bes ©epp auf ben §ut. 
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2luf bcv VOad^t 



yV^cin SSater litl ju jcncr S^t an einer langroieriQen 
e firanf^eit. 68 xoax feltcn rocr um i^n, als fein 

ttltcfteS ©o^nlein. 3luci^ bet S^get SBoIf fa| juroetlen neben -- 
auf bet Dfenban!, unb freute jtd^, wenn bcm ^tanlcn bet 
gefpenbete SQSilbbtaten tcd^t munbete. Unb bet SBilbbtaten *5 
fteHte meinen SSatet tid^tig fo weit roiebet ^et, ba^ biefet 
eineS 2:ageS, eS roat tm 2luguft um bie S^it be§ '"Slaxia- 
§immeIfa^tlSfefteS, ju mit fagte: „^\xb\ je^t roetb' id^ bod^ 
enblid^ njiebet xoa^ anfangen mufjen. 2Ba3 meinft, jum 
5iotbfIed^ten rodt' x6) tool ftatf genug?" lo 

Unb am nad^ften S^age gingen xoix fd^on jut ajfotgenftu^e 
auS unb gegen bie fogenannte SBilbroiefe l^inauf, 'too mele 
SBeiben roud^fen. 2)te 3Btlbn)tefe roat oben in ben l^inteten 
3BaIbungen. Dft blieb mein aSatet untetroegS fte^en, filiate 
fid^ auf feinen ©todE, fd&opfte Suft, unb bann ftagte et mid^ 15 
immet, ob id^ ein ©d^nittd[)en 33tot bei^en roolle. 

21IS mix iibet bie ©d^af^albe ^inaufgefommen roaten, too 
bet junge Satd^enanroad^S nod^ im ajfotgentaue ftanb, fallen 
wit im 2)idtid^te einen 3Kann bal^inl^ufd^en, bet dn Bind 
§od^n)iIb iibet bet 3ld^fel ttug unb etroaS me ein ©d^ie^geroel^t 20 
^intet fid^ ^etfd^Ieppte. St budEte ftd^ fo fef^t, ba^ nut ein 
paat lofilfd^watje §aatfe^en »on feinem §aupte ju fe^en waten. 
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24 2luf bcr aOac^t. 

21IS bieje ©eftall t)otuber war, blieb mein 3Sater tDteber ftel^en 
unb fagte : „§aft gegucft ? 5DaS ift ber fd^roarj* Soni geroefen." 
2)er fd^roatj' 2:om war ein 3Wann, »ot bem fie iibcraH bie 
2^^uren Dcrriegelten. 

5 „^a, ^inb/' fagte ber aSater, al8 n)tt unS auf ben ©tamm 
eineS gefallenen SaumeS gefe^t fatten, „x\t f^art fiir einen'3}len= 
jd^en, bem'S fo gel^t, roie bem 3:om. 3)er ^at jein Sebtag nid^t 
Sater unb SKutter gefef^en. 2llS ^inb ift er auS bem ginbell^aufe 
in unfete ©egenb gebrad^t roorben. ^eilid^ nid^t auS d^tiftltd[)er 

10 Sarml^erjigleit, fonbem beS ©elbeS roegen, baS fiir i^n auSgejia^It 

• roorben, ^at i^n ein ^b^lerweib an ^inbeSftatt genommen. §alb 
erroad^fen i)ai fid^ ber 2:oni im SKJalb ^erumgetrieben, fein SJfenfd^ 
l^at fid^ an il^n gele^rt ; fo ift er uerroa^rloft unb t)ern)ilbert. 2Bie 
baS ^b^Ierroeib fie^t, ber Bi^^fo^n bringe nur ©d^anbe, fo l^at 

15 fie gefagt : 2:oni, 3)u Sump, bei mir bift nimmer baf^eim ! — SBo 
benn? I^at fid^ b'rauf ber Stoni gefragt, aber iiberaH, too er am 
geflopft, ift il^m bie St^Ur uerfd^lofjen geroefen. 5Kogen i^n bie 
5!Kenfd^en nid^t, fo giebt er fid^ mit ben 2;ieren ab — t)erlegt fid^ 
auf 'S aSilbem. aSor einem 3a^r l^at il^n ber S^get SBolf in baS 

20 Swd^tfiauS gebrad^t ; aber je^t roieber frei, mag il^m lein 5Kenfd^ 
gem begegnen, gleid^wo^l id^ nid^t glaub*, ba^ er wem was ju 
leibe i\)ai\ ©d^Ied^t, fag* id^, ift er nid^t, aber t)er!ommen burd^ 
unb burd^ ; unb f o, mein Siiblcin, roirb oft ein 3Kenfd^ ^inauS= 
gefto^en auf bie fd^iefe ©tra^e, unb fo rutfd^t er ab unb !ann fid^ 

25 nid^t mel^r l^alten." 

9lad^ biefen SBorten fd^ritten roir roieber langfam baf^in unb 
nad^bem xoxx burd^ oiel 2BaIb unb fd^attenbunfle ©d^Iud^ten ge= 
gangen roaren, famen roir enblid^ jur Sid^tung ber SBilbroiefe. 
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2;ciln)eife lag fie no6) xm ©d^atten bcS 2;eufeI§fteinbergeS ; bie 
Sad^roeibcn aber, bie in einet langen SRei^e Ijin ftanben unb fid^ 
iibet ein ftiHriejelnbeS SBdjjerlein wblbten, fd^immerten in bent 
lid^ten ©onnentag, als ob fie aHe filbeme SIdttet flatten. 2)ie 
aSiefe roar bereitS gemd^t unb baS §eu fortgebtad^t ; fe^r ftill unb s 
Deriaffen lag bie 3Katte. 2ln ben SRdnbern roud^fen blaue ©ngian^ 
glodten unb e§ wax fd^on bie S^itlofe ba. 

SBir famen urn bie SBeibentuten, bie am ^a6)e ftanben. 2Bir 
gingen quer iiber bie SBiefe bij l^in lum SRanbe, n)o roieber bie 
fel^r l^ol)en gid^ten beS SBalbeS begannen unb roo ein rot ange= lo 
ftrid^eneS ^reuj ftanb, beffen 3)ad^brettd^en reid^Iid^ mit 3KooS 
beroad^fen roaren. §ier rooDten roir t)or ber 2lrbeit unS ein roenig 
fe|en, auf bie Sdume f^inauSfd^auen unb ein ©tUdE Srot t)er= 
jel^ren. 

2lber nod^ e^e ber SSater ftd^ nieberlie^, faf| er lange unb un= 15 
t)eru)anbt auf eine ©teDe f|in. 

3lm ^u^e einer SBeifetanne lag ein 5Wann. 6in 3<igci^S«tann mit 
einem ©d^ie^geroelir ; bie Sodten gingen il)m iiber ©tirn unb 2luge, 
man roufete nid^t, ob er benn roirflid^ fo feft fd^lafe, als eS auSfal^. 

ajiein aSater trat enblid^ ^inju, fd^ob aber mid^ mit ber §anb 20 
l^inter fid^ guriidt. 2)ann fallen roir eS : 2)er 5Wann lag in einer 
35lutlad^e ; ber auS einer §alSn)unbe fprubelnbe Duett roar bereits 
geftodEt. 

5!Rein SSater legte bie §dnbe ineinanber unb fagte ganj leife : 
//3^^* ^aben fie ba ben ^diex SEBolf erfd^lagen !" 25 

2llS id^ l^ierauf gu roeinen begann, ^ob mid^ mein SSater empor 
ju feiner Sruft; unb roie rul^ig er aud^ fd^einen roollte, id^ l^ab* 
eS bod^ roa^rgenommen, roie fein ^erj fo l^eftig fd^lug. 
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26 2luf ber 2Bad&t. 

®ann unterfud^tc cr ben erfd^lagcnen — bic Slugen waxen ge« 
btod^en, bie Sippen fa^I rote ttocfen @rbteid^ — baS Seben roar 
bal^in. 
ffSStxt bent SBetbenfd^netben ift eS t^eute ntd^tg/' fagte ntetn 

5 aSatet, „ie^t ntup einer t)on unS Seute ^olen, ba^ fie ben SBolf 
roegttagen; unb ber anbere roirb bteroetlen babletben ntuffen. 
6tnen 3:oten !ann man nid^t aHetn lafjen, fo lange et nid^t tm 
©tabe ru^t. e§ fbnnte a\i6) letd^t etn 2;ier iiber t^n fomnten* 
®aS Sefte roirb jein, id^ ^olpere l^inauS in ben Sranbgtaben ju 

10 ben ^oljfned^ten, unb 3)u fe^eft 3)id^ ]6)on ftiD ba unter baS 
«teuj." 

aRir gab's einen ©tid^ im §erjen. SBie fonnte mir mein 
Satet bag ant^un, mid^ ftunbenlang aHein laffen im SQBalbe bei 
einem Stoten ! 2lber id^ roufete bie SBege nid^t unb l^atte bie ^olj- 

15 Ined^te nid^t gefunben. 

„greilid^, Siiblein, ift baS ein traurigeS SBarten ba/' ful^r er 
fort, ,,aber roadmen mu^ roer barter, biefe d^riftlid^e Sieb' miifjen 
roir bem SBoIf fd^on erroeifen." 
3d^ ftarrte auf ben 2:oten. 

20 5Kein Sater jog feine fleine 2ljt auS bem Oilrtel, mit roeld^cr 
er bie SEBeibenruten l^auen rooDte, unb fdHte nun Sfte von bqn 
Saumen unb IjiiHte ben SagerSmann mit 3f{eifig ein* ®ann 
Iniete er nieber vox ber griinen Saf^re unb betete ftill ein SSater- 
unjer. Unb als er fid^ roieber erf)ob, fagte er : „llnb j[e^t, mein 

26 finabe, ii^u' unferem SKitbruber ben SiebeSbienft, unb roadie. ®ic 
2ljt Ia| id) ®ir ba, bie Ijalt' feft. ?5\«|^'^ wnb SRaben fonnen 
leid^t f ommen ; anbere SRaubtiere roei^ id^ in ber ©egenb nid^t. 
Sis 5U ben SBeiben bort magft f^inge^en, aber roeiter roeg nid^t* 
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^d^ roxU ted^t eilen ; bid bie @ci^atten anl^eben ju tDad^fen^ n)irb 
fd^on TDet lommen !" 

3)ann legte er fur mid^ nod^ Stot unlet ein Saumd^en unb 
bann ging et bat)on. &x ging ^in quet iiber bie SBiefe, n)ie roit 
^etgegangcn tDaren, unb et t)etfd^n)anb in bent 3)unfel beS SBalbeS. 5 

3?un xoax x6) aUtxn auf bet umroalbeten SBSieje, unb baS milbe 
©onnenlid^t xoax auSgegoffen iibet bie einfame SSRaiie, iibet bie 
gli^etnben SBeiben unb iibet ben ftiHen gteitetbuael am SBalb- 
tanbe. 3^ woHte nid^t f^inblidEen auf bie feltfame 95af|te ; id^ 
fd^titt gegen baS SBeibengebiifd^e, abet mein 3luge roenbete fid^ lo 
immet wiebet jutudE jum toten Steuje, unb ju bent, was ba= 
neben lag. 

®et atme ^ciget SBoIf ! ^6) wu^te eS nod^ ted^t gut, roie et 
vox TOenigen 3^^^^" «tit feinet SStaut unb feinem ^od^jeitSjuge 
an unfetem §aufe t)otitbetgejogen roat. S)ie SBalbf^otnet unb 15 
bie ^Het fd^aHten, ba^ bie ^enftet unfeteS §aufeS flittten. ®er 
SBolf TOat ein ^Ubfd^et Sutfd^e geroefen; einen gto^en ©ttau^ 
ttug et auf bent §ut, unb ein toteS 95anb ging niebet iibet feinen 
SRadEen, too je^t bie Slutfttieme roat. — 

^6) ging ben SBeibenbiif d^en entlang. Tlan6)t^ S^eiglein 20 
tegte ftd^ unb jittette fott unb fott. §ie unb ba fd^neDte ein 
§eupfetbd^en. ^6) bog bie Sfte auSeinanbet unb blidtte in bas 
SBfijfetlein; ba§ ftanb ftiH untet bem bid^ten gled^troetfe, unb 
gli^ette launt. 6in gto^gefledttet SWoId^ ftod^ l^etDOt unb na^m 
feine SRid^tung gegen mid^ ; ba flo^ x6) entfe^t bat)on. 25 

®ann begann id^ mit meinen futjen ©d^titten bie ©d^atten bet 
33aume ju mejfen — bis biefe ju wad^fen an^eben, lontmen bie 
Seute. — 3lo6) abet routben fte fiitjet unb fut^et. ®ie ©onne 
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ftanb ^od^ iibet bcm 2:cufclsftein unb fiber bem J^algrunbe lag 
ein bldulid^er ®uft. 

^i) hf)xU roiebet gum Krcuje jurilc! unb fe^te mid^ auf ben 
©tein, auf roeld^em fonft anbdd^tige SEJalbtDanbetct fnieen. ®a§ 
6 Ktcuj roar ^od^ unb ^atte feinen §etlanb. SBeit ftredte eS feinc 
2lrme auS, als roollte eS ben aSalb umfangen. 

3d^ roenbete mid^ t)on bem ^fa^Ie unb t)on bem SBa^rJ^iigel unb 

faf| l^in gegen ben SergrUdEen beS 2:eufelSftetn. ®te §immel§= 

glode lag in mattem Slau, !etn SSogel unb faum eine 3RudEe roar 

10 uemefimbar. 6s roar ein faft trauml^after grii^^crbftmittag, 

burd^flungen t)on einer eroigen ©tiDe. — 

SBilbfd^ii^en f^aben if^n erfd^offen. gd^ ging fiber bie SJBiefe 
unb fagte mir, roenn id^ je^nmal fiber bie SBiefe gegangen fein 
rofirbe, bann rooHte id^ roieber ben Sd^atten mefjen. 2lber ber 
15 (B6)aiUn budtte fid^ nod^ me^r unter bie Sdume, alS frfi^er. 

3)ann ging id^ l^in gu ber t)erf|uHten Seid^e be§ SBalbmanneS 

unb ftanb lange vox berfelben ; id^ fuf^Ite faum ein (2d[)auern mel^r. 

2)ann fe^te id^ mid^ roieber unter baS Kreuj unb a^ ein ©d^nitt= 

6)en aSrot. ®a f^orte id^ plb^Iid^ ein Kniftem ; ein 9tef| ftanb 

20 unb gudEte burd^ baS ©eftdmme. 

3ule^t fam baS Sier gar ju bem 5Reiferf|figeI ^eran 

unb fd^nupperte; vox biefem ^ao^ex^manne ffird^tete eS fid^ 

nid^t mel)r. ®rft als eS ben ^uluergerud^ beS ©eroef^rlaufeS 

geroaJ)rt ^aben mod^te, roenbete eS ftd^ mit grofeen Qai^en bem 

25 ©idtid^te ju. 

©nblid^, als id^ roieber ben ©d^atten ma^, ^atte er fid^ urn ein 
roenigeS gebe^nt. ^6) mu^te [ayoi) fd^on oiele ©tunben auf ber 
SJBilbroiefe geroeilt ^aben. 
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3luf ber SBad^t. 29 

aSie immet, f o ^atte mctn SSatcr au6) bieSmal red^t. ^fcJ^ ^Stte 
eincn gcttagcncn ©d^all unb SBiebctfian im SBalbc. 6s nal^tcn 
5D?enfci^en. ^06) m6)i bie ^olgfned^tc roaren eS, bic urn ben 
2BoIf fommen foHten, fonbem quer iiber bie SBiefe l^er lam ein 
jungeS SBeib, baS trug cinen Korb am SRiicfen unb ful^rte ein etroa 5 
breijal^rigeS ^inb am 2lrm. ©ie fangen ein luftigeS Kinberlieb, 
unb bag fleine ajfiibd^en lad^te babei unb. I^upfte flin! iibet baS 
roeid^e ®raS. 

^6) ertannte bie 9la^enben balb, eS roax baS SBeib unb baS 
^inb beS erfd^lagenen ^aa^^x^ 2BoIf. 10 

©ie famen l^eran, unb als fie mid^ faljen, fagte bie S^S^^n 
jum3Kdbd^en: „©d^au, Slgatl^a, ba beim Kreuj fi|t ein 95ub% 
bet betet ein Satetunfet; baS ift gat ein bta»et 95ub\" 

®ann fniete fie ^in auf ben ©tein, legte bie §anbe jufammen 
unb betete au6). 3)a8 Sinb tl^at beSgleid^en unb wax gat etnft- 15 
l^aft babei. 

5Kit TOat unbefd^teiblid^ roel^. a33ie ^atte id^ fagen lonnen, 
was untet bem SReifig lag? 3d^ ging abfeits gegen bie 
aSeiben. 

„©o, mein §etj/' fagte baS aSeib ^ietauf j|ut ^leinen, „ie^t 20 
gef|' id^ ©njianftaut fd^neiben, 35u fe|' 35id^ bieroeilen ba auf 
baS ©[teifigbett unb btodte 2)it Sdpfd^en ab. §etnad^ fommt bet 
aSatet t)om 2:eufel§ftein ^etab, unb ^etnad^ fe^en mx unS ^u- 
fammen unb effen ben ©d^ottenfaS, ben id^ im Sotb l^ab^ unb 
^etnad^ i^opfen n)it luftig miteinanbet l^eimju." 25 

Unb fie fe|te baS Sinb auf ben 3f{eifet^aufen — auf bie 95al^t= 
ftatte beS aSatetS. 35ann ging fie mit bem Kotb gegen ben 
a33iefentain, too ©ebiifd^e von ©njian ftanben. aSon bott auS 
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30 ^uf bet SBac^t. 

' ricf fie mx6) an, xoa^ x6) benn fo aHein mad^e auf bet SBilbwiefe, 
ob x6) mx6) uerint f^dtte obet ttxoa Stegen fud^te ? 

3ci^ TDufete feine 3lntn)ott, beutete auf einen gro^en fd^neetDei^en 
©d^metterling unb fagte: „3e$t fd^au bag %ux an, rote's ^etum= 
5 piegt; fd^au, n)ie*S fliegt!" 

„S3tft etn ted^tet 9larrifd^, 3)u!" t)erfe^te bie SSgetin lad^enb 
unb ging an i^re 3lrbeit 

®ie Heine 3lgat^a fpielte auf bem Sleiferl^ugel, fie jupfte an 
ben Sroeigen unb roiifilte in benfelben unb ne^elte dn)a^ ^eruor. 
10 @nblid^ n)urbe i^r bang unb fie l^ub an nad^ bet 3)iuttet gu 
tufen. 

3ta6) einet SBeile tarn baS SBeib ^etan, ba f^ielt i^m ba§ ^inb 
einen 3ling entgegen unb fagte: „Sd^au, baS ^ab' id^ gefunben, 
baSiftbesaSatetS!" 
15 2)ie Sagerin l^at einen l^eHen 3luf : „Sinb, xok f ommft S)u 
ill biefem 5Ring ?" 
S)ie ^leine Idd^elte uetgniigt. 

3)aS SBeib l^ub baS ^inb auf bie (Stbe, roatf einen SlidE auf 
baS ©egweige unb flie^ einen geHenben ©d^tei ajiS. ©ie \al) 
20 butd^ baS 3f{eifig eine 3Kenfd[)enl^anb. 
. c 2Bie roiltenb ftiitjte fie ^in auf bie ©d^id^tung unb taffte bie 
gtiinen S^eige auSeinanbet — mit §aft unb f^ei^et 2lngft — bann 
fani fte gutiidE unb fd^Iug fid^ bie flad^en §dnbe in ba§ 3lntli$. 
9Sot il^t lag im Slute etftatrt il)t gemotbetet (3atU. — 
25 ^\xx felben ©tunbe gingen jroei §oIjl)auet iibet bie SBiefe unb 
btad^ten eine 2^tagbaf|te mit. S^etft Inieten fie vox bem 3:oten 
unb beteten ftill, bann ^oben fte il^n auf bie Salute, legten bds 
©eme^t an feine ©eite unb ttugen i^n bat)on. 
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Sluf bet SBad^t. 31 

3)cr Sorb blicb ftef^en bet bent ©njtaitgebiijd^e, baS SJBcib folgte 
bet Sa^re ; eS fagte feirt 2Bort, e§ t)etgo^ letne 2:^rane, eS ttug 
bag fpielenbe 3Kdbd^ert auf bent 2lmt. ®aS blaffe, ftatte Slngeftd^t 
bet ©attin, baS totwangige, ^eHdugtge Sodenfbpfd^en beS StnbeS 
^intet bet Sa^te ^et — baSjnag id) nimntetnte^t t)etgef^en. b 

^6) bin aud^ ^inten b^tein gegangen. ®ie SBeiben ftanben in 
if|tem roafferigen ©d^imntet ; bie ©d^atten bet 2^annen lagen ^in= 
gefttedtt iibet bie ganje SBiefe. S)aS tote fiteuj tagte tegungSloS 
int 3)unfel beS SBalbtanbeS. • 

2)ie SSa^te fd^roanfte bent entfetnten S^getfiaufe ju. ^6) ging lo 
gegen unfet ©el^bfte. 21I§ id^ ju bemjelben ^inabfam, filf|tten 
f^anbfefte Sutfd^en einen n)Uft auSfef^enben 3Wann l^etbei. ®8 
roat bet fd^roatj' Stoni. ®a n)it i^n ant SWotgen int £atd^en= 
anxoad)^ gefef^en, fo ^atte ntein SSatet auf \exne ©put geroiefen. 
S)et SHid^tet lant, unb untet bet gtofeen ®jd^e, bie not unjetem i6 
^an]e ftanb, routbe baS SSet ^i3t g e^alten. 2)et 3:om roat ge- 
ftonbig, ben gciger 3Q3olf au^ ^a6)t etfd^offen ju l^aben. ^ietauf 
routbe bet Sutfd^e in Ketten gegen bie ©tabt geftt^tt, auS bet tx 
einft al§ SBidteHinb gefomnten toat. 

3ll3 id^ in bie ©tube lam, j[a^ ntein SSatet an feinem 35ette. 20 
@t roat \el)x beroegt, ^ub ntid^ gu fid^ auf baS Snie unb fagte : 
,,33tibel, baS ift ein bbfet Sag geroefen. 2)einetn)egen yt mit ein 
©tein auf bent §etjen gelegen." 

SBit gingen in jjenent g^^re nid^t ntef^t l^inauf jut SBilbroiefe. 
©eit^et abet bin id^ ujoI ntef^tntals auf betfelben gerocfen. 2)ie 25 
SBeiben gli^etn, bie l^ol^en gid^ten fte^en nod^ l^eute — unb i^t 
©d^atten fd^roinbet unb road^ft, roie baS ttiibe (Stbengefd^idE, unb 
ibt B6)aiim road^ft unb fd^roinbet, n)ie baS ntenfd^Iid^e Seben. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



21l5 xdi bas crfte UTal auf 6cm 
Dampfu?agcn faf . 



^YT'^i'^ ^^^^' ^^^ ^nteerutfd^er S^^cm — er ru^c in grieben ! 

— wax cm 5Rann, bet allcS glaubte, nut nx6)i ba§ 

5Raturltd^c. ®aS tDenigc t)on 5D?cnfd^enn)er!en, raaS cr begreifcn 

fonnte, roar t^m gottltd^cn UrfprungS ; ba§ Dteic, tt)a§ er nid^t 

5 begrcifcn lonnte, roar i^m ^ejerci unb 2^eufel§fput, — ®cr 
SKcnfd^, baS bet)or}ugtefte bet SBefcn, ^t jjum Seifpicl bic 
gdl^igfeit, ba§ SlinbSlcber gu gerben unb fid^ ©ttefcl barau§ 
ju cerfertigen, bamit i^n nid^t an^btc S^^sn frierc; btcfc 
©nabe l)at cr t)on ©ott. 2Benn ber 5Rcnfd^ abcr l^ergel^t unb 

10 ben Sli^ableitcr ober gar ben S^elegrap^en crfinbet, fo ift baS 
gar nid^tS anbcrcS als eine ainfcd^ttmg bcS 2:eufcl§. — ©o 
l^ielt ber Sod^em ben Iteben @ott fur einen gut^erjigen, 
einfaltigen 3lllen (ganj rote er, ber 3^^^"^/ \^^^^^ war), ben 
SLeufel aber fiir ein HfttgeS, abgefeimteS Sreujfopfel, bent nid^t 

15 beijufommen ift unb ba§ bie 3Kenfd^en unb aud^ ben Iteben 
®ott t)on l^inten unb t)orn befd^rainbelt. 

aibgefe^en t)on btefer ^ol^en 5D?einung t)om Suctfer, Seelgebub 
(n)a§ njet^ td^, njte fie aHc l^ei^en), tuar mein $ate ein gefd^eiter 
Mann. S<^ t)erban!te i^nt mand^e§ neuc £cinen^6§lein unb 

2D mand^en t)erborbencn SKagen. 
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2113 id^ bag crftc Tlai auf bcm SDampfroagcn fa^. 33 

©ein %xo\t gcgcn bic 3lnfed^tungcn bc3 bofen gcinbcS 
unb fein Scrttauen roar bte 2BaUfa^rtSltrd^c 5Wariafd^u^ am 
©emmertng, ®§ roar cine Sagrcifc bal^in unb ber Sod^em 
mad^te aHja^rltd^ cinmal ben SJBeg. 21IS id^ jd^on ^iibfd^ ju 
g£|e roar (td^ unb ba§ Si^I^i" roaren bie einjtgcn SBefcn, 5 
bte mctn 3Sater nid^t einju^olcn Dermod^tc, vocnn er unS ntit 
ber ^eitfd^e nad^Iief), rooHte ber $ate Sod^em axxi) mx6) cinmal 
mitne^men m^ 3Kariafd^u^. 

„3Keinetroeg'," fagte mein SSater, „ba fann ber S3ub' gletd^ 
bic neue ©ifenbal^n fel^en, bie fie iiber ben ©emmering je^t lo 
gebaut l^aben. 3)aS £od^ burd^ ben Serg foU jd^on fertig fein," 

„33e^iit' un§ ber §err/' rief ber $ate, ,,ba^ roir baS 
SCeufelSjeug anfd^au'n! 'S ift alleS Slenbroerf, 'S ift alleS 
nid^t roal^r/' 

„Rann aui) fein," fagte mein SSater unb ging bat)on. i5 

^6) unb ber $ate mad^ten un§ auf ben 2Beg; roir gingen 
iiber ba§ ©tu^ledfgebirge, um ja bem SC^ale nid^t in bie 3?d^e 
gu fommen, in roeld^em nad^ ber £eut' JReben ber SeufelSroagen 
auf unb ab ging. 3ll§ roir aber auf bem l^o^en Serge ftanben 
unb l^inabfd^auten in ben ©pitalerboben, fa^en roir einer fd^arfen 20 
Sinie entlang einen braunen Sffiurm fried^en unb bariiber ein 
aiaud^roolflein fd^roeben. 

//S^fftt^ 5Karon!" fd^rie mein $ate, „ba§ ift fd^on fo roag! 
fpring ^\xi^ !" — Unb roir lief en bie entgegengefe^te ©eite beS 
Serges ^inunter. 25 

©egen 3lbenb lamen roir in bie Siieberung, bod^ — entroeber 
ber $ale roar ^ier nid^t roej^funbig ober e§ ^atte i^n bie 
9leugierbe, bie il^m guroeilen arg gufe^te, Uberliftet, ober roir 
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34 2llS id^ baS crftc 2Ral auf bcm 35ampfn)a0Ctt faf;. 

xoaxm auf cine ,,3ntt)utjen" geftiegen — anftatt in 9Kariafd^u$ 

ju fctn, ftanbcn roir t)or cincnt ungcl^euten ©d^utt^aufcn unb 

^intcr bcmfelbcn wax ein to^lfinftercS Sod^ in ben S3erg l^inein. 

-^ S)a8 Sod^ roar fd^cr fo gro^, ba^ barin ein §au§ ^attc ftcl^cn 

5 lonnen, unb jot ntit glei^ unb ©d^idf auggcntaucrt ; unb ba 
ging cine ©tta^e mtt jroei eifetnen Seiften balder unb fd^nur^ 
gerabe in ben S3erg ^inein. 

5Kein $ate ftanb lange fd^roeigenb ba unb fd^Uttelte ben 
Kopf; enblid^ ntunneltc ex: „3^ft* ftel^en voix ba. 5Da§ roirb 

10 bic ncumobifd^c Sanbftra^e fein. Slber berlogen ift'S, ba^ jic 
ba ^ineinfa^rcn!" 

Rait n)ic ©rabcSluft roefitc eS au^ bent Sod^c. 2Bcitcr ^in 
gcgen ©pital in bet Slbenbfonne ftanb an bet eifetnen ©tta^e 
ein gentauetteS §au§d^en; bat)ot tagte eine ^o^e ©tange, auf 

16 biefet baumelten jroei bluttote Sugeln. $lo|lid^ taufd^te eS 
an bet ©tange unb eine bet Sugein ging roie von ©eiftet^anb 
gejogen in bie §6^e. SBit etfd^tafen ba^. 2)a^ eS l^ict ntit 
ted^ten 3)ingen nid^t_juginge, roat leid^t ju metfen. 35od^ 
ftanben roit roie feftgeroutjelt. 

20 ,;$ate Sod^em/' fagte id^ Icife, ,,f|5tt ^\)x nid^t fo ein 
Stummen in bet ©tben?" 

„^a fteilid^, ^\xh'/' entgegnete et, ,,e8 bonnett roaS! e§ 
ift ein @tbbibn" (©tbbeben). ®a tl^at et fd^on ein J%lid^ 
©Jo^nen. 3luf bet eifetnen ©tta^e ^etan lam ein foJ^lfd^roatjeS 

25 2Befen. (Ss fd^ien anfangS ftiH^ufte^en, routbe abet immet 

gto^et unb na^te ntit mad^tigem ©d^nauben unb ^gfuftetn unb 

ftiefe auS bent Slad^en geroaltigen 3)ampf au^. Unb l^inten^et — 

„Rxz\x^ ©otteS!" tief mein ^atc, „ba ^dngen ja ganje §aufet 
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$t(d id^ bag erfte 3Ra( auf bem ^ampftuagen faf;. 35 

b'ran!" Unb roa^r^ftig, rocnn roir fonft gcbad^t l^attcn, an 
bie SotomottDc rodren ein paar ©tcircrtt)dglcin gcfpannt, auf 
bcnen bic SHeifenbcn ft|cn fonntcn, fo jal^en roit nun cincn 
ganjcn 3}iar!tflcc!en mtt t)iclcn gcnftcm f|erantoHen, unb jji ben 
genftern fd^autcn Icbcnbigc 5Kcttfd^enI6pfc l^ejauS, unb fd^rcdflid^ s 
fd^ncU ging^S, unb dn fold^eS Sraufcn xoax, ba^ cincm bcr 
SJctftanb ftitt^ftanb, 35aS bringt !cin §cngott mcl^r jum 
Steven! ficrs mtt nod^ ein. S)a l^ob bet $atc bic bcibcn 
§dnbc empor unb ticf mit t)ct5n)cifcltcr ©timme: ,;3cf[ttS/ 
geffaS, ic|t fal^ren fie tid^tig in'S Sod^!" lo 

Unb fd^on wax baS Unge^cuet mit feincn f|unbctt SRdbcm 
in bcr Siefc; bic SWiirffeitc bcS Ic^ten SBagenS fd^rumpfte 
jufammcn, nut ein Sid^tlein bat)on fa^ man nod^ cine 2Beilc, 
bann wax aHe§ DCtfd^munben, blo§ bet Soben brol^ntc unb 
an^ bem Sod^e fticg ftill unb trdgc bcr SRaud^. 15 

3JJein $ate roifd^te fid^ mit bem Srmcl ben ©d^roci^ t)om 
!Mngefid^t unb ftantc in ben SCunnel. 

3)ann faf) er mid^ an unb fragtc : ,,§aft 2)u'§ aud^ 8^^^^^/ 
«ub^?" 

,,3d^ fiab'3 aud^ gefcf|en." 20 

„9lad^{|^r lann'S Icine Slenberei gemefen fein/' murmclte 
ber Sod^cm. 

aSir gingen auf bcr ga^rftra^c ben 33erg f|inan; roir fallen 
au^ mc^rcren <B6)a6)icn JRaud^ ^crt)orftcigen. Xief unter unfem 
gii^en im Serge ging bcr ©ampfmagen. 25 

„2)ic finbjin mie beS ^uben ©ceri" fagte mein $ate unb 
meinte bie 6ifcnba^n=9lcifcnbcn. „2)ie Ubermiitigen Scut' finb 
felber in'S (Srab gefprungen!" 
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36 2llg idj baS crftc 3Kal auf bcm 2)ampfn)a9cn faf;. 

^eim (Saft^aufc auf bent ©emmettng wax c§ DoHig ftill ; bie 
gto^cn ©taUungen waxen leer, btc Sifd^e in ben ©aftstmmcrn, bie 
^ferbetroge an ber ©tra^e raaren unbefe^t. 2)et SBirt, fonft ber 
ftolje Sel^enfd^et biefer ©Ira^e, lub uns ^ofUd^ ju einer ^gufe ein. 
5 ,,3Kir ift aHet 2lppelit Detgangen," antroortete mein $ate, 
^gefd^eite £eut' efjen nid^t t)tel, unb id^ bin l^eut' urn ein 
©tiidf^l gefd^eitct roorben." Sei bent 5!fionumente RaxV^ VI. 
(ba§ bantals fd^on bent SSerfaHe juneigte unb bi§ ^eute nod^ 
feinen JRettet gefunben l^at) flanben wxx ftiU unb fa^en in'g 

10 fiftencid^erlanb l^inau§, baS ntit feinen gelfen unb ©d^lud^ten 
unb feinet unabfe^baren ©bene t)or un^ auSgebrcitet lag. Unb 
als wxx bann abradrts fliegen, ba fa^en mx briiben in ben 
roilben ©d^roffradnben unfetn ©ifenbal^njug gel^en — flein raie 
eine 9laupe — unb liber ^o^e Sriidten, fiird^lerlid^e 2lbgriinbe 

15 fej^en, an fd^rainbelnben §dngen gleiten, bei^einem Sod^ ^inein, 
beim anbetn ^inau§ — gang t)ern)unberlid^. 

,/§ ift auf ber SEBelt ungleid^, roaS l^eutjutag' bie Sent' 
treiben/' ntumtelte mein ^aU. 
2ll§ xoix na6) 5Rariafd^u$ lanten, xoax e§ fd^on bunfel. 

20 2Bir gingen in bie Sird^e, n)o baS rote Sdmpd^en brannte, 
unb betcten. 

5Dann genoffen roir beim 2Birt ein IleineS Siad^tmal^l unb 
gingen an ben ^ammern ber ©taHmdgbe ooriiber auf ben 
§euboben, um gu fd^Iafen. 

25 aSir lagen fd^on eine SBeile. ^6) lonnte unter ber Saft ber 
©inbrildte unb unter ber ©timmung be§ grembfein^ tein 2luge 
fd^Iie^en, Dennutete jebod^, ba^ ber "^aie bereits fii^ fd^Iummere ; 
ba t^at biefer plo^Iid^ ben 5!fiiinb auf unb fagte : , 
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2llg idj baS crftc 2Ral auf bcm 2)ampfn)agcn faj. 37 

^©c^lafft fc^on, Sub'?" 

„9ictn/' antroortctc 16) . 

„^u/' fagte ct, „nttd^ reitct bcr 2^eufcl!" 
. ^6) ctfd^ra!. ©o n)a§ an cincm SBallfal^rtSort, baS roar 
unerl^ort. s 

„^6) mu^ t)or bent ©d^lafengcl^cn tcincn SBci^btunn' 
gcnommen ^abcn/' pftertc ct, ,/g gibt mit fcinc SHul^', 'S ift 
arg, Sub\" 

,,2Ba3 beftn, $atc?" ftagtc id^ mit wanner SCetlnal^me. 

„9ia, ntorgcn, roenn id^ tommunijicre, Icid^t n)irb*3 befler/' lo 
berul^igte er ftd^ fclbft. 

,,2^ut eu^ tMg roeV, $atc?" 

,/8 ift cine 35umm^eit. 2Ba§ meinft, SUbel, roeil n)ir fd^on 
fo na^' babei fmb, probieren roir'S?" 

2)a id^ il^n nid^t cerftanb, fo gab id^ feine 2lntn)ort. 15 

„aBa3 tann unS gefd^e^en ?" fu^r ber $ate fort, „xt)mn'^ bie 
anbern il)nn, roarunt nid^t roir aud^ ? ^d) lafi' mir'g loften." 

@r fd^TOci^t int Sraunt, bad^te id^ bei ntir felber unb ^ord^te 
mit gleife. 

„5Da roerben fte einmat fd^auen/' ful^r cr fort, „n)enn roir 20 
l^eimfommen unb fagen, ba^ roir auf bent ©ampfroagen gefa^ren 
fmb!" 

^ i) wax %ki6) babei> 

„^ber eine ©Unbl^aftigfeit ift'S!" ntumielte er, „na, Ie]d^t 
toirb'S morgen beffer, unb je^t tj^n toir in @otte§ 3?amen 25 
fd^Iafen." 

2lm anbern Sage gingen roir beid^ten unb lommuni^ieren 
unb rutfd^ten auf ben ^nieen urn ben Slltar ^erum. 2lber als 
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38 2llg id^ bag crftc 3Kal auf bcm 2)ampfn)a9cn fa^. 

roir J^cintTOartS Icnitcn, ba mcintc bet $atc nut, cr rooHc fid^ 
bietDciten gar nid^ts t)otncf|mcn, cr rooHe nur ben ©emmering= 
Sa^n^of je^en, unb roir lentten unfem SBeg bal^in. 
Seim ©emmertng=Sal^n^of fallen wit baS Sod^ auf ber 
6 anbem ©eite. 9Bar au^ lol^lfinfter, — ©in 3ws ^on SBien roar 
angeseigt. 5Kein ^ate unterj^gjiidite ntit bent Sa^nbeamten, er 
n)oHe jTOei ©ed^fer geben, unb gletd^ Winter bent 95erg, too bag 
Sod^ auf^ort, rooHten wix roieber abfleigen. 
„®letd^ jointer bent 93erg, n)o bas Sod^ auf^ort, l|alt ber 
10 3w9 nid^t," fagte ber Sa^nbeantte lad^enb. 

„2lber roenn xoxx abfteigen woHen!" metnte ber Sod^em. 
„^l)X mii^t bis ©pital fal^ren. 3ft fiir jroei ^erfonen jn)ei= 
unbbrci^ig ^reujer 5Wunj." . . 3 S . \*7 

3Kein S^ate nteinte, er laffc fid^ roas foften, aber fo t)tel rate 
15 bie ^ol^ §erren lonne er armer ©d^Iuder nid^t geben ; gubent 
fei an unS betben \a lein ©erotd^t ba. — @g ^olf ntd^tS; ber 
Seantte lie^ nid&t l|anbeln. 5Der $ate ga^lte ; x6) ntu^te jraei 
„gute" Kreujer betfteuem. SKittlerraeile !rod^ au§ bent nad^ften, 
unteren Sunnel ber 3^9 pernor, fd^naufte l^eran, unb td^ glaubte 
20 fd^on, baS geroaltige 2)ing rooHe nid^t anl^alten. (S§ jtfd^te unb 
fpie unb a6)itt — ba ftanb e§ fttll. 

SBie ein §u^n, bent man ba§ §im auS bent Kopfe gefd^nitten, 
fo ftanb ber $ate ba, unb fo ftanb id^ ba. 2Bir roaren ntd^t 
jum @tnfteigen gef ontnten ; ba fd^upfte ber ©d^affner ben $aten 
25 in einen SBaggon unb ntid^ nad^. ^n bentfelben 3lugenblidte 
rourbe ber 3^9 ab^eldutet unb i6) f|orte nod^, n)ie ber in*§ 
6oupe ftolpernbe Sod^ent ntumtelte: „3)a§ ift meine 2^oten= 
glorfe." Se^t fa^en roir'S aber: im 3Baggon roaren Sanle^ 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



Slid id^ bag crftc 3Kal auf bem 2)ampfn)agcn fa^. 39 

fd^ict rote in ctncr Kird^e; «nb als mx jum gcnfter ^inauS- 
fd^auten — „3cf[aS unb aSaton!" fd^ric mein $atc, „ba btau^cn 
fitegt ja cine aSauet t)orbci!" — 3c^t routbc c8 finftet unb xoxx 
faf|cn, ba^ an bcr 2Banb unfetes fnatrcnben ©tubd^cns cine 
£)IIampe btannte. S)tau^en in bet ^lad^t taufd^te unb tofte 5 
eS, al§ rodren roir t)on geroaltigen aSJafferfdIlcn umgeben, unb 
ein= um'3 anbetemal l^allten jd^auerlid^e $fiffe. 3Bit reiften 
unter bcr 6rbc. 

3)er ^atc ^iclt bic §dnbe auf bem ©d^ofe gefaltet, unb 
l^aud^te: ,,3" ®otte§ SRamen. 3e|t geb' id^ mid^ in alles 10 
btein. SEBarum bin id^ bet bteiboppelle 9iatt geroefen." 

Se{|n SSatetunfet lang mod^ten xoxx jo begtaben geroefen jein, 
ba lid^tete eS fid^ roiebet, btaufeen flog bie aJlauet, flogen bie 
Xelegtapl^enflangen unb bie Saume unb wit ful^ten im gtilnen 
%l)ak. 15 

aWein^ate ftie^ mid^ an bet ©eite: ,,5Du, SubM S)a3 ift 
gat auS^bet SBeif' geroefen, abet ie|t — je^t l^ebt'S mit an ju 
gefaUen. SRid^tig roa^t, bet 5Dampfn)agen ift roaS ©drones ! 
Segetl unb jetum, ba ift \a fd^on baS ©pitaletbotf ! Unb roit 
finb ctft eine SSiettelftunbe gefa^ten ! 33u, ba l^aben roit unfet 20 
®elb nod^ nid^t ttbgefeffen> 3^ benf', ^vih\ xoxx bleiben nod^ 
ftften." 

aJlit roat's ted^t. 3^ bettad^tete bas S^wg ^on innen unb 
id^ blirfte in bie fliegenbc ©egenb l^inauS, fonnte abet nid^t 
tlug roetben. Unb mein ^aU tief : „5Ra, Sub\ bie Seut* fmb 25 
gefd^eit! Unb ba^eim roetben fie 3lugen ma6)er\\ §att* id^ 
baS @elb baju, id^ lie^e mid^, roie id^ je^t' ft$', auf unfetn 
Setg ^inauf fasten!" 
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„5Kttrjj«fd^lag!" rief bcr ©d^affncr. 3)cr SBagen ftanb; 
toix jd^tDinbelten jur Xl^ut l^inaud. 

35et 2:^utfte^er nal^m un§ bic ^apierjd^ni^cl ah, bie roir 

bcim ©infteigen befommcn l^attcn, unb uetttat unS ben 3lu3gang. 

5 ,,§e, Setter !" rief cr, „btefe Garten galten nur bis ©pital. 

35a ^ei|t'8 nad^ja^len, unb j^roar baS 33oppclte fiir groci 

^crjonen; mad^t cinen (Sulben fed^S Sreujer!" 

3d^ ftante meincn ^Patcn an, ntein ^Patc mid^. „33ub'/' 
fagtc biejer enblid^ mit fcl^r umflortcr ©timme, „^aft 35u ®clb 
10 bci 2)ir?" 

„^6) f)aV Icin ®elb bei mix/' fd^Iuc^jtc ic^. 

„^6) f)ab^ and) tetnS me^r," nturmeltc 'ber Sod^em. 

aSJir TOurbcn in cine Sanjiei gefd^oben, bort mu^tcn roir 

unjere Safd^en umle^ren. ©in blaueS ©adttud^, baS fiir ung 

15 beibc roar unb baS bie §crren nid^t anrill^rten, ein l^art 

SRinblein 93rot, cine ru^igc 2)abaISpfeifc, ein 2^afd^enmefjer, 

etroaS ©d^TOamm unb geuerftein, ber Seid^tjettel t)on 9Kariafd|u^ 

unb ber leberne ©elbbeutel enblid^, in bem fid^ nid^ts befanb 

als ein geroeil^tcS 5Keffing=3lmuletd^en, ba3 ber $ate ftets 

20 ntit jtd^ trug im feften ©lauben, ba^ jein ®elb nid^t ganj 

auSge^e, fo lange er baS geroei^te 35ing im Bade l)abe. 63 

f|atte fid^ avi6) beroa^t bi§ auf biefen Sag — unb je^t roar's 

auf einmal au^ mit feiner Sraft, — SBir burften unfere 

§abfeligleiten jroar roieber einftedfen, rourben aber ftunbenlang 

25 auf bem Sal^nl^ofe juriidbe^alten unb mu^ten mef|rere SSer^ore 

befte^en. 

©nblid^, als fd^on ber %a% gur 5Reige ging, §ur S^it, ba 
nad^ fo rafd^er ^al^rt roir leid^t fd^on fatten ju ^aufe fein 
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fijnncn, routbcn roit entlaflcn, unt nun ben 3Bcg iibcr 93ctg . 
unb %\)al in ftodfftnftetct 3la6)i priicfgulegcn. 

2llS n)it burd^ ben SluSgang bc3 Sa^nl^ofcS fd^lid^cn, 
murmclte mcin $atc: „95etm 2)ampfn)agcn ba — '3 ift bod^ 
bet 2^cufel babei!" 5 
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^\^x ©ommet wax ^ei^ geroefcn. 3)a3 5Koo8 beS 2BaIb= 
^^■"^ bobenS roar fa^I unb fprbbc gerootbcn unb jroifd^en ben 
§almgcrippcn bet ©rafer \a\) man auf ben grauen ©tbboben. 
5Rcben ben biinen Siabein beS SBalbbobenS lagen tote 3lmeifen 

5 unb Safer, 5Die ©teine in ben Setten bet Scid^e roaren trocfen 

unb roet^ rote ©Ifenbein, SBo bajroifd^en nod^ ein Siimplein 

ftanb, ba ftarb barin eine goreHe ober ein anbereS 2:ier bes 

aSJafferS. 

2)ie Suft roar bid^t unb bie Serge — aud^ bie nal^en — 

10 roaren blau. 33ie ©onnc roar beS 3KorgenS rot roie baS 
oerbonte 93latt einer 93ud^e, bann bla^ unb glanjIoS, fo ba^ 
man i^r in'S ©eftd^t fe^en lonnte. 5Katt Irod^ fie ^in iiber 
bie graue SSiifte beS §immcl3, al3 roare fte erfd^opft oor 3)urft. 
®egen Slbenb ftiegen l^auftg jd^arfgerdnbcrte, glanjenbe aBoHen 

15 auf; bie Seute fingen ju ^offen an, aber eS lam ein Suftjug 
unb am anberen 3Korgcn roaren bie SBoIfen oergangen unb ber 
ndd^tlid^e 2:au aufgefogen, 

33rau^en im 3)orfe rourbe ein Sitttag um 9legen angeorbnet. 
2)a ftromten auS unferem 2Balbe bie Seute baoon, nur ber altc 

20 Sned^t 3KarfuS unb id^ blieben im einfamcn §aufe, unb ber 
Kned^t fagte ju mir : „2Benn ba§ fd^on* SBetter ^r ift, roirb'S 
regnen, roaS ^ilft ber Sitttag ! 2Benn un3 ein §engott ^er= 
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gcjc^t l^at, fo roirb cr fcinen fd^road^cn Sopf ^abcn unb unfcr 
DCtgeffcn. Unb ^at cr feinen Kopf, jo ba^ er bie 2BcIt nut mit 
ben §anbcn gufammcnftcllt unb ntit ben gii^en auScinanbettrttt, 
nun, jo f)ai et auc^ teinc D^ren. aBofiit ^ernad^ ba§ (Sejd^rei ! 
©agft ®u nid^t auc^ baSfelb/, Subel?" 5 

Seutc, was la^t fid^ brauf fagcn ! ,,®et flned^t 3KarIu§ ift 
ein alter ©ptntifieyet" — baS la^t fid^ brauf fagen. 

3e|t jprang ber SRiegelberger §alter jur 2:^ur ^crein. ©r 
roar t)or Slufregung fprad^IoS, burd^ baS genfter roteS er ntit 
beiben Scigeftngcrn auf ben SRiidfen beS gilnbaumroalbeS ^in. 10 
2)er Sncd^t \af) eS unb fd^lug bic §dnbc jufammcn. 

33ort Winter bem SBalbriidfcn fticg ein riefiger SEBirbcl t)on 
rotcm SRaud^ auf unb t)erfinftertc ben ^immcL 

,,35a3 lann ein Ungliid geben!" rief ber 3KarIuS, langtc 
nad^ ciner Sljt unb cilte bacon, 15 

35cr 9laud^ flutctc immcr ^eftiger auf unb rourbe imnter 
breiter unb bid^ter. 3d^ fing bod^ ba§ ©efd^rei an, bem ber 
Kncd^t leine Sebeutung bcilegen rooHte. 68 ^atte aud^ feinc, 
n)ic ftd^'§ roicS. 

3ln ben fonnigen Se^nen beS gilnbaumfd^lageS roar's geroefen, 20 
roo ba§ biirre ©eftriippe lag. Slal^e roo ber l^aIbt)erborrte 
Sdrd^en=2lnroad^§ begann, roar bie glamme entftanben, lein 
3Kenfd^ rou^te roie. 3wc^ft tjtod^te fie leid^t l^inge^iipft fein 
t)on Sleifig ju SReifig, bann empor oon 3lft ju 3lft mit flattemben 
^liigeln. ^lo^Iid^ entfaltet ba§ ©lement feine roilbe ©eroalt, 25 
feine roten, fiegreid^en gal^nen. 3)er SBalb roirb ^ol^er unb 
bid^ter, an bem ®eafte f|angen langc 5Koo§fled^ten nieber unb 
bie t)or roenigen ^a^ren x)on einem fd^roeren §agelfd^lage 
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gcfd^abigtcn ©tammc finb l^atjig bis l^inauf ju ben SBipfcIn. 
§ei, tt)ic bic feurigcn 3wngcn led^jcn «nb cmpotlobcrn! Unb 
in ben ©riinben giingcin fie roie ein ©d^IangengejUd^t unb 
alletfeitS beginnt \x6) ein fiird^terlid^cS Seben gu entroidcln. 

5 3)ic TOenigen §olj^auet tennen in SSetrairtung Return unb 
flud^en unb rufen mi) §ilfc. 3lbet bet SBJalb unb fcine §Utten 
finb mcnfd^enleer, aUeS ift bei bet Sitt^^ojeffion. Sis fie 
nad^ ©tunben enblid^ lommen, ift ber ^o6)xoaVt> im Stanbe. 
®a3 ift ein giebern unb bittern in ber Suft, ein Krad^en unb 

10 5Praf|eln roeitl^in ; Sfte ftiirjen nieber, ©tamme bred^en ^ufammen 
unb fptU^en nod^ einmal auf in ben roogenben Slaud^. 5Reu 
unb ftifd^ bittfen gliif|enbe Suftftrome burd^ baS ©e^olg; bie 
glammen erjeugen fid^ felbft ben Sturm, auf bem fie faE)ren. 
D geraaltigeS, nimmerfatteS element! @S jel^rt, fo lange es 

15 lebt, unb lebt, fo lange eS jel^rt, eS t)erje^rt • bie 2Belt, unb 

roenn fie erreid^bar, taufenb 333elten, unb l^at nimmer genug. 

Seine 3Rad^t fann fo in*S Unenblid^e road^fen als ba§ geuer, 

- barum fteUt eS ber ©e^r als ben le^ten ©ieger iiber aHeg 

bar, alS ben §errfd^er in ©raigfeit. 

20 35ie 5Kenfd^en arbeiteten unb arbeiteten; mand^en trugen 
fte l^alb oerbrannt x)on bannen. 5Der Sned^t SKarluS fa^ bie 
fiird^terlid^en golgen, aber er jammerte nid^t unb er oerjagte 
nid^t, er mar bie ftille, bie ruf|ige %\)ai. ©d^on begannen 
feine ^arjigen Kleiber ^uer ju fangen, ba eilte er ^inab ^um 

25 Sad^bett unb maljte ftd^ im ©anb, bis ftd^ biefer an aHe 2:eile 
feineS tlebrigen 2lnjugS gelegt f|atte. 3lun roar er gepanjert. 
Sfte f|aute er ab, Sdume ^ieb er urn — o ©ott, bas fd^Iug 
nid^t an. 35er gliifienbe ©trom braufte roeiter; bie fal^Ien 
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Sfte in bcr SRunbc, bic totnabcligen S^eigc l^artten fd^on bet 
nal^cnbcn glammcnbrout unb ^ubcn nod^ frii^et gu btcnnen 
an, als fie ber erfte Sufe eneid^te. 

3lun fud^ten bte Sltbeiter, bie t)on alien ©eiten lierbeigefommen 
TOaren, ben glammen einen SSotfprung abjugerainnen unb i^nen 5 
burd^ breite 3lbgodungcn eine ®renje ju fe^en, aber eS teilte 
fid^ bet 93tanb in 3ltme nad^ t)etfd|iebenen §immel§gegenben. 
3ut aibenbftunbe etl^ob \\6) ein SBinb unb jetjaufte bie mad^tigen 
geuetfal^nen in taufenb ^e^en unb x)etx)ielfdltigte iiberaU baS 
element. 2)a§ roat ein un^eimlid^eS 5Dto^nen in ben SUften lo 
unb ein rounbetUd^ Seud^ten ^in iibet ba§ roeite, bunfle 
ffialblanb. 

@tfd^5pft unb tatloS lie^en bie 5Kannet i^te §anbe ftnfen, 
bie SBeibet taumten i^te §iitten au§ unb rou^ten mit bet 
§abe nid^t n)of|in. 15 

Sn tiefen 3:metn roat'eS no6) tu^ig, ba ^otte man nid^ts 
al§ ba§ leife gliiftetn bet l^o^en 2:annen, abet bet nad^tlid^e 
§immel mat tofig unb jumeilen flog l)o6) oben ein geuetbtad^e 
ba^in. ®ann miebet lam eine jmitfd^etnbe 9?ogelfd^aat unb 
bie ^eimatlofen SLietd^en fd^offen planloS um^et, unb bie 3Re^e 20 
unb §itfd^e tamen etfd^tedft ^etan ju ben 3Renfd^enmol^nungen. 

„aBie bief.en Xieten gel)t'S un^ alien!" Ilagte ein SBeib; 
,,!eine 3Kenfd^enmbglid^feit, ba| bet SBalb getettet mitb — 
aHeS btennt, alle§ btennt! D E^tifti ^eilanb, eS ift ba§ 
iiingfte ©eti^t!" 25 

S^agelang ma^tte bet ©teuel. 

aSon unfetm l^od^gelegenen §aufe auS fallen mit au3 ben 
SBalbetn beS gilnbaum unb bes gelfenleiten bie glammen 
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ftill unb langfam aufftcigen. 33tc ganje ©cgenb lag in cincnt 
triibcn ©d^Iciet unb jd^atfcr Stanbgcrud^ ftad^ in unfere 5Rajen. 
Unfet S3ctg jd^ien cingcTOolbl von SRaud^, bafe eS oft fd^ier 
bunfel raar, Unb ba flanb m gro^eS, triibroteS Slab iibcr 

5 unS, ba§ ber dim6) umroirbcltc, ccrbccfte unb bod^ nid^t ganj 
Dcrtilgcn fonnte. ®8 roar bic ©onnc. SBit fa^en abet a\x6), 
roie bad §euer aUmdl^lid^ gegen unS ^etanritdte; e§ ftieg Uber 
bic §ol^en ^er unb c§ ftieg in bie Sl^dler nieber, unb eS ftieg 
enblid^ an unferm Sergl^ange l^eran. 2Bir beburften beS 2lbenbS 

10 feineS ^ienfpanS me^r in bet ©tube, roir fatten DoHauf Sid^t, 
benn jel^n 3Kinuten roeit t)om §aufe brannte ber fd^one 
Ki^troalb. 

35a3 aSie^ flatten roir Idngft auf bie Sllmroeibe gejagt unb 
bie ©inrid^tungSftUdfc beS §aufeS mitten auf ba§ freie gelb 

15 l^inauSgefd^leppt. ^alb roa^nfinnige SKenfd^en famen ^erbci, 

®er SSerniinftigften einer roar ber* uralte 5Kartin, bent bre 

§iitte t)erbrannt roar unb ber nun mitternad^tig beim Sd^eine 

bed SBalbbranbeS ^reifeelbeeren ppdtc. 

5Kein aSater Iletterte auf ben 35dd^ern unfereS ©epfteS 

20 ^erum unb mit einer langen ©tange, an beren ®nbe er einen 
naffen Zappen gebunben l^atte, fd^Iug er bie* gunfen tot, bie 
^erangeflagen tamen unb fid^ auf bag 3)ad^ gefe^t fatten. 

Sn ber fiinften 5Rad^t, als roir in einer 6dfe unferer 
auSgerdumten ©tube lauernb fd^Iiefen, rourben roir plb^Iid^ 

25 t)on einem lauten 2:ofen geroerft, unb ber altc 3Jlar!u3, ber 
auf bent 35ad^e Siad^troad^e l^atte, rief: „2)a3 ift fd^on red^t! 
2)a§ ift fd^on red^tl" 
©in SBettcrfturm ^atte fid^ er^oben unb roiltetc in bent 
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brcnncnbcn SBalbc, bafe cS cine fd^rcdbarc ^rad^t roar. 31IS 
ob ein wilftcS ©eroafler ba^tnbraufte jroifd^cn ben ©tammcn, 
fo toftc unb bro^ntc cs. 2lbcr baS gcucr rourbc in bie 
cntgcgcngcfe^tc Slid^tung uon unferm §aufc gcworfcn, unb baS 
war eS, roaS bcm alten 3WarfuS fo rcd^t fd^icn. 2)ie glammen 5 
roarcn roic auf roilbcr glud^t; fic iibcrfprangcn gangc SBSalb- 
particcn unb gilnbctcn an ncucn, cntlcgcncn ©tcDcn. 

„'§ ift t)orbei, je^t finb wit fcrtig!" fagtcn bie Scute, 
roarcn ratios unb t^aten ben 3Wunb auf. ^a roa^rlid^, eS 
fielen gebratenc SSogel auS bet 2uft. ©tlid^e, als fie bie lo 
la^Igebrannten §dnge fa^en, geroannen fogar i^ren §umor 
roieber unb meinten, es miiffe fd^on ein gar befonbereS fjeft 
fommen, ba^ ftd^ gar bie Serge rafierten. 

3lls fid^ ber Drfan gelegt ^atte, fam ein 3flegengu^. 2)er 
Slegen roa^rte tagclang unb bie SBolfen ftiegen trage auf unb 15 
nieber. Sange nod^ mifd^te fid^ mit i^nen ber Saud^ ber . 
fo^Ienben ©trilnfe — enblid^ aber roar aHeS geuer auSgelofd^t. 
Ueber aHeS legte fid^ ber feud^te, froftige 9lebel — eS roar bi€ 
^erbftlid^e geit. 

©0 ift bie Segebenl^eit ^ier erja^lt. 2)er 35ranb unferer 20 
2BaIber roar fo gro^artig, ba^ er nur mit ben glU^enbften 
garben einer roilben ^^antafie red^t bargeftellt roejben !onnte. 
3)a mir biefe nid^t jur §anb finb, blieb nid^ts anbereS iibrig, 
als mit bem ^alboerbla^ten ©tifte ber ©rinnerung einfad^ j\u 
fti^jieren. 25 

3)od^ enbet ber 2BaIb mit feinem Untergange nid^t unb nad^ 
iebem (Snbe fommt ein 3lnfang. 

2)er 5RebeI beS §erbfteS fpann ben ©d^nee; im 2Binter 
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fallen xoxx t)"on unfcm ^cnftctn au3 wcit mcl^r roci^c gldd^cn 
als fonft. 2lber erft als bet Senj fam, fa^en wit, roaS bcr 
aOSalbbranb angcrid^tct ^attc. ttberatt uerfo^ltcr ®runb, toft= 
farbtge ©tcinc, ^albucrbrannte SButjcIn, unb barilbcr ragtcn 

5 bie fd^roarjen ©triinfc ctnjclncr Saumftammc. — 5Run latnen 
btc Scute unb rcutcten. ©tc ftad^cn ben fd^roarjcn 3flafcn um, 
fie fdeten Sorn in baS ©rbreid^ ; ben Dbbad^lofen rourben neue 
§iitten gebaut. Unb als ber grii^^erbft fam, roar's eine 
§enlid^leit. Kein 3Wenfd^ in unferem SBalblanbe ^atte je eine 

10 fo grofee golbgelbe ^rad^t gefe^en, als eS baS Somfelb roar, 
bag jtd^ ilber bie Serge ^injog. SBir mu^ten aHe jufammen^ 

V l^alten, bie %lui ber §alme, rooDon einer fein fd^roereS §aupt 
auf bie 2ld^fel beS anbern legte, einju^eimfen. 3^ erinnere 
mid^ nod^ an baS 2Bort, baS bei biefer ©elegen^eit ber ^farrer 

15 fprad^: „3)er §err fd^Idgt bie SBunben, aber er fpenbet aud^ 

■ ben Salfam, fein 5Rame fei gelobt!" — 3lm nfid^ften SCage 

fd^idfte er feine Sned^te, um t)on ber reid^en ©rnte ben S^^^nt 

ju ^olen, unb er l^at red^t get^an. 

3Jad^ biefen Sagen roar uom gilnbaumfd^Iag biS ju unferm 

20 §aufe ^eran gelb um gelb unb gegen brei^ig ^a^re lang 
gab ber ©runb beS uerbrannten SHBalbeS ben 3Kenfd^en ©rot. 
§eute ^aben fid^ bie 3Wenfd^en uerjogen, jerftreut ober finb 
geftorben, unb neuerbingS fpro^t auf ben Serg^B^en ber junge, 
griine 2BaIb. 5Reue§, unenblid^eS Seben roebt barin — eine 

25 iippige ^flanjenroelt, ein luftigeS SLierreid^, eine ^elle ©otteS- 
morgenfreube. 
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\y\(i)i gar wctt t)om §aufc, jwifd^cn unb untcr^alb t)on 
^ ^ gclbtatnen unb aSiefenlel^ncn ift cine ©d^Iud^t. ©ic ift 
t)ott bid^ten unb ^o^en ®rlcn= unb ^afelnu^gcbiifd^cS, jwifd^cn 
roeld^en ©emten, ©d^tctltng unb ©aucrampfer roud^cm. Untcr 
btefen ©cwdd^fen riefelt ctn 2Baffer, bag feincrjeit juwcilcn s 
nut t)on eincm burftigcn ^totlein aufgejud^t rourbc, fonft abet, 
fo flat unb frifd^ c§ war, ganj unbcad^tct blicb, bt§ unfcr 
5Rad^bar, ber S^oma, bem bie ©d^lud^t ^e^ort, cine 3KU^lc in 
biefclbc baute. SDic 3KU^Ic panb fo terftedft im ©ebiifd^c, 
ba^ x6), wenn id^ bei meiner 3linbct^erbc auf bem SBiefentainc lo 
[tanb, t)crgcben§ nad^ bcrfelbcn gcfpd^t ^attc, wenn an i^r 
unb ^od^ ilbcr ben ©eftraud^cn nid^t gwei Sanncn emporgcragt 
^aben wiirbcn. 2luf biefcn 2^anncn fafe gem ein §abid^t 
unb pfiff ju mix unb meinen 3flinbetn ^criibct, ba^ id^ x>ox 
©rauen in ©ebanfcn oft cin ^cilig SBatcrunfer betetc. 2lud^ i5 
vox ber 5!Kil^Ic fiird^tctc td^ mid^; fie !am mir mit i^ren 
ewigen ©d^atten unb traurigcm SBafferraufd^cn fd^ier fo 
fd^aucrlid^ oor, roic jene im Wdxi)en meiner SWutter, in ber 
bie fd^one 5!Kiiller§tod^ter jmblf Slauber mit einer breiten §adfe 
gefopft ^at. 20 

5Da fam aber eine S^it, in ber id^ nailer mit ber ^Kiil^Ie 
im ©d^ierlinggraben Sefanntfd^aft madden fottte. 
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50 ^IS i4 ^er duller loar. 

Ilnfete fd^otie 3Jlu^Ie im lid^ten SSiefent^de, in bet id^ 

mcincm SSater fo oft bas Stotn tna^Icn ^alf, roar in cinct 

3la6)i niebetgebrannt, big auf bie ia^IIofen @ifenndgel tinb bie 

— jroei SWii^Ifteinc, bie ganj buntelrot angeloufen unb gar in 

5 me^rete ©tticfe auSeinanbetgef alien roarcn. 2)o3 SBoffenab om 

/Uw^ ^,£4^1^aIbt)erfo^Iten ©runbcl allein root pel^en geblieben, unb auf 

bagfelbe fd^o^ ber ^u^Ibad^ ntebet, unb bad Slab lief unb 

tanjte in ^aftiger ©ile wie nartifd^. SSerriicft roar eS geroorben 

ob beS UngliicfeS. Unb erft als mein SSater ben 5Wiif;lbad^ 

10 ab in ben glufe leitete, blieb baS Slab ftel^en, unb ftanb t)iele 

Sia^re lang ^od^ unb to^lfd^roarj unb unberoeglid^ iiber bem 

©d^utt. 

3ld^ unb mein SSater fatten alle ©ifenndgel jufammengefud^t 

auf ber Sranbftatte, aber ber ©d^mieb gab unS bafiir nur 

15 fiinfunbjroanjig ©rofd^en; unb bie SWii^Ie fonnten roir nid^t 

me^r aufbauen. 

2)a ging mein SSater jum Slad^bar Sl^oma unb fragte an, 

— was erJScgcnbienflcS leiftcn miijfe, menn er bie SWii^Ie im 

©d^ierlinggrobcn an Sagcn, ba fie leer fte^e, benii^cn bilrfe. 

» 35cr %f)oma Icgte mcinem SSatcr eincn Srotlaib Dor: cr 

mogc fid^ obfd^ncibcn, nur cin rcd^t grofe ©tiidf, cr, ber 

aiod^bor, ^obe gut fiom gebaut. 3^/ M«i> ^on megen ber 

aRil^lc, bie fonnc er, mein SJatcr, fd^on ^obcn; fo^ncn, 

groei Sage bie 9Bod^c pe^e fte [a leer ; unb eineS ©egcnbienjieS 

« rocgcn fonne tcine SRebc fcin; cr, mein Skater, fei mit bem 

'^tucr ungWdtlid^ gcroefcn ; ja, unb baS tonne jcbem gcfd^e^en. 

©oOc fid^ nur no^ $rot abfcbneibcn, cin ttd^t gto^ ©tiidt. 

®cf cgnc ©ott ! gcf cgnc ®ott [ 
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Slid ic^ bet TlvLlUx wax. 51 

3n unfcrcm ^au\t i[t mcin SSater fclbft bcr SWii^Icfel gciocfcn. 
Unb fo ftieg et eitied %aQt^, ben Aomfacf auf bet Sld^fel, triebet 
in ben ©d^ietlinggraben. ^d^, cin bibber Swnge, war entroebet 
^intet meinen SRinbetn obet l^intet nteinem SSatet ^et; ntein 
33atet wax mir ftetd bet tinfe^Ibarfte unb etfte 3Renfd^ atif s 
@tben, unb alle ahbeten 2cviie lief en nut fo neben mit; nut 
bet ^fanet unb bet Slmtmann au§genommen: bie ftanben 
^o^et; bet eine ^ielt'3 ganj mit @ott, bet anbete mit bem 
Saifet — unb mit unS ^ielt teinet Don beibcn. 

@o manb id^ mid^ benn ^intet meinem Satet butd^ bad lo 
etlen= unb §afelnu^gebufd^ bet 5Wii^Ie ju. Unb ate mit Dot 
betfelben ftanben, jog mein SSatet einen ^oljetnen ©d^luffel 
aug bem @a(f, fpettte bie gtaue, niebtige %l)nx auf, unb mit 
ftanben je^t in bet finfteten ^il^Ie, in meld^et nut bet 
ftaubige ^Die^Ifaften.. unb itbet bemfelben baS Stein^aug unb is 

^^>i^v bie Hufjd^iittmulbe unS matt cntgcgen blicften. SEBit ftiegcn 
itbet fed^g obet ad^t @tufen empot jum Sd^Uttboben; an bie 
btaune, fpinnmebige 3Banb bedfelben maten me^tete i^eiligen- 
bilbet geflebt; eine Htt §auSaItat, an bem au^ cin gtiineS 
SBei^btunngefa^d^en gangelte. 3Rein Satet befptengte ftd^ ao 
bamit ; bann leette et f einen ^otnfatf in bie @d^uttmulbe unb 
fd^aute jmifd^en ben f^gen nod^ ein menig butd^ ein ^nftetd^en 

iL/'tW^^f baS ftetig taufd^enbe SEBaffetflo^ l^inauS unb in bie SRabftubc 
^inab, aud meld^et etft eine ted^te ^inftetnid ^etootglo^te. 
Unb aid et fal^, ba^ alleS in Drbnung, btildte et mit beiben as 
§anben eine auS bet SBanb fte^enbe ©tangc niebet. S)a 
mutbe eg lebenbig. 3^^^ ^oxit x6) einen einjelnen ^lappet, 
balb einen jmeiten, btitten; bet 93oben f^nh fad^te an ju 
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52 9(lg ic^ bev miXlUv max. 

brbl^ncn, ju fd^ilttcln; baS ^lappcm wurbc fd^ncDer unb 
fd^ncHer unb lam enblid^ in cin gletd^ma^igeS SRotten unb 
filincn unb ©d^rillen. @S ging bic aKii^lc. 
aSon bem jttternben ©d^nabel ber ©d^iittmulbc ricfeltc baS 
5 braungclbc Stunnlein be§ ^omcS in ben ©tcin^als, an wcld^em 
fcincs rafd^cn SaufcS wcgcn webcr cin Kern nod^ ein SWajcrdbcn 
ju crfcnncn roar. c^ 

3Kein SSatct untcrwicS mid^ in ben 2)ingcn, bamit aud^ 
id^ ba3 ^iiKem letne, unb mad^te enblid^ bie ®ed(e be3 

10 3Wel^lfaftcn8 auf, in bem bcreits ber feine, roei^e ©taub beS 
SKe^IeS flog. 

©rft fpat abenbS — al§ eS fd^on fo finfter mar, ba^ ein 
jur Xf^nx ^ercinfpriil^enbeS S^^^^^i^w^w'^'^^c" ^^^ i^'S §^^8 
^inein erfd^redfte, meil id^ im 3lugenblidfe md^nte, eS fei ein 

15 ^eucrfunfe unb eS ^ebe aud^ biefe 3Wii^Ie ju brennen an — 
brudfte mein Sater mieber an ber SBanbftange ; ba murbe baS 
^lirren unb Klappern langfamer, nod^ bro^nte unb ad^jte baS 
Sabermerf trag unb trager, bann ftodfte es unb mar t)erftummt. 
— 3Wir flang eS in ben D^ren unb brau^en raufd^te mieber 

20 bas SBajjer. 

3Wein SSater befprcngte ©teinl^auS unb ?!Kel^l!aften mit bem 
SBei^maffer, bamit ilber 3?ad^t !ein UnglUdf lomme; bann 
t)erfd^Iofe er bie S^iir mit bem l^bljcmen ©d^Iiijjel unb mir 
ftiegen burd^ baS milbe ©eftraud^e unb iibcr bie 2Biefen:= 

25 unb gelWe^nen empor ju unferem §aufe. Slls mir iiber bie 
Seinmanbblcid^e gingen, l^ufd^te ein SBeibSbilb an unS uorbei 
unb ^iniiber ben Singer, auf meld^em bie ©fd^en unb bie 
Jtirfd^baume ftanben. 
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.3l(g ic^ bev 3»uller max. 53 

„13d& bcnf gar, bag ift bic fol^Ifd^roarje ©tina gcrocfcn/' 
fagte mein SSatet Dot fid^ ^in, „xok ndnifd^ lauft benn bie 
Return in bet 3lad^t!" 

„2)er tear' cS ftd^cr nid^t ungclcgcn gcfommen, rocnit fic 
unferc 33lctd^Ietnn)anb nod^ gefunbcn ^att' auf bcm 2lngcr/' 5 
mctntc tncine SWuttcr ba^eim. 

„Qx, baS fannft ntd^t roiffcn/' fagte mein SSatet ablel^nenb. 
„©ie mad^t fid^ i^r S3rot bei bet ^o^lenbrennerei, unb ©d^led^teS 
fann man i^r bod^ juft gerabc nid^t uiel nad^fagen." 

,,®ute§ aud^ nid^t," uerfe^tc bie 5Wutter; bann mar nid^t 10 
meiter me^r bax)on bie Slebe. 

SBir gingen jum 5Rad^teffen. 5Rad^ biefem fe^te fid^ meine 
5Wutter jum ©pinnrab unb fang ein 2ieb unb erja^Ite ein 
5Wdrd^en. ®a§ 3Ward^en uon ber mei^en ^rau, mie fie urn 
3Rittcxnai)t burd^ baS Slitterfd^Iofe fd^mebt unb mit bem blutigen is 
3)old^ einc UngliidfSprop^ejeiung an bie SBanb fd^reibt — es 
liefe mir bie ganje 3?ad^t leine Slu^e, unb id^ frod^ auS 3lngft 
unb gurd^t vox ber mei^en grau na^e an ben alten (Sinleger- 
Sobft, bei bem id^ fc^Iief. ^^j^ 

2lm anbern SWorgen, als mir aufftanben, mar bie 5Rad^rid^t 20 
ba, mein SSater miiffe eilenbs fro^nen gel^cn. S^(^^ war c3 
fd^on ein ©tiidf SBeile nad^ bem S^^te beS §eiIeS 2ld^tunbt)ierjig, 
aber unfer guter SBcrmalter ^ielt ftets nod^ an ber e^rmilrbigen 
©itte, bie 35auem in'S ^06) ju fpannen, unb bie S3auem • 
bogen miHig il^re fonft fo fteifen Sladfen. 25 

aJlid^ aber traf'S an biefem SWorgen mie ein 3)onnerfd^lag ; 
„33ub'," fagte ber SSater ju mir, „fo mu^t ^eut' ®u ber 
3JliilIcr fein unten im ©d^ierlinggraben." , 
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54 ^IS ic^ bcr 2RUricr war.. 

5Rod^ ging cr mit mir l^tnab, urn bie S^iir aufjufd^Iie^cn 
unb bic SWu^Ie anjurid^ten. 

erftcreS tcSrc nid^t nbtl^tg gcwefen; bic S^iir roar faum 
t)cmcgelt unb mein SBatcr brummte: „Bo ein ^oljern ©d^Io^ 
5 i[t iu[t filr bic Sa^f'; bcr crft' bt\V Scttclmann taud^t mit 
bcm ©todf ben Sicgcl in ©d^crbcn." 

3)ann gab mir bcr SSatcr nod^ Scr^altungSma^rcgcIn ; 
untcrroicS mid^, roic man mittclft bcr SBanbftangc ba§ SBaffcr 
Dom ^olgflo^c leitc, bafe cS fcitrodrts tief in bas ftcinigc 93ctt 
10 ^inabftiirje unb bic 3Wil^Ie fte^cn blcibc. Renter bereitctc cr 
mir cincn Kiibel SBaffcrS auf bcm ©d^Uttboben, „im %aUc, 
ba^ roaS' fcin foDtc." 6r bad^lc an'§ gcucr. ®ann ging cr, 
unb id^ roar aHein in bcr bunfcin, flappcrnbcn 3Wiil^Ic. 

SWir roar, als obldgc mir bie ©orgc iiber cine ganjc, 
15 roilbroirbelnbe 2BeIt. ^6) fd^Iid^ unb fpfi^te lucrum, ob UberaH 
alleS in Drbnung ; id^ blidfte in bie 2luffd^ilttmulbe ; eS riefelte 
immer auS i^r, aber fte rooUte nid^t leercr roerben. 3jd^ ^"6 
in ©ebanfen an ju jd^len unb bad^te, bis id^ fiinftaufenb 
gega^It ^atte, roilrbe baS Som rool gema^Ien fein; aber id^ 
20 ga^Ite bis je^ntaufenb, ja^Ite bi§ — ba roar mir plb|lid^, 
als ftiege auS bem ©teinl^auS SRaud^ empor. 

^6) prjte jur ©tange, balb ftanb baS ganjc Slabroerf ftiU 
unb id^ fal^, eS roar nid^t SRaud^, eS roar nur 3We^l[taub geroefen. 

3id^ rid^tete bie SWU^Ie roieber an unb rourbe nun etroaS 

25 guDcrjtd^tlid^er. Slber in biefer eroigen 3)unfel^eit be§ alten 

SaueS, in bicfem fortrodl^renben Sofen unb ^lirren rourbe id^ 

anberartig aufgeregt. . . . 3d^ fpa^te nad^ red^ts unb 

nad^ Unfs unb gcgen bie bunfelften SBinlel l^in. 2Bas gangelt 
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m^ id) bet 3Runer war. ^5 

bod^ bas aBetl^brunncngefd^ in cinem fort ? ! — fd^on tciebcr 
xooUit x6) jur SBanbftange cilcn — ba i[t plbftlid^ ein cigcnarttg 
®q)oItcr — unb ftc^c, bort ! — langfam unb uon fid^ felbft 
l^ebt ftd^ bcr 2)edfel beS 3Wc^Ifaftcn3, cine ©eftalt, cine 
3Rcnfd^engeftaIt rid^tet ftd^ auf im Saften — bleid^ ift fie bi§ s 
in bie 2lugcn, biS in ben 2Jiunb ^incin. 3cfu§ unb §cilanb ! 
3)ie wei^e ^rau ! — ?!Kcine 2lugen rootten Dcrgc^en vox Sd^redE ; 
abcr jxe fe^en cS nod^/ mic bie ©eftalt poltemb auS bem 
^aften ftcigt unb ^inauS^ufd^t |\ur S^iir. 

^6) bin fe^r crfd^rodEen; aber bcr ©d^redf roar t)cr^altnis= lo 
md^ig furj geroefen. 2)ie §a[t unb @ilc beS ©efpenfteS lam 
mix Dcrbdd^ttg vox; ein orbentlid^er ®eift roci^ fonft ftcts 
SBiirbe unb 2lnftanb ju beroa^rcn. 

aOSenn baS ein 3Jlcnfd^ geroefen rodre, ein fd^led^tcr 3Kenfd^, 
ein 2Re^Ibieb, ben roir beS 3RorgenS in ber 2Rii^le iibcrraf d^t, 15 
unb bcr jtd^ in ben Kaften x)er!rod^en? — 3lo^ immer roirbclte 
ber roeifee ©taub au^ bem aJlc^Ifaftcn auf. 3^ fd^aute jum 
genftcrd^en ^inauS. 34 fa^, roic bie raci^c ©eftalt burd^ ba§ 
©eftrdud^c frod^. Sww^^ik" ^0 ba3'©ebUfd^e cben red^t bid^t 
roar, blieb fie ein roenig faucm unb laucrtc; fie meinte rool, 20 
Don ber 3:t)Ur auS miiffe fie Dcrfolgt roerben, aber id^ beobad^tete 
fie burd^'S genfterd^en. ©ie ftrid^ dngftlid^ l^in unb ^er, frod^ 
enblid^ burd^ 6rlen unb ^ol^e ©ermen unb ©aucrampfer in 
bag fteinige Sett be§ Sadies, Uber roeld^en baS TOil^Iflo^ ging. 
§ier in bem tiefen ©raben mod^tc fie fid^ fid^er benfen; mir 25 
aber fam ein Dcrteufclter ©cbanfe. — S^^t, bift bu ein ©eift 
ober nid^t, bad^te id^, frifd^' ffiaffer ift cine ©ottcSgabe, bag 
!ann nid^t fd^aben. 
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56 ^^3 ic^ ^^^ TluiiQV max. 

©ofort riidtc td^ bte SBanbftangc, unb in bcmfelbcn 
Slugenblicfe tretfd^te cin greUcr ©d^rei brau^cn im SBaffcr-' 
graben, in wcld^cn ba§ ganje 3Jlii^ln)afjer nieberfd^o^ auf bic 
wei^e ©cftdt. 
5 2)iefe blieb fte abet nid^t langc ; laum l^atte fie fid^ fo n)cit 
a\x^ ben gluten l^ert)orgcatbeitet, fo ba^ id^ fie wieber fel^en 
fonnte, war fie nid^t mel^r roeife, war fal^lgrau, war braun, 
war bie lol^lfd^roarje ©tina. 

©ie t)atte fid^ fo fe^r in i^re najfen Kleiber unb in baS 
10 ©eftriippe oenoidtelt unb oerfettet, ba^ fie nod^ l^iibfd^ an Drt 
unb ©tette war, als id^ ju x\)x ^inauSfam. 

„©tina!" fagte id^, „^aft 5Du un§ woUen ba§ Sotn fte^Ien, 
ober ba§ SRe^l?" 

®a woHte fie mit einem ©teine nad^ mix werfen. 2)ariiber 

15 er^ob id^ einen geroaltigen Scirm, unb als auf benfelben bet 

5Rad^bar SC^oma, ber in ber ©d^Iud^t S^iunftangen gc^adtt 

^atte, ^erbeifam, war bie baoonwatfd^elnbe ©tina nod^ ju 

fel^en. 

„3Rad^' ®ir nid^tS b'rauS, ba^ 2)id^ mein SWii^Iroaffer 

20 fd^roar^ geroafd^en ^at," rief er il^r nad^, ,;in ber §aft= 

ftube roirft fd^on wiebcr trodfen roerbcn. 3Jlein 3Beib 

freilid^, bie ^angt bie naffen Sumpen junt Srodtnen auf 

ben ©tridt!" 

§ierauf unterfud^ten roir ben SWe^Ifaften; ba b'rin roar 

25 arg geroirtfd^aftet roorben, unb ^dtte ber braoe 3Kel^lftaub bie 

3)iebin nid^t nod^ red^tjeitig auS bem ©d^Iupfrointel getrieben, 

id^ unb mein SSater, roir fatten baS ^orn nid^t fiir unS 

gema^Ien. 
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2llg id^ bcr aKullct war. 57 

^H) tid^tete bie ^ul^Ie nid^t mel^r in ben ®ang ; bet %f)oma 
fa^te bag ^e^l in einen @act unb trug eg l^inauf in unfet 



®ann ging er, unb fing bie fiol^Ifd^roatgc ein. 

2)ie aRiil^Ic im ©d^ierlinggraben fte^t l^eute nod^ unb tft 5 
Derftedt unter ben Sufd^en. 

^ag 3Rei)l, bag id^ gema^leu/ tft langft gebadEen unb 
gegefien; bie lol^lfd^roarje ©tina Idngft troden unb Dergefien. 
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Kobtnfon in 6cr 5d|nct6crfcufd?cn. 



yV^ein ?!Kctfter — bet 5Ra$ — bcwol^ntc auf bcr §o^e, too 

btc Sauerngriinbe ju ©nbe gc^en unb bcr Slltnwalb 

bcgtnnt, ein §auSci^en, rocId^cS fcincr Dcrctnfamtcn Sage wcgen 

baS ©nfd^id^t^aufel ^tc^, fett unfetcr einwo^ncifd^aft in 

6 bemfelben abcr bie ©d^ncibcrleufd^en (^eufd^en = ©e^uSd^cn) 
gcnannt wurbe. 3d^ fa^ jjuroetlcn nut SBcrftagS in bcmfclbcn, 
roenn cine „§au3arbeit" roar; bcr 3Keifter hxa6)k mele Joge 
unb 9lad^te einfam in ber ©infamfeit ^u. 2)aS !Ieine §au§ 
roar auS §oIg feft gebaut, bie %\^\xx griinblid^^ Derfd^Iie^en, 

10 unb bie genfter fo flein unb baju nod^ vergittert, ba^ eine 

©efa^r ber fd^Ied^ten Seute roegen nid^t leid^t gu furd^ten roar. 

Unb ^ier ift mir benn, einige SBod^en nad^bem id^ in bie 

Se^re eingeftanben, ctroaS SHBunbjrlid^eS paffxert. 

@ine§ 5JlontagSmorgenS beftellte mid^ ber ?!Keifter in fein 

15 ^a\x^6)en ^inauf. 3^ ^atte von meinem ©Iternl^aufe me^r 

al3 eine @tunbe ba^in; bod^ tarn x6) ju guter 3^it an unb 

roir rufteteu unS ju einem ©ang in'S aRiirgt^al ^iniiber, roo 

roir auf me^rere SBod^en 2lrbeit l|atten. 

3m 3Wiirjt^aIe roaren roir §anbroerler t)om ©ebirge ftetS 

20 gefud^te Seute, roeil roir billiger arbeiteten unb in ber aSer= 
pflegung roeniger anfpnid^SDoU roaren, als bie ^rofeffioniften 
t)om Sl^ale, bie freilid^ immer fel^r verad^tenb auf unS nieber= 
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S^lobittfon in bcr ©c^ncibcrfcufd^en. 59 

fa^en^ wcnn roir t)orubcrtrippcItcn, urn t^ncn i^re nad^ftcn 
Kunben wegjufifd^en- 

^6) frcute mid^ immcr auf ba§ 5!Kurjt^aI, cS war fo gut 
bort unb bcr SBcg ba^in fo fd^on, unb aHcS fo fcltfam. 

3Sor fo langcr Slbtocfen^cit mu^te alle§, toaS wir nid^t b 
mitna^men, gut uerwa^rt unb ocrfd^loffcn tocrbcn. 5Rad^bem 
biefeS gcfd^el^en, go^ bcr 3}iciftcr SBaffcr auf bic §crbglut, 
bic t^m t)or^cr baS ^ii^ftudf gctod^t ^attc, bamit !cin gunfc 
Un^cil ftiftc. 3)ann jog cr bic §angcul^r auf; baS roar cine, 
bic nad^ jcbem 2lufjie^en t)ierjc^n S^agc lang ging. SScmimmt lo 
bcr l^ord^cnbc 2)icb baS Sidtcn bcr Ul^r, fo mcint cr Icid^t, 
c§ fci jemanb ju §aufe unb untcrla^t baS ©nbrcd^en. 

ScDor bcr SWciftcr bic fjcnfterlabcn fd^lo^, fagtc cr ju mir: 
/^S^ft* 8^^* ^^^ t)orau§, *§ roirb ^ierinncn glcid^ finfter fcin. 
©tcig' gab' an, id^ !omm' fd^on nad^." ^6) rou^tc rool, cr 15 
t)attc nod^ ben §au§fcgcn ^n bcten, burd^ rocld^en cr fcin 
tIcincS ^ab unb &ut, baS cr ^icr am SBalbranbc juriidflic^, 
ben §ciligcn bcS §immcls unb bcfonbcr§ fcincm 5Ramcn§patron, 
bcm ^ciligcn Ignatius, cmpfal^I. 3lud^ fprcngtc cr SHBci^roaffer 
an 2:^iir unb gcnftcr, urn fomit jum ©d^u^c bc§ 6igcntum§ 20 
aUcS gct^an ju l^abcn, roaS cin gutcr 6^rift 5U t^un Dcrmag. 
35abei roolltc cr ftcts allcin fcin, unb id^ trolltc mid^ alfo a\x^ 
bcm ©tilbd^cn, um nod^ cilig in bcr §intcrfammcr fiir ben 
mcitcn 2Bcg cine gutbefd^Iagene @Ue ^croorjufjud^cn. 3lud^ cin 
Sii^cleifcn fanb id^ in ber hammer, roeld^eS mir meniger 25 
unbequem fd^icn, als ber fd^roerc ©ifenblodt, ben id^ fonft oon 
§au3 ju §auS mitfd^lepptc unb bamit rool bem fteif^ Sobcn 
j^um 3;ro^c, abcr ben Scuten jum ©potte mar. 
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60 9tobinfon in bet ©d^neibevfeufc^en. 

91I§ id^ nun ntit bem neugen)a]^lten 3Bet!jeuge burd^ ba§ 
bunfle ®ela^ ftolpcrtc unb iiber bte ©ttcgc f)xnab ber §au§tl^ut 
ju — war bicfc t)crfd^Ioffcn: 3)rctf ad^ uerfd^Ioffcn unb Dcntcgclt, 
unb bag §auS roar leer, ber SWcifter bauon unb ^atle ntid^ 

5 eingefperrt. 

Smfogletd^ erl^ob td^ ein fd^aUenbeS ©efd^ret; td^ fclbft 
erfd^ral vox ber ©timme, bte auS mtr ful^r, bie geUenb an 
bte SBanb fd^lug unb bie gefangen roar, roie td^ felber. ®er 
SWeifter ntelbete jid^ ntd^t, er roar fort. ®r ntu^te glauben, ba^ 

10 id^ burd^ ben 2BaIb ^inauf fd^on DorauS fei. ©elbfberftanbltd^ 
ein rafenbeS SRlitteln an ber 2:^iir, an ben 2Banben, unb 
felbftoerftanblid^ ein — Dergeblid^eS. ^6) ri^ einen ber genfter= 
Idben auf unb rief l^inauS: ^SWeifter, SKeifter, td^ bin nod^ 
brin! 3^ !ann ja nid^t nad^!" (Sr ^orte mid^ nid^t ntel^r, 

15 mufete fd^on iiber ben S3ii^el gegangen fein. 

2:ief unten in einem Seffel lag bie ©egenb, lagen bie 
Sauern^Sufer, ntit il^ren braunen ©tro^bdd^ern faft roie 5Kaul== 
rourfs^tigel anjufd^auen, ftanb jroifd^en Sard^en unb Sirfen 
in roinjiger roei^er %x%ux bie Sird^e t)on §auenftein. — S)a 

20 fannft fd^reien, roie bu roiUft, ©d^neiberbub', beine ©timnte 
ift nod^ leister, als bu felber, bie bringt nid^t in'S S^al 
^inab, bie fteigt ju ben SBolfen auf. — SBie roirb ber 3Keifter 
laufen unb fd^naufen burd^ ben 2BaIb unb roirb fid^ benlen: 
Sin bod^ aud^ fein ^riippel, aber ber, roenn er einntal 

25 auSfommt, ift nimnter ju erroifd^en. §at ja fo Diel lange fjil^* ! 

35ei bem t)origen ®ang in*3 5WUrgt^I roar id^ au6) fo 

narrifd^ DorauSgeeilt, unt ntir briiben in Sangenroang bie 

©d^ere fd^Ieifen ju lajfen, bet)or roir auf bie ©ter riidften. 
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— aSaS bicfer 3Rm\6) nut aHcmal fd^Ieifcn ju laffcn \)ai ? 
wirb bcr 3Kci[tcr ^cutc benfen, unb wirb nad^eilen unb 
fpringcn rate cin t)crfprengter ©tcinbodf, unb bcr Sc^rjjung 
fi|t in bcr Kcufd^cn unb tann nid^t nad^. 

SBaS ift jcftt ju madden? 5 

2luSbrcd^cn? Wo^U nur wiffcn, rote? ®a§ SCI^ilrfd^Io^ 
jd^rocr Dcrjd^Iagcn, btc fjenftcr eng uergittcrt. 5Dcr Saud^fang ? 
6in ©d^neibcr !ann ^alt aUcrocil nod^ nid^t biinn genug fein, 
bcr 3laud^fang ift nid^t iibcr cine <STpannc rocit. — 3lIfo ^iibfd^ 
in ©cbulb roarten, bis bcr 5!Kei[tcr roicbcr jurildffommt. 10 

^6) offncte aUc gcnftcrlaben, ba^ c§ rocnigftcnS in mcincm 
Kcr!er lid^t roar. ^6) fd^ritt von cinem ©cla^ jum anbcm 
unb roarf in mcincm §im alleS bruntcr unb briibcr, ob fid^ 
bcnn im ganjcn §auptc bcs 3!Rcnfd^cn — man fagt, c§ fci fo 
mad^tig unb bc^crrfd^c bie 2Bclt — fcin ?!KittcI Dorfinbe, um 15 
a\x^ bcr ©d^ncibcrfeufd^cn ju lommcn. @S fanb fid^ nid^ts 
vox. ©onft cntfpat^nen jtd^ in bcm ^ijpflcin bicfeS Sc^rjjungen 
oft fo gcfd^citc ^bccn, bafe bic Scute fagtcn : 3)cr ©d^ncibcrbub 
ift l|alb t)crriidtt. 2lbcr ^cutc fam'S nad^gerabc barauf an, 
mit bicfcm Sopf an bic SBanb unb burd^ bicfclbc cin £od^ 20 
ju rcnncn. 

3m §du§d^cn roar cS graucnl^aft langrocilig. ©tiUcr alS ftitt 
fann^S nid^t fcin, fagt man. 2Bcnn bu abcr fo cingcfd^Ioffcn 
im ©infd^id^t^aufcl fx|cft unb l^orft gar nid^tS, als baS 
3:idt — tadf — tidf — tad bcr U^r, rocld^c mit i^rcn langfamcn 25 
©d^rittcn bcr ®roigfcit cntgcgen gc^t, unb baS 2:idfcn ift fo 
cintonig, ba^ bu eS fd^lic^lid^ aud^ nid^t mc^r ^orft — fo ift 
cs ftiUcr als ftitt. 
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es TDurbe enblid^ 3Rittag. ®cr 3Reifter fam nid^t juriicf, 
2BoI abet roar jjal^lingS einc leife ©timme ju Dernel^men — 
ber 3Kagen fragtc l^oflid^ an, roaS eS l^eute mit ber ^nobelfuppe 
ware ? 

5 3)a ^ub id^ an gu fud^cn. Side ^dftd^cn unb Sabcn roarcn 
Dcrfd^loffen, unb als id^ bic ©d^luffel fanb unb bic Scl^dlter 
offnete, roar adcS leer. 2luS SeforgniS, ba^ roal^renb ber 
langeren aibroefenl^eit bic SebenSmittel ©d^aben leiben tonntcn, 
l^attc ber 3Keifter ba§ moglid^fte ocr^el^rt, unb ben Steft gur 

10 5Rad^bar§bauerin l^inabgetragcn, auf ba^ il^n bicfelbe benii^e unb 
fpater mit frifd^cn 2:eilen juriidfbejal^Ie. 5Rur ein gro^cS ©tiirf 
Srot fanb fid^ in eincr ber Sabcn, ba§ roar aber fd^on fo ^o6) 
bctagt, ba^ ein e^rroiirbigcr grauer 93art auf fcinem 2lntli|c 
roud^S. fjerncr cntbcdttc id^ in ciner ^apicrbiite ein roenig SKciS. 

15 Urn SKciS gu fod^en, braud^t man ^cucr unb aSaffcr. 3)icfcr 
©a| gcl^ort gu jcncn croigcn SBa^r^eiten, an bcncn ju riittcin 
cine grcd^^eit ift. ©rau^cn, gc^n ©d^ritte vox bem ^auSd^cn 
ricfelte ber Srunncn. 3^ burd^ftobertc adc 2Sin!cI nad^ ^cucr= 
geug: bic glamme ift ber beftc unb trautefte ©efcdfd^aftcr in 

20 fold^er Sage, unb ber Uber bem 5Dad^c auffteigenbe SKaud^ fonnte 
bod^ r»ielleid^t jemanbcn ^erbeilodfen unb mir (griofung bringen. 
^6) fanb im Saftcn einige 93riefc con aSeibern an meinen 
lieben SKeifter 5Ra|, in roeld^en fie t)erfud^t fatten, fein ^erg 
in fjlammen gu ftedtcn. Unb baS roar a\x6) baS eingige 

25 geuerjjeug im @ela^. ^ein ©tein, fein ©d^roamm, fein 
Siinbl^oljd^en. ^6) fud^te roeiter, unb fe^r unangenel^m roar 
e§ mir,^alS id^ in einem ber unDerfdnglid^ften SBinfel unter 
ber Dfenbanf, in einem Sdftd^en j^roifd^en ben Si^S^Itt ^in- 
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gcfd^obcn, mcitteS aRciftcrS ge^eintftc ©d^a^c fanb; cinigc 
Silberlingc, beren SBcrt id^ fanntc, abet aud^ DCtroclftc, 
gcttodnetc SRofcn unb §aatIoden, beten SBett xi) nid^t fanttte. 
— 3wle$t, fo bad^tc x6) mit, rocttn et*§ roa^tnimmt, rote id^ 
ba in fcinet SBo^nung eigenmdd^tig l^etumgeroittfd^aftet l^aht, s 
Id^t et mx6) nod^ cinfpetten ! — 2lbet ®ott unb bet §unget 
ift mein 8^n%e, x6) fud^te nut nad^ ^etbfeuet! 

®a fa^ id) im bunfein SBinfel am Dfen auf bent 95oben 
etroaS pl^oSpl^oteSjieten. 3Rein 3Reiftet l^atte bte ©erool^nl^ett, 
3unb^bljd^en als 3tt^«ft<>d^ct ju gebtaud^en, nad^bent et t^nen lo 
bic Sopfd^en roeggctiffen ^attc, (Sin foId^eS ^opfd^en o^ne 
Siuntpf lag nun ba unb leud^tete in blauent, mattem @d^eine, 
ein einjigeS, rotnjigeS Sotnd^en %m^x, nod^ oetfd^Ioffen unb 
fait unb tttd^tig, abet bod^ 3Rettung ttagenb tm Keime, rocnn 
eS mit geldnge, i^n ju roeden unb ju fotbetn. 21IS id^ benn 15 
fonft nid^ts me^t ootfanb, t)etfud^te id^ eS mit bem fleincn 
^opfc unb legtc i^n auf ben §etbftetn, ba^ id^ i^n beatbeite. 
Slbet: fo t)icl fiopfe, fo otcl ©inne, unb ^tet ging eS nid^t 
nad^ meinem. SBic td^ in bet linfen §anb ben fJibtbuS au6) 
in Seteitfd^aft l^telt unb mit bet ted^ten baS ip^oSp^otfopfd^en 20 
tntff, tteb unb jroidttc, eS blteb fait unb finftet. 3Kit cinem 
3?abel5dngletn padte td^ e§, um bic SKcibung auf bem ©teine 
^u etgielen, — ba fprang cS mit plo^Iid^ bat)on gcgen bie 
3Kauet ^in, jifd^te bott auf, unb biS td^ mit meinem ^ibibuS 
nad^fam, roat eS oetlobett. Unb bamit roat aud^ mein 25 
§offnung3ftetn octlofd^cn. 

3n cinem '^a6)^ be§ ^aftenS ^attc id^ beS 3Rciftet3 ^iftolc 
gcfunbcn, rocld^c et fonft btau^cn oot bem §auSd^en ^aufig 
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aiixannU, iamii bic Seutc aDer ©tanbc roiffen fodtcn, ba^ 
au6) eine SBaffc m §aufc iDdtc. 3^ ftt"t> f^^ W^ii^f gelabcn. 
— 3a, mcitt lieberSungc, ba ware frcilid^ geuer b'rin. Unb 
roeld^cS! 3lber! §alte id^ cS gcfangcn, fo niiftt'S nid^ts, 

5 unb laffc id^ cS fret, fo t)erpufft'8. S)aS ift ein unfeligeS 
SBcr^angniS. 

Jiad^mittagS ^ub cS ju rcgttcn an. 3^ ^i^^* ^i"^" ^iopf 
jum genfter ^inauS, benn i6) ^attc ®urft. 2lber bie roenigen 
%xop\en, bie ^ineinfielen, mad^ten ntd^tS au§. 2)a ftieg id^ 

10 jum ©ad^boben ^inan, too eS mir mit fd^roerer 3Ru\)z gelang, 
eine ®ad^fd^inbel fo ju oerfd^ieben, ba^ SBaffer l^ereinftdertc. 
®arunter rid^tete i6) nun mcinen 3^opf auf, unb fo geroann 
id^ SBaffer. gaft gleid^jeitig entbecfte ii) im ©tto^, auf 
toeld^em fonft bie ©efeHen ju fd^Iafen pflegten, einige (Siet. 

15 — aSer nut biefe (Sier gelegt ^aben mag ? §ii^ner roaren 

feit 3Renfd^engebanfen nid^t im §aufe. (gs mu^tc bet SKeiftet 

bie (Sier ^eimgebrad^t unb ^iet aufberoalitt l^aben, anberS roar 

eS nid^t benfbar. 

3lun, ii) ixant fie auS unb a^ einen Siffen beS elirroUrbigen 

20 SroteS baju. 2)ann famen bie ©eroiffenSffrupel : 3Kenfd^, iei^i 
faulenjeft bu ba unb rerje^rft beinem 3Keifter alien aSorrat, 
roa^renb er im SWiirjt^al fid^ mu^ plagen ! — 3iun fud^te id^ 
nad^ airbeit, ba^ id^ bod^ fiir baS (gffen aud^ roaS nU|en 
fonne. (S3 roar rool ein ©tiid SCud^ in ber Sabe, abet nid^ts 

26 gugcfd^nittenes. §ierauf rifitierte id^ ben Sleiberfd^rant beS 
SWeiftcrS, ob nid^t in irgenb einem Seinfleibe ein £od^ ju t)iel, 
ein ^nopf ju roenig roare. (Sinen einjigen, etroaS groeibeutigen 
eUbogen fanb id^, fonft roar UberaD adeS red^t orbentlid^ in- 
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ftanbgc^altcn. S)a ftd^ l^ict benn nitgcnbs ©elegen^eit hoi, 
mid^ bienlid^ ju gcigcn, fo begann id^ in bcr Rtid^e §oIj ju 
fpalten. Unter ben ^oljfd^eitem fanb id^ einen §auSfd^lilffel. 

^6) fptang vox greube in bie Suft, fo l^od^, als nur 
cincr meineS 3^^^"^ 8" fptingcn Dcmtag. — D, rate citcl 5 
jinb bic Reuben bicfet SBelt! 3ln ber J^iir roar ein mit 
ftatfcm eifcnmantcl um^iiDteS 3Sc|icrjd^Io^, roeld^eS mit biefcm 
©d^lUffel, rote id^ fa^, nur t)on au^en gcoffnct roerbcn fonntc. 
— 3^ begann faft gu roie^etn, j;u laji^en oor SBut. — SBaffet 
roar in ber 3la^c, unb id^ ^attc 2)urft gclitten, ^olj unb lo 
%emx roar ba, unb id^ fror ber finfteren 3?ad^t entgegen, ben 
©d^liifjel ^ielt id) in ber §anb unb — roar gefangen. 3lIleS 
gefperrt ! 

3)er 2lbenb tarn, unten im roeiten Keffel lagen bie §aufer 
t)on §auenftein, unb ber SKegenfd^leier ^ing bariiber. ffein ir> 
^JKenfd^ fam beS SBegeS gum einfd^id^t^aufel ^eran, roeSl^alb 
a\x6) ? 2)ie Seute rou^ten eS : bie ^eufd^en ift leer, bie 
©d^neiber ftnb I|inttber in'S 3RUrjt^al gejogen. Unb ber 
3Keifter !am aud^ nid^t. ®er fi|t )e|t fd^on im aKiirjt^al 
unb flud^t iiber ben Se^rling: roo er benn ^eut' ftedEt, biefer 20 
Derbangelte ^uh ! aderoeil jiel^t'S i^n fo in bie ^emb' ; am 
@nb' ift er fort, ber leid^tfinnig' ©d^Iingel! — 2Bie fonnte 
ber 3Rann roifjen, roeld^' eiferner ^atriotiSmuS mid^ bal^eim 
feft^ielt! — 

^6) oerfrod^ mid^ enblid^ in beS 3ReifterS Sett. 2^ 

S)cr ©d^laf roar gut; aud^ bic 2^raume roaren nid^t fo Ubel. 
3^ fttlllte roen bei mir, beffentroiKcn id^ laut fagte: „^z1it 
mad^t'S mir nid^tS me^r, ba^ roir eingefperrt ftnb: 
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2Ba3 frag' id^ nad^ ben Seuten? 
®g ift cin eiferncr 3licgcl fiit. 
^omm ^ct an mcine ©eiten 
Unb bicib* bci mirl^ 

5 ^m Xxaum ftnb namlid^ aCc SKcintc ed^t. Urn fo mi^lid^ct 
roar baS erroad^en. @in ©erdufd^ an bcr 2Banb l^attc mid^ 
aufgcroedt. 3^ ^ord^te; brau^cn pod^te, grub unb bo^rtc 
ctroaS. (ginbred^cr! SBoDen fic gar bie ^oljroanb burd^fto^cn? 
SBoHen fie bie Untermauerung burd^bred^en unb groifd^en ben 

10 ©runbfeften ^ereinfried^en, um baS Out nteincS 3ReifterS ju 
rauben? 2)ann roerbe i6) ben guten alten Sraud^ roieber 
aufbringen, roerbc ntid^, roie jjene 3RilIIerStod^ter, Dor'S 2od^ 
^infteHcn unb bie SRauber nad^cinanber fopfen. 5Rad^^er roirb 
aui) baS ©prid^TOort t)on ber ©d^'neibercourage anberS gcmad^t 

15 roerben muff en. — ®ern rodre i6) in bie Ru6)e gegangen, um 
ba§ breitc Scil gu ^olen, ntit roeld^em id^ SCagS gut)or §olj 
geflobcn ^atte, aber id^ getraute mid^ nid^t au§ bent 93ette. — 
aScnn e§ roenigftenS ju madden rodrc, ba^, rod^rcnb bie 
^ereingelrod^encn 3Rauber bet ben ^iften unb Sdften ftd^ 

20 befd^dftigten, id^ burd^ baS Sod^ ^inauSfdmc! 3^ tDodtc 
fobann btcfen §aupteingang fd^on gefd^roinb oerramnteln, ba^ 
bie Serbred^er gefangen rodren, unb id^ frei ! — 3iun roagte 
id^ ntid^ auS bent Sett unb fd^lid^ an'S genfter. Sn bcr ©dtc 
be§ §aufcS ftanb roirflid^ einer unb baneben rod^rte baS 

25 ^oltern unb ^rad^en fort. 

3n ©otteS 5Ramen, id^ ^iite baS ^an^ ntcincS 3MeifterS, unb 
ntcin Seben, ba§ geb' id^ nid^t roolfeil! 3" bicfem ©ebanfcn 
bcreitetc id^, auf ben 3c^cn fd^Icid^enb, bie 3ljt unb bie ^iftolc. 
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Wilt §aft roarf id^ nod^ einige Sleiber urn mx6), murmelte jencS 
©ebetlein, roeld^cS ntir ber d^riftlid^c ©lauben jur SReu- unb 
Seiberroecfung an bic §anb gegeben ^at, mad^te ben ernftltd^en 
SJorfafe, falls id) au^ biefer ©efal^r bod^ lebenbig l^etDorgc^en 
foBtc, TOO moglid^ ein frommer 3Kann gu roetben, na^nt mir s 
vox, aud^ nid^t me^r aHjuroeltlid^ ju traumen, unb offnete 
bann Icife baS genfteriein. 

®ort ftanb ber fieri unb fa^ gerabe auf mid^ ^er. 

„©aferment, roer ift benn brau^en?" fd^metterte ii). 3Kitten 
in ber 3iad^t im ®infd^id^tl^auS ein fold^er 9luf ! ©r prte fid^ lo 
fd^auerlid^. 

„©d^elm, id^ fd^iefe* 2)id^ nieber!" fd^ric id^ nod^ einmal 
unb lie^ frad^en. . . . 

33aS (Seraufd^ beS ®inbred^en§ roa^rte fort, aud^ ber 
fieri ftanb nod^ in feiner gangen 3Sern)egen^eit ba. 2lber 15 
bei bem ©d^einc beS ©d^uffeS ^atte id^ gefel^en, roer cS 
roar. ®iefer alte, gottoerlaffene 2Bid^t roar's am ^ciun, ber 
Saumftrunt, bent tagSiiber gar bie SRinbenfe^en oom 2etbe 
l^ingen unb ber 3Kober auS alien ©palten riefeltc. Unb 
nad^tfd^Iafenb ©tunb' mod^t* er bie Seut' erfd^redfcn! 3lber 20 
ber ^at jjefet genug fUr fein Sebtag unb mid^ erfd^redt er 
nimmer. 

9lls id^ ^ernad^ fiil^n geroorben, ben fiopf gum fjenfter 
^inauSredtte, fo roeit cS ging, geroal)rte id^ aud^ bie @inbred^er. 
ein paar Sretter, bie an ber aSanb le^nten, rourben oom 25 
SBinb, ber gefommen roar, urn ben SRegen ju oertreiben, ^in 
unb I|er gefd^Iagen, an bie 2Banb gebriidEt unb roieber ^intan 
geriffen, ba^ fie Inarrten unb dd^jten. 
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©einc tJcinbc gtilnblid^ fenncn gclcmt ju ^abett, ift bcr 
^albe ©ieg. 3^ oerfd^lo^ baS gcnfter unb Icgtc mid) roiebcT 
fd^Iafen. 
aim anbem aRotgen fd^icn brau^cn bie licbc, ^ellc ©onnc, 

5 ba^ eS ein 3^"^"^^^ w)at. 

„2Benn ^eut* aud^ nod^ niemanb lommt, fo ge^t baS nid^t 
fo gut au§, n)ie geftcm!" fagte id^ mit bro^cnber 3Hienc. 
„UnferetnS mod^t* einmal roaS SBarmeS cffen." 
3)a fal^ id^ ben ^Jelbfteig ^er gegcn bag ^auSd^cn einen 3Rann 

10 fd^reiten. — 3lIfo enblid^ 1 ^6) lege ben ©d^liifjel jured^t, ba^ 
id^ i^n gum genfter ^inauSgebe unb ben 3Sorbeigel^enben bittc, 
mix Don au^en biefeS malefij aSejierfd^lo^ aufjumad^en. 2ll§ 
jebod^ ber 3Hann nd^et fam, judte id^ mit bem ^opfe vom 
genfter juriidE unb ftie^ einen glud^ in bie SBanb ^inein, roie 

15 roeber vox, nod^ feit^er ein fold^er l^ineingefto^en roorben fein 
mod^te. 

(gs roar @oti, bet blaptaune ©d^uftergefede. S)et xoax 
mein 2:obfeinb. (Ss l^dtte nid^t fein miifjen. SBit fatten in 
gtieb* unb gutmiltiget ©egenfeitigfeit $la$ neben einanbet 

20 ge^abt, roie nut je ein ©d^uftet unb ein ©d^neibet l^ienieben 
neben einanbet $la$ Iiaben lonnen. 2lbet roit fatten eine 
gemeinfame SBeltanfd^auung, roit ^ielten untet aden Qungftauen 
eirte unb biefelbe fiit bie fd^onfte unb liebenSwertefte im ^aifet- 
teid^e. Unb fo xoax e§ getabe an einem bet le$tt)ergangenen 

25 ©onntage geroefen, ba^ biefelbe 6ine mit i^tem 3Satet im 
SBittSl^aufe mat, ba^ id^ mid^ gu i^tem 3iebentifd^e . ^infe^en 
modte unb ba^ bet ©oti plo^lid^ vox mit ftanb unb fagte: 
;,(Sinet Don un§ S^ei'n ift bal^iet gu T)iel!" 2)et ad^tje^n^ 
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ja^rige ©d^neibctlel^rlittg fam gcgcn ben filnfunbjTOanjigia^rtgen 
©d^uftetgcfcHen nid^t auf, unb nod^ cl^e id^ jum Serou^tfein 
ber eigentlid^en @ad^lage !am^ xoax id) x>ox ber ^augt^ur. 
3ur ©enugt^uung gereid^te mir aber, ba^ gleid^jeitig aud^ 
biefelbe (Sine mit i^rem 3Sater ba§ SBirtS^auS uerlie^, „t)on 5 
roegen bem fd^anb^aften SRaufen aHemaL" 

©0 ftanb'S jwifd^en mir unb bem bla^raunen OefeBen, ber 
je^t am ®infd^id^t^dufel Dorbeiging. 6r ^attc eine SCrad^t 
Sciften auf bem SRuden unb nebelte mit feiner ^orjedanpfeife 
— cin SBeibSbilb mar b'rauf — langfam an meinem ^enfterlein 10 
Dorbei. aSon bem moHte xi) nid^t befreit fein unb foKte id^ 
fi^en bleiben muffen im (Stnfd^id^t^auS fo lang', biS mein Sart 
neunmal um ben Dfen miid^fe! 

®iefer fleine aSorgang ^atte eine merfmiirbige §i$e in mid^ 
gebrad^t; nur gu balb murbe e§ mieber langmeiltg. 6s mar 15 
etn unb baS anbere Sud^ ba unb mand^eS Slatt ^Papier, lefen, 
fd^reiben mar ja fonft metne ^Pafjton. 2)od^ in fold^em 3lfple 
foH'S ein anberer Derfud^en, mit SeHetriftif bie 3cit fid^ ju 
oertreiben; bem red^ten Slrreftanten mag'S be^agen, ber mei^, 
ba^ mtttagS ber ^rofo^ mit ber ©uppe fommt; unb fommt 20 
berfelbe mittagS nid^t, fo lommt er abenbS. 

Um bie SKittagSjeit fa^ id^ einen Settelmann fid^ brau^en 
fonnen. — 3)er, menn id^ il)m ben ©d^Iiiffel J^inauSlang', ift 
geroi^ fo gut unb mad^t auf. — §attet 3^r'3 mit i^m geroagt? 
Unb l^attet ^l}x nid^t ben §od^t)errat bebad^t, ber an bem 25 
3Keifter begangen morben mare, menn man bie ©e^eimnifje 
feineS munberfamen aSejierfd^IoffeS einem ^remben, oieHeid^t 
einem ©trold^e, preiSgegeben I)atte ? — 5Rein, auf biefeS Su^erfte 
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Iommt'3 nod^ nid^t an. 33Iet6t ber 3Sagabunb nur nod^ ein 
paar 3Rinutcn fi^en auf bent griinen 3lafen — cr ift \a befd^aftigt 
— fo roirb adeS gut. 3lafd^ fd^rieb id^ auf einen S^ttel: 
,,2:^ue mtr bie Sduerin bod^ roen ^erauffd^idten. 2)er ©d^neiber 

5 ift cingefpent unb Idnn nid^t auS." 2)a§ ^Papier legte x6) 
jufammen, oerflebte e§ mit 3Bad^§, bann rief id^ jum gcnftet 
^inauS: „§c, guter ^eunb!" 

-®er Settelmann fprang auf unb ba er fal^, ba^ baS §auS 
beroo^nt roar, murntelte er fogletd^ f einen Settelfprud^. 3d& 

10 reid^te il^m burd^ baS genfter ein SSierfreujerftiidE ^inauS ; ©elb 
roar in meinem (Sjil fur mid^ ja ein roertlofer ©egenftanb. 
,,3lber ^\)x mii^t fo gut fein/' fagte x6), ,,unb biefeS Sriefel 
ba gu bent Sauern^auS ^inabtragen, roo fie ben SBafd^feffel 
t)or bcr SC^Ur I)aben, unb eS ber Sauerin geben. '§ ift 

15 cine Heine $oft, unb id^ ^ab' nid^t S^it, ba^ id^ ^inab= 
lauf." 

3)er 3Rann oerfprad^'S com §er^en gem unb ging mit meinem 
3iotftgnaI ^inabroarts gegen ben 3:^al!effel, roo bie 3Renfd^en 
leben in ©efeHigfeit unb tiberflu^ unb bie gro^en ©liter nid^t 

20 ju roiirbigen roiffen. 

3iun tjerging ©tunbe um ©tunbe, unb eS fam niemanb. 
3d^ burd^fpdl)te nod^malg. aDe aSorratSraume unb geno^ jur 
Saufe ^feffer unb ©alg, ein 5Ra^rung§mitteI, roeld^eS geftem 
nod^ oerfd^ma^t roorben roar. 21I§ ber 3lbenb na^te, begann 

25 id^ roilb ju roerben. ^6) riittelte furd^tbar an ber Xl)\xxt, 
id^ uerfud^tc, ob benn nid^t bod^ bie 2)ad^bretter ju burd^= 
bred^en roaren. SSergebenS. ®er Bpa^ fing an gefd^rlid^ 5U 
roerben. 
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;,©(i^neiber!" ^6rtc id^ auf cinmal brau^en fd^reien. 3^ 
fturjte sum genfter. 3)er S^aufenb, baS aud^ nod^! 

®eS Sauer'S SWaried^en ftanb brau^en .... 

„3lufmad^en foil x6) ?" fragte fie. 

,,©ei fo qui, ©irnbl. 2)a ift bcr ©d^Iuffel. Wexn aJletfter 5 
t)at mid^ unoerfe^enS eingefperrt." 

,;®er ift brin!" rief fie auS. „3^|t ^^6^" voix gemeint, 
ber 5Weifter, unb beSroeg' i)at mx6) bie 3Ruttcr ^eraufgefd^idt. 
2)en Srief ^aben voxx fd^on 9lad^mittag befommen, roir finb 
auf bent gelb geroefen unb ^aben nid^t ^^it ge^abt. §dtt' id^ 10 
aber gerou^t, ba^ 2)u'g bift, fo rodr* id) je^t aud^ nod^ nid^t 
l^eraufgegangen." 

,,§aft was gegen mid^, 9Jlarie?" fragte id^ beflontmen. 

„@ar nit. ®u roirft tooI roiffen, roegcn roaS." 

„®u t^uft atteroeil fo ftolj gegen mx6)\" 15 

//Sc^ ftols gegen 2)id^? ®od^ 2)tr ftunb'S beffer an, 2)u 
t^dteft anberS." 

„5Kbd^t' roiffcn, rote 5Du ba§ metnft?" 

,,2BttS ^cift 2)u mtd^ bei ben Seuten in ©d^anben gu bringen ?" 
fagte fie unb fd^Iud^jte in it)re ©d^iirje I)inein. 20 

,;Um ©otteSroiden, SKarie, roaS I)aft benn? SBie fo bring' 
id^ 2)id^ in ©d^anben? . ©e^ l)er ba, ^um fjenfter ge^ f|er 
unb fag' mir'S, roie fo bring id^ 3)id^ in ©d^anben?" 

3lnftatt mir ju nal)en, ging fie nod^ einige ©d^ritte oom 
^enfter l^inroeg. ^^r lid^teS, roeid^eS §aar roar lofe, il^r 25 
junger 33ufen roar beroegt, roie ber ©ec im ©turm. ^6) roar 
fo aufgeregt, ba^ id^ mid^ mit aKer ©eroalt jroifd^en bent 
©itter l^inauSjUjrodngen fud^te. 
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,,©o!" fagte fie nun, ;,baS ift feine ©d^anb', roenn 3)u 

iiber mid^ ©ebtd^ter mad^ft, ba^ id^ fo t)icl fein unb faubcr 

rodr', unb ba^ td^ 2)etn ©d^a^ foDt' fein, unb lauter fo 

ndrrifd^e ©ad^en! Unb giebft e§ aden Seuten ju lefen, ba^ 

5 man fid^ fd^amen mu^, bis unter bie (Srbe ^inein." 

3)a3 roar ein ©d^Iag fur mid^. 

;;5!Jlaried^en/' fagte x6) enblid^, „xomn 2)u nur etroaS nS^er 
^erldmeft. 3Sla6)' auf unb fomm'. @g u)irb 3)id^ bod^ nid^t 
ijerbrie^en, roenn man fagt, ba^ 3)u fd^on bift!" 
10 „2Bcnn man ben Seuten baS erft mu^ auffd^reiben, ba^ fie'S 
glauben, ift e§ fd^on fd^Ied^t genug." 

;,3lber fd^au, mein ^erg, man rebet bod^ gem bat)on/' 

^SBittft reben, ®u Sapp, fo roet^t, u)o 2)u mid^ finbcft. 
3Ba§ braud^en benn anbere Seut' ju roiffen, ba^ id^ 2)ir 
15 gefaUM" 

3)a§ fd^reibe id^ l^eute gur Sele^rung filr ^Poctcn, meld^e ba 
glauben, alleS unb nod^ ein tlbrigeS gu t^un, menn fie i^re 
3JldgbIein befingen. — „2)u mei^t, too 2)u mid^ finbeft," ^atte 
3Karied^en gefagt. 
20 „^omm' nur einmal herein, wir merben un§ fd^on auSreben,'' 
lodfte id^ unb ftredtte ben 3lrm auS. ,;2lber aufmad^en mu^t. 
— 5Da ^aft ben ©d^Iuffel." 

©ie lad^te t)ell, lad^tc unter ben 2:i)rdnen beS &gerS: 
„^6) merb' mid^ l^iiten, bafe id^ 2)id^ I)eut' owSla^. ©o 
25 einen SBoIfSl^unger, mie 2)u ^aft! 3)a gel^t fein 3Kenfd^ 
fid^er!" 

;;2BiHft mid^ umlommen laffen? Sin id^ 2)ir benn gar 
nic^t lieb ?" 
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„Sift ein ungcfd^tctter S3ub\ fd^Ite^t ber ©d^liifjel Don 
au^roenbig, fo roirb cr t)on intocnbig aud^ fd^lic^cn. ^robier* 
nnx einmal." 

„^robtert I)ab' id^ fd^on. @§ ift ein aSejietfd^Io^." 

,,8ift felber ©d^ulb, roenn 3)u 35id^ »ejiercn (narrcn) Id^t. 5 
— 3ft untenant !etn ©tiften beim ©d^Io^'; 

,,^cilid^ vool, mit bent eS feftgenagelt ift." 

;,33ei btefem ©tiften briidtft an, nad^^er bre^ft ben ©d^IUffel 
urn — nad^^er ge^ft ^erauS." 

3JJit 3Kad^t mu^te id^ atbeiten, ba^ id^ meinen Dertlcmmten lo 
^opf unb 3lrm t)om genfter ^uriidbrad^te ; ftc fd^aute f o fd^alf ^aft 
auf mid^ ^er, ba^ id^ bei mix bad^te : ®aS 2)ing ge^t beffet, al§ 
id^ l^ab' oermeint. 

S)ann uerfud^te id^ nod^ einmal, unb jroar nad^ i^ret SBeifung 
baS ©d^lo^ ju lofen, unb bie 3^^ure war offen. is 

Dffen roar fie in roeiten 2lngeln, unb vox mix lag bie ^ci^eit 
unb ba§ 2lbenbrot — unb baS 3RagbIein lief, roas e3 laufen 
fonntc, ba»on — bat)on. 

SBaS fod id^ nod^ fagen? 21IS id^ Don ber Serfolgung 
juriidtgclc^rt roar, fteHte id^ bie SBo^nung in ©tanb. unb 20 
Derfd^Io^, nad^bem id^ mid^ iiberjeugt ^attc, ba^ niemanb me^r 
im §aufe jci, mit UberauS grower ©orgfalt bie SC^ur. 

§ernad^ eiltc id^ bent §ofe meiner ©Item gu. 

„3e|t ift ber ba," fagte bie 3Rutter, „bift benn nid^t im 
3KUr5t^aI bruben?" 25 

„2BaS ju effen mod^t* id^," roar meine 2lntroort. 

„©emmelftrauben ^ab' id^ ^eut' feine," fagte fie, „unb fonft 
nimmft mtr ja nid^ts." 
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74 9lobtnfon in ber ©d^neiberfeufd^en. 

„mxx ift aUcS red^t/' 

©0 a^ id^, unb bann fd^Iicf x6), unb am nad^ften SCage 
ging x6) in'S SKiir^t^al unb fud^tc meincn 3Reifter auf. 2)ct 
bruntntte unb lad^te; aber bie S^antaluSqualen, roeld^e id^ im 
5 @infd^id^tl^aufel erlitten, i)aW i6) xi)m nur 5U l^alb er^d^lt. 
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36) italic in mciner ^wfl^"^ eigcntlid^ nut roenige bumme 
©treid^e bcgangcn, biefe rocnigen roaren abcr urn jo 
grower. 3!)a§ Komobiefpielen in ^ricglad^ gcl)6rt baju. 

Sine ©d^aufpielcrtruppe roar tn'§ 2)orf gclommcn unb roarb 
— rote c§ fold^e Seute ciner beffcren (Sinna^me roegen fd^on 5 
gcrn madden — 3Rit^eIfer unter ben 3)orfberoo^nem. 3^ war 
als oacierenber ©d^neibet t)on ben 93ergcn ^erab in ben Drt 
gefommen unb intereffierte mid& felbftt)erftanblid^ ganj unbanbig 
fiir biefe fd^aufpielerifd^en Untcme^mungen. §oltei'3 ,;?PerIen- 
fd^nur" roar angefe^t. 3Keine guten greunbe Slnton unb @eorg 10 
fatten bereits SRoHen ubemommen ; erftercr foHte ben SWo^ren, 
le^terer ben ©utsbefi^er geben. 3Kid^ roodten jte fiit ben 
Unteroffijter I)aben. 

3n ber Segeifterung gw^^^^P^t gab id^ bie §anb barauf. 
3US id^'S jebod^ nd^er befal^ unb Uberlegte, fant mir ber ©rauS. 15 
Seflommen fd^ritt id^ burd^ baS 5Dorf. 5DaS ©nbe Don ber 
©efd^id^te roirb fein, ba^ 16) burd^fade, bad^te id^ mir; baS 
Scfte rodre, id^ ginge bauon, I)eute nod^. 2lber, roenn ber 
Unteroffijier befcrtiert, fo mu^ er ^emad^ 'leid^t ©pie^ruten 
laufen burd^ ba§ ganjc 35orf, gepeitfd^t T)on alien bofen 3wngcn. 20 
9lIfo au§l)alten unb bent ©efd^idte ^elbenmiittg in'§ 2luge 
blidfen ! 
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76 5llg id^ bag erftc 2Kal ^omobie fpiclte. 

//3P ^^wte 5Ptob', ©eorg?" fragte x6) bod^ ctroaS ftolj 
auf bic ncue SBUrbe, als (Seorg mir auf bcr ©afle 
bcgegnctc. 

"Oui, monsieur!" cntgcgttetc bicfcr. ©eorg, 'S ift bcr 
6 ©d^neibermeifter t)om 2)orfc, fprid^t franjofifd^ unb ^atte fi^ 
Dorgenommen, fid^ roa^renb feiner ^unftlerperiobc nur bcS gran= 
jBfifd^en jur UmgangSfprad^e ju bebienen. 

„Vim roie mcl UI|r?" fragte id^. 

"Sept heures, Monsieur!" 
10 „2)att!e!" 

" Eh bien ! " 

SBir jd^rittcn bent ^o^en 3KufcntempeI ju — er ftanb beim 
SBirt auf bem ©tattbobctt. SBir grii^ten ^erablafjenb nad^ alien 
©eiten; roir wurben ntit einer geroiffen, bod^ rool ironifd^en 
15 e^rfurd^t betrad^tet. 

aSir traten in bie bunflen fallen ber Sunft unb ©pinnen= 
geroebe. 

^6) fieberte ein bi^d^en unb mir flapperten bie S^^ne. 3^ 
fd^eud^te cinige ^lebemtaufe auf, bie fid^ tool lux 3?ot in 
20 einer papierenen ^onigSlrone Derftedtt gelialten I)atten. D^ne 
unbefd^eiben ju fein, id^ ^atte meine SRoHe gut auSroenbtg 
gelemt; aber u)ie id^ ^ier bie Sretter \a\), bie bic 2Belt be= 
beuten, unb jroifd^en benfelben bie roeiten S^gen ... I 

Sin bamalen eben fd^on ©d^neiber geroefen. 
25 3d^ roanfte Winter bie 6ouUffen unb erroartete ntein ©d^lag= 
roort; eS l^ie^: ,;filr unS." — SBir fpielten aber nid^t fiir 
unS, fonbem fur bie anberen unb infonber^eit fiir bic arme 
©d^aufpielertruppe. 
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3Run abet ^inauS, ^inauS in'S feinblid^c Seben ! — 2)ie 
leeren Sdnle finb ja leine flrengcn Sritifer. ©§ roar nut ^Ptobe. 

2)et 6infaget lifpelte: „^o6) nid^t bet lange Solpel, bet 
beim ^ad^ter bient?" 

33etm ^ad^ter? bad^te id^, bei roeld^em ^ad^tet? — al^ fo, 5 
nad^fagen foil td^*S — unb id^ l^etgbted^etle eS nad^. 

3n 3lngftfd^n)eife roar id^, als id^ meine groei^unbert 2Borte 
t)on bet Sebet l^atte. Slbet ad^, baS Sttgfte foDte ia etft lommen ! 

— ®ennod^ bad^te id^ an gtb^ete SRoHen. 2Benn id^ beteinfl 
beginnen foUte etroa mit gauft: lo 

ff^abe nun, ad^ ! ^^ilofop^ie, 
Sutifteret unb ^Kebtjin 
Unb letber aud^ X^eologie 
S)utd^augftubiettl" 

— 2lbet id^ l^atle bamals eben nod^ nid^l§ flubiett. 15 
Out bat)on. 3lun famen aud^ bie anbeten jroei an bie 

Slei^e. 3d^ roiinfd^te auS gangem §etjen, ba^ aud^ biefe i^te 
©ad^e fd^led^t madden mod^ten. „3^ fteue mid^ batum an 
bem Unglude anbetet," fagl ^anSjbtg in bemfelben Qiude, 
„roeil ba§ meine babutd^ leid^tet roitb/' Unb fte^e, fie mad^= 20 
itn'^ aud^ fd^led^l. 2lbet bet 3)ite!tot bet ©efeUfd^aft, .bet 
unfet Slegiffeut roat, Idd^elte, al§ rooHle et fagen: 3?un fe^t 
nut felbfl, baS Somobienfpielen ifl feine Sleinigfeit! 
. ®utd^ bie enllegenflen ©affen fd^lid^en roit nad^ §aufe ; unb 
eS roat bod^ nut non bet ^tobe. 25 

2lm anbetn 3Kotgen, nod^ vox ©onnenaufgang, roaten roit 
btei auf bem Sil^eatetgettel an bet ©Ita^enede, unb beim SEBitl 
an bem SEBanbnagel. 
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fiaum in ntcincm 33ctte cncad^t, „belete" id^ mcinc SloUc 
— c8 ging ^u mcincr uncnblid^en Sefricbigung Icid^t n)ie bag 
3Satcrunfci. ©aju fatten mx nod^ ben ganjen 2^ag 3cit jum 
©tubicrcn ; — mcin 3Kciftet ^altc j|a o^ncl^in feinc 2lrbcit ju= 

6 gcfd^nittcn, id^ glaube, cS roar gar leinc im §aufe geiDefen. 

SBir 3Kit^clfcr fprad^cn unS im Saufe, beSfelben 3:age§ nur 

bci unfcren ncucn Siteln: „§crr 33aron, §crr 3Jlol^r, §cn 

Eorporal" an. 

3cncr ^Pfarrcr, als er fid^ im ^rcbigen iibcn xooUte, ging 

10 5U ben Sol^llbpfcn l^inauS unb prcbigte i^nen 33u^c unb bet 
©Unbcn aSergcbung. ©o jogen aud^ xoxx ^inauS in ben 2Balb 
unb iiblen unS in unfercn SloHen, unb bie Sdume roaren unferc 
3ufd^auer, unb fie t^alen unS ben OefaDen unb liefen nid^t 
bat)on. '^a, me^r nod^, fie fd^lugen i^re 2lrme flatfd^enb in 

15 cinanber; nur nad^ meincn jroei^unbert SBorten roar mir'g, 
als l^dtte bie 3:anne unb bie Sdrd^e ben Kopf gefd^Uttelt, unb 
^od^ oben in ben SBipfeln roar cS geroefen roie ein leifeS gifd^en. 
ei, bie ^olgfd^dbel uerftc^en nid^ts, ober eS finb aflejenfenten ! 
rottrbe ein fldbtifd^er ©d^aufpieler fagen. 3>^ 9i«9 entrttftet 

20 bem 3)orfe ju. 3Kein langeS ^Unfller^aar roe^te im 2Binbc 
unb id^ freute mid^ beS. 

3)em Saber roar meine ^brper^altung nid^t red^t, er meintc, 
ba§ fei !ein ©olbal, unb er briidle mir bie 93ruft ^erauS unb 
ben 33aud^ ^inein unb bie Sniee ftramm unb ben Kopf empor. 

25 ©0 lie^ er mid^ im ©arten eine SBeile flel^en, unb neben mir 
flanb ein ^olgflrunf; unb roir, id^ ber fleife ©d^neiber unb 
ber ^oljftrun!, liebdugellen mit einanber. 

@§ nal^tc ber 3lbcnb. 2)a§ 3)orf ^atte ben ganjcn 2^ag non 
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nid^ts anbctcm gefprod^cn, al§ Don bcm ©reigniffc, ndmlid^ ber 
gro^cn aSorflcHung, ju roeld^er bie brei genialften 3JJdnner bcr 
©egenb bereiltDiHigfl i^re 3JJitn)irtung gugefagt fatten. ®ie 
©d^aufpiclertruppe Dcrfprad^ fid^ eine gro^c ©inna^me, unb 
fd^on am 3la6)mxiia% ^inburd^ ftanb bie 6affa offen. 5 

3d^ roar gebrod^en. Sangfam roanbelte id^ l^inauS auf baS 
gelb ; mcinet inneren Dual !ein ©nbc, ftiirjlc id^ mid^ auf eine 
TOeifee SRUbe, jog fie auS ber 6rbe unb Derje^rte fie. 

3)iefe %^ai ^alte roieber ba§ ©elbfloertrauen in mir erroedtt ; 
mit t)erfd^rdn!ten airmen jog id^ ^in Uber gelber unb SEBiefen, 10 
einer glorreid^en 3^it entgegen. 

35i^ ©onne roar unlergegangen. ©S roar ein ^olber 2lbenb. • 
3d^ ^iipfte ^in — felig unb frei, roie am 2:age meiner freuben= 
reid^en greifpred^ung. 3^ liebaugelte mit ber 2lbenbrote, ba§ 
^erj roar mir ooH oon neuen ©efii^len unb 2l^nungen, l^ie 15 
unb ba ftanb aud^ nod^ ein SlUmlein offen, unb fo l^abe id^ 
an jenem 2lbenbe — gefenften 3lugeS unb tief errbtenb gefte^e 
id^'S ein — ein ©ebid^t gemad^t. 

3)a ^ore id^ ein ^lingen, roie roenn man mit bem ©teine 
eine ©enfe fd^drft. 5Da§ SEod^terlein be§ SBeberS md^te baS 20 
3lbenbf utter fUr i^re ^u^. 3ia, baSfelbe SEod^terlein be§ 
2BeberS, roeld^eS fiebjel^n ^a\)x alt roar unb oon bem eineS 
meiner ©ebid^te fagte, e§ fei gerooben au^ Silien unb 
3{o§marin. 

3?un roar id^ SUnftler, ©d^aufpieler ; ein Suftfpiel foUte fid^ 25 
entroideln auf ber ©telle. 

^6) trat oor ba§ Sbd^terlein be§ SBeberS : ,,®rtt^ 35id^ ©ott, 
Juliana!" 
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„2lu(i^ fo Dtel," anttDortele fie. ©ic fal^ mid^ gat nid^t an, 
fie arbeitcte im gutter mit einer mufter^aften ©mfigfeit. 
„3w^ittna, id^ xoiU 2)it roaS fagen." 
,,33raud^ nid^ts ju roifjen." ©ie ma^te unb ma^te, unb tl^at 
5 bann baS OraS in einen gto^en Sorb. 
,,3uliana!" flel^te id^. 

„(3t\), lafe mid^ in 9lu^, id^ mu^ ju meiner Su^." 
2)a rief id^ auS doD tragifd^en ©demerges: „3)u l^aft baS 
9linb im ©inn, unb uerfd^ma^ft ein treueS §erj!" 
10 //3ci," fagte fie unb arbeitete roeiter. 

„@ut," rief id^, „fo ge^ id^ von l^innen; id^ gel^ gum 
• SCI^eater!" 

,,§aft Won red^t!" 

„®ti) jum 2:^eater, ja, unb jie^e fort in bie frembe SBelt 
15 unb rufe meine ^ein auS auf ber Sii^ne, unb roeine mid^ fatt 
jointer ben SSor^angen, unb tote mid^ tciglid^ mit eincm funleln= 
ben 3)old^, unb fomme nimmerme^r l^eim !" 
„ei, ba roerbe id^ aber roeinen," ^b^nte baS SKabd^en. 
„3Rimmerme^r l^eim, ja, unb id^ gefeDe mid^ gum ©eftnbel 
20 unb effe erbettelteS 93rot, ober id^ effe feineS, unb ^ungerc. 
Unb fo lungere id^ im Sanbe l^erum, unb roerbe Ueberlid^, unb 
laufe aHer^anb 2^vikn beiberlei ©efd^led^teS nad^, roerbe ein 
— Sump!" 

,,2Ba§ ? ©in Sump roiUft roerben !" fu^r ^wliana auf. „^a 
25 bleib' lieber ba^eim, unb roenn 2)id^ 3)ein §anbn)er! fd^on gar 
nit freut, fo leme bei meinem Sater bie SEBeberei!" 

©ie ^atte fid^ fd^on ^alb gegen mid^ geroenbet unb ber Sled^en 
TOoDte i^r juft an^ ber §anb finfen, ba fd^lug im ®orfe bie 
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2:unnu^r. „®6)on ad^l!" ricf id^, „um (SolleStDtttcn, 3w^i^"<*/ 
jc^t i}aV x(S) ben Sapfenftteid^ Dcrfauml!" 

®a lic^ id^ fie fle^en unb rannte bem ®otfe ju. 3^ 1^^^^^^ 
in ber erften ©cene ju t^un, ^atte mid^ nod^ umjufleiben ; unb 
baS StUdE begann nad^ bem 2^^eatergettel fd^on um ftcben U^r. s 
@§ roar ein rafenbes Saufen iiber bas gelb unb burd^ bie 
3)orfgaffe, unb roaS id^ gefiird^tet l^atte, traf leiber ein, id^ 
tarn — nod^ frii^ genug. 

"Bonjour, Monsieur, bonjour!'' larmle ntir ®eorg cnt= 
gegen, " venez ici, venez ici ! " lo 

//3« ia, \a ia!" 

"Ou vous 6tes rest^ si longtemps?" 

„^oV 5Did^ ber SEeufel! — bei ber — ^Prob* bin id^ geroefen!" 
ftie^ id^ ^erauS unb argerte mid^ fogleid^ iiber bie bumme 2luSs 
flud^t, beren Unroa^r^eit off en balag. 15 

9fJun ging's an'^ 3lnjie^en; aber bie Sage ber ®inge l^atte 
fiir mid^, n)ie id^ bamals in bofem ©algenl^umor roi^elte, fo 
roenig 3lnjie^enbe8, bafe id^ ba§ 2)at)onjiel^en l^atte Dorjie^en 
mogen. 

„93itte, fd^neH, meine §enen/' brdngte ber ©ireltor, „bie 20 
§errfd^aflen roarlen fd^on fe^r gefpannt." ^nbeS lie^ cr un^ 
nod^ Seit eine ganje l^albe aSiertelflunbe, unb enblid^ roaren 
xoxx fertig. 

3d^ roar, roaS bie ftleibung anbelangt, auS alien 9fJationen 
jufantmengefe^t. ©0 erroartete id^ baS §eranna^en beS feinb^ 25 
lid^en 2lugenblidteS. 6S tarn mir faft Santpfbegierbe ; fd^on 
rooHtc id^ auf bie Siil^ne fliirj^en mil gejogenem ©dbel, allein 
biefer ^ielt in alter Siebe gar feft unb treu an feiner ©d^eibe, 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



82 ^13 id^ bag erfte ^al ^omobie fpielte. 

baS ©prid^TOort ju ©d^anbcn mad^enb, bafe alte Siebc nid^t 
roftc. 

S)ic 6ingang§mufi! roar DCttaufd^t — e§ roar ber ©d^ulmeifter 
mit ber ©eigc bageroefen. 
5 ,,^onnen roir anfangcn?" fragle ber ©infager. 

„3a rool." 

es flingeltc. 2)er SSorl^ang gittcrte langfam in bie §bl)c. 
D @ott, ber ganjc ©ad^boben roar voU SKenfd^en, fo roeit baS 
2luge reid^te unb bie ©tra^Ien ber t)ier Serjen leud^telen. 
10 „§inauS, Unleroffigier, ^inauS!" lifpelte mir ber 5DireItor ju. 

©ofort ftanb id^ auf ber SU^ne unb meine erften 2Borle: 
„3)od^ nid^t ber lange SEblpel, ber beim ^ad^ter bient/' fliefe 
id^ in ^lagetonen l^erauS. 

2lber juft, roie id^ iiber ben langen Xolpel ^inroeg bin, 
15 erblirfe id^ bort, auf einem ©rambaum (SaUen) fi^enb — beS 
SBeberS Sbd^terlein. 

„©inb ©ie Derriidtl!" freifd^te mir ber Seiter ju, „\o fagen 
©ie mir bod^ nur ein eingigeS SBort nad^!" 

2lber id^ ^orte nid^tS, id^ fa^ nid^ts me^r; id^ roanftc bem 
20 §intergrunbe gu unb ber SSor^ang pel. 

" Pauvre ami ! '' rief Oeorg unb fing mid^ in feinen 3lrmen 
auf. 

,,£afjen ©ie un§ boc^ urn ©otleS SEBiHen nid^t im ©tid^!" 
jammerte ber ©ireftor. 
25 „3^ ? iw^ ®^^ ? ^^^ ? w)en ?" fagte id^ oerroirrt, gab bann 
aber tro^ig lUx 2lntroort: „^6) fpiele ja!" 

3)er 3Sorl^ang ging roieber auf unb id^ fpielte meine SloHe. 
3d^ fpielte ! 3^ ^(^^ enljUrft, roie id^ fpielte. ^n alien ^a^- 
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lattcn l^aDte mcinc ©timtnc unb mcinc ^^e mit ben fd^iDcrcn 
ungarifd^cn ©ticfcln fc^te x6) auf ben Soben, ba^ e§ bro^ntc. 
©0 fd^ritl id^, flramm aufred^t unb mcine SBoite pollemb, ein 
ed^ter ©olbat, auf ber Sil^ne \)xn unb \)ex, unb als mix mein 
„a:blpel" nid^t parieren roottte, flie^ id^ jomig ben gu^ auf s 
ben Sobcn — ba brad^ pIB^Iid^ bie alte morfd^e 2)ielc, unb 
i6) fiel l^inab in ben ©taD unlet bie Sdmmer. 

®ie befle 2)l^eatermafd^inerie ber SBelt !ann fcine fold^' ilber^ 
rafd^enbe SBitlung tl^un, al8 biefer morfd^e Soben. S)a8 
^Publilum meinte anfangS, biefe fonberbore SSerroanblung gemote lo 
jum StUdE, bis ber 2)ireItor, an Seib unb ©eele gebrod^en, 
oerfiinbetc, bo^ baS ©tiidE nid^t weitcr gefpielt roerben fonne. 

2)ic gulen ©d^afe im ©taHe roarcn auSeinanbet geftoben, 
als id^ fo plo^lid^ Don oben ju il^nen gefommen n^ar, unb id^ 
lag auf bei ©treu unb oben prle id^ bie ©timme : 15 

" Dieu, Dieu ! Ou est done notre ami ? " 

„©o entfd^ieben ift nod^ leiner burd^gefaDen, feit bie 5Renfd^en 
fd^aufpielen auf ©rben!" rief ber ©infager patl^etifd^ auS. 

2)a ging bie ©taUl^ur auf: ,,3ft ®ir waS gefd^e^en, Siibel?" 

Suliana roar's. 20 

„3Kein ©oil, id^ roei^ eS nid^l !" rief id^ ; ba lad^le fie. 

„Sad^e nid^l, gwKana/' bal id^; ba laddie fie nod^ me^r. Unb 
als fie oben ba§ Sadden ^orlen, gingen fie berul^igl auSeinanber. 

„©d^ieb ben Siegcl oor bie S^ilr," pflerle id^, „id^ will 
nid^l, bafe fie aUc fommen unb mid^ oerl^ol^nen." 25 

©oil fei ^an!, id^ xoax \a l^eil, xoax auf baS roeid^e ©Ito^ 
gefatten. 

aSon ben ©deafen unb Sdmmctn ifl ju ergol^Ien, ba^ fie juerfl 
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eine SBcile Don eincm SSSinlcI jum anbern ^crumrannten, cnblid^ 
abet ru^ig murben unb mit cinanber fd^erjtcn unb fpielten. 

2)ie ©d^aufpielcrgcfcIUd^aft [laltcte i^rc einnal^me nid^t mel^r 
juriict, fie jog ab. 2)ie Seute gingcn mc^rmals auf ben ©tall= 
boben beS SBirteS unb betrad^teten baS Sod^ im Soben. Unb 
id^ ging unb fd^rieb fpater biefe ©efd^id^te in einer Saune, bie 
mix mein Sefer gtttig oerjeil^en moge. 
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The editor has allowed himself only a few verbal changes in the 
foregoing sketches. In the few instances where it seemed advisable 
to make slight alterations, Rosegger's German was generally too 
dialectical to be of service to the learner. However, it has not seemed 
wise to remove all '' Austriacisms," since by so doing the local color- 
ing would have suffered irreparably. Undoubtedly it will prove suffi- 
cient to point out, in the Notes, any marked variations from ordinary 
standards. 

The Notes, both grammatical and lexical, are intended to facilitate 
not only the thorough understanding of the text and to fix in mind 
the essentials of German constructions and other peculiarities of 
grammar, but also, occasionally, to call the attention of the student 
to the literary qualities of liosegger's writings. 

Ordinary and familiar abbreviations only are used. 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



NOTES. 



The heavy figures refer to pages, the light figures to lines. 



91 o r tn o r t* 

1* 3. mare au^ langft, *even if long ago . . . were.' — 7. nms 
gefelirt, 'vice versa.\— 11. utlll . . . fltttagU^fett *and thus purified 
from the slags of commonness.' — 14. ^mar (M.H.G. ze wdrCj 'for- 
sooth'), * it is true,' * it must be acknowledged,' ' true enough,' etc., 
a concessive particle, usually followed by abet, allein or bod^ in the 
subsequent clause. — 19. pronounce ttstW^fit, * most real.' 

N.B. The acquisition of a large vocabulary should be the student's 
constant aim and purpose. Nothing loill facilitate this task more than 
a persistent and systematic word analysis. 



Uitt'd Olaterttiort 

3« 2. mar lift . . . $tint^, fO . . ., * if I was . . . child, then . . .' 
Notice, once for all, this construction : verb initial in dependent clause, 
followed by fo or bann in independent clause, is always the equivalent 
of the construction with initial roenn, * if.' — 6. al0 oH • • • gtngf/ *a8 
if I grew taller.' Cf. below, 1. 9, in lite S3rette, * thick,' ' stout.' — 9. 
mitife, fet etc. are subjunctives, the indirect discourse requiring that 
mood. Cf. the verbs in the passage just following, in illustration of 
this principle. — 15. @r (the spirit of contradiction), * it.' — 17. oBcr 
fei . . . erma^feit/ * but once let the child be grown up.' — 17. jenc, 
* those (people).' 

4* 1. mo^te . . . \tin, aUtin, 'was perhaps of the same opinion, 
yet.' flQetn (conj.), *but,' *yet' admits, but excepts from, a preced- 
ing aflSrmation or negation. — 3. lier mit %xMi . . . Sflann, * the man 
weighed down by work and care. ' This favorite German construction 
— the noun modified by a preceding participial adjective, itself limited 
or modified by a prepositional phrase — is, with some little practice, 
readily mastered. It is entirely logical, the principle being that the 
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modifier precedes the thing modified. — 7. gCYTif ^ ' wore out' — 0. 
malteit, *have sway.' — 11. mit . . . meinen gfeMet nortielt, 'up- 
braided me . . . for my misdeeds.' Why ^atte? Is this the sub- 
junctive of indirect discourse? — 20. uhttlava, *came over' (not 
* overcame'). — 21. eilt ftei)» ttltb Stt|l0eful|l^ *a feeling of great 
happiness not unmingled with a desire to tease, or provoke.' — f0 
ttd^i, *in good earnest.' — 22. HB lamella etc., * There came tears 
(or * tears came') into my eyes'; a typical construction, illustrating 
the use of the expletive eg and of the dative of the personal pronoxm, 
in place of the possessive adjective. — 27. otlte bat • • • j^craufs 
bef^mor^ 'without my conjuring up any mischief.' 

5» 2. titoa» an)tt|lenen^ » to be up to sometMng.' — 6. beffen 
i4 • • • mat/ 'of which, at that time, I was not conscious.' — 8. 
SRariageO C St. Mary's Cell '), the name of a place near Rosegger's 
home, to which pilgrimages are made. -— 9. For eilt and fblti, ^^m 
bie m9 bemfellieit TlaitxiaU etc., see note to 1. 3, p. 4. — 10. SRarter^ 
llier!)eit0e, implements of torture'; here, the spear, hammer, tongs 
and ladder used at the Crucifixion. — 11. in f^tttoa^vun^^ 'hidden.' 

— 14. ttal^m . . . malir, 'observed the time.' — 18. (polite . . . Ofeils 
toitlfel^ 'squatted down behind the stove with it.' — 21. ^tU (^aljlt 
\^t9 l^etritj^ ' St. Peter's cock,' i.e. the cock that crowed when Peter 
had denied his Lord. Ordinarily, Biblical names ending in nt§ follow 
the Latin inflection ; thus bet §a§n ^ctri = bcr §a§n beS ?pctruS, etc. 

— 22. ^ie Xtilt . . . im ^ansett^ ' The parts when separated, seemed 
much more interesting than when they were yet together.' — 27. 
SBentt'9 ttttr . . . bieSmnl^ ' if only nothing worse than a scolding is 
before me.' 

6* 1. (^Olieitllian0er $tfkptUt, 'chapel at Hohenwang[en].' Ad- 
jectives derived from names of towns and cities (also occasionally from 
names of countries), are indeclinable and capitalized. Cf. Berliner 
©olbaten, {^auett; ^eutfc^, baS @traf;burger Ttun^icv, etc., but also 
©d^toeiacr ^dfe, Xiroler ^crge, Bfterrcid^er Sonb. Note, too, that 
derivatives in sifc^ (amerilanifc^, fpanif d^, infci^) are to be inflected, but 
not capitalized. — 10. Ihtngaliltallme^ 'Descent from the Cross.' — 
13. niirrif^^ here, 'strangely.' — 16. flBent ifl . . . geloefett/ *who, I 
should like to know, was discommoded by . . .' — 17. mir loilt git 
Wtutt, ' I felt.' Another typical German phrase. Cf. ju SRute loerben 
(with dat. of person), 'begin to feel'; eg iDutbe und ganj too^l gu 
aWttte, ' we began to feel very cheerful,' etc. — 18. )» ttinfet Mcget 
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foQte^ 'was to be made (lit. to receive) to drink.' — 26. feitten • . . 
f^ahtf ' not a muscle of my face twitched.' 

7» 1. SReill f&ttlan^tn . . . fllft, * my longing for the cup of bitter- 
ness increased.' — 5. red)tfd)affeit/ 'upright'; but provincially 
'thoroughly,' »well.' — iSixifiU^tXX^ott (provinc), 'Saviour.' Cf. 
note to 1. 21, p. 6. — 8. f^tttt' 3ttm fditttn; like Engl, 'see to,' etc. 

— 9. alifdineUieit (coUoq.), ab::au4cl^tteiben. — 14. mo^te, 'would 
like.' — t^tx fdtf^attun%$^toan%; tin ^eelenfranMif, ' rather a forced 
persistence, a (sort of) soul-rigidity.' — 21. ^^loarjIliaOiersttlir ; the 
Black Forest region is famous far and wide for its industries, espe- 
cially its manufacture of clocks. These are sent all over the civilized 
world. Cf. Berthold Auerbach's Edelweiss for a character sketch of 
the Foresters, and their industries. 

8« 1- bad &t!^tM, 'tables,' 'chairs,' 'benches.' — 4. man 
miige . . . bur^forf^eit, . . . tinaudgeliett, . . . %m%tn, 'that they 
should hunt through, ... go out, . . . bring.' The optative subjunc- 
tive is frequently used as an imperative. — ^^ad^eit, 'grove,' 
'isolated patch of forest.' — 7. nittietti^teter Xin^t (adv.), 'un- 
successfully.' For this species of adverbial phrases, consisting of 
the genitive of a noun and adjective, see also the following : fcftcn 
gugeS, 'with firm tread'; mfid^tigcn SlufeS, 'with a mighty soxmd'; 
^o^en ^ouptcg, 'with head erect,' etc. Cf. also, ©onntagS, 2lfcenbS, 
Ttiita^^, etc. -^ 9. uhtt 9tl^ nn)l IBaOl^ 'far away from home.' 

— 10. 3d)i)i(ettt (dim. of 3oppe or 3«ppci)/ 'coat.' — 11. £a0 fei, 
' [saymg] that children were a world of trouble.' — 17. angebra^t 
tottt, 'was arranged or fixed.' — 20. loa^ ffir or loaj . . . filr, ' what,' 
'what kind of.' — 28. Ut (&i\tn^apU^ bed nf^t^ttBiH^M, 'the iron 
pine-cone shaped weight of the clock.' 

9* 10. @ei jlia Nation, 'Not another word.' — i^ mae'0 lli*t 
l^dren. Particular pains need be taken to turn the modal auxiliaries 
into proper English equivalents. The contexts alone can determine 
what the particular translation must be. — 12. felBer (usually) s= f elbft. 
— 13. feitt IBein aUgefdllageit/ ' not broken any limbs.' These remarks 
of the father, this psychological analysis, so common in Rosegger's 
writings, seem exceedingly fine. The father's bravado is all put on ; 
his heart is almost ready to break with grief. — 15. gatttllleileit^ 
'fence-pickets.' — 17. 'letftt or leUt = mcactc^t. — 21. an9 i^lieil 
toerbeit foil, 'is to become of them.' — 23. 3ii'd gerj (ineill (lit. 
'clear into his heart'), 'into his innermost being.' 
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10« 1. £dffel @]t)l)ie^ * spoonful of soup*; both nouns being in 
the accusative. Expressions of weight and measurement require that 
the object weighed or measured, when not qualified in any way, shall 
be in the same case as the noun denoting the measure. Of course, the 
original relation of the second noun is the genitive, as still appears 
when it is modified: eitien Sbffel biefer ©uppc, cine ©He guten(g) %u^e^. 
— 3. 3^ toet^ , , . ffiat, * I know no other way out '; mir, the ethical 
dative, is often scarcely tangible enough to be rendered in English, as 
in the present instance. — 4. fntete • . . I^itt^ * knelt, turning towards 
the table.' — 8. mit . . . mttr'0 ; cf. note to 1. 17, p. 6. — 19. mir 
ift . • . anf gegatl0eit, ' the light of knowledge was kindled in me at that 
moment.' — 24. SoUte er . . . \tin, *even if he were not,' etc. — 27. 
e0 liurd^riefelte mi4, * something streamed through me.' — e0 )O0, 
same construction. 



SSie bet mtiUnitpp ^eftothen ift. 

This selection well illustrates Bosegger's exquisite pathos. The humble saw- 
flier rises to really heroic proportions in the treatment he receives at the author's 
hands. Close observation of details and the power to coordinate and weave these 
into an artistic whole are strikingly apparent in the present selection. 

11« 1. fanll fi$^ * was found'; the use of the reflexive instead of 
the passive is very common. — 2. ^tfll ^^^ttfll ; cf. note to 1. 21, p. 6. 

— Wlaxxa, Lat. Mariae (gen. case). — 3. ffiaitt, *Rev. Father.' — 6. 
groje 93u4ftaBeit, * capitals.' — 12. 9l93@s@(gtt^, 'tyro,' « a mere be- 
ginner in the art of reading.' — 13. tiafitr^ * instead,' ' in turn.' — 16. 
jotltin, * yodel,' a peculiar manner of singing, common among the 
Swiss and Tyrolese mountaineers. — 19. aU toit • . • i%di, * as if the 
priest preached.' Notice here, and in all the dialectical or semi- 
dialectical conversations the decided preference given to t^un, ' to do,' 
as an auxiliary verb ; notice, too, the almost systematic suppression 
of the final e. — lietieitt[[ain] an^fulireit^ *to read with such ex- 
pression.' 

13* 1. sum ^ittUvi [lag], *was on his death-bed.' —4. gelllid)s 
tige, * heavy.' — 6. eitt neiittutnjioer $tnixp9, * a wee bit of a fellow.' 

— 8. afntttrlammer, * granary,' * hay-loft.' — 10. The ^ncc^tg (hired 
man's) message is delightfully naive: @ott|l feltt Ottflleliett . . . 

er (att Bitten . . . er Hiottf HerBen, *get up quickly . . ., he sends 
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word . . ., he was about to die.' — 11. ^tiUUi^tpp, lit. * Titmouse- 
Joseph.' This sobriquet well illustrates the system of naming in vogue 
among the German and Austrian peasantry. Usually some pecu- 
liarity, trade, business or other distinguishing feature is fixed on as 
a cognomen to the Christian, or given name. Family names, though 
recorded in the parish register, never gain popular currency. — 20. 
fteitter, * woodman,' one engaged in clearing away thickets, under- 
brush, stumps, etc. — 25. j&lintj, * forsaken region.' — 27. gaj^ f^tt, 
' see here,' or, ' let me have [it].' 

13* 16. SfamiKeitllttbe . . . Wfte, * living-room, bed-room and 
kitchen all in one.' — 19. Horn f&aU^t f^tt, 'having met them in the 
forest.' — 21, nm ttliUl^t, 'by a few.' — 22. flit Ux Ofenmauer, 
*near (leaning against) the earthen stove.' — 26. feitt ®efl$t tBttt 
eilt0efaileit, * his face was emaciated.' — 27. ^xautnt^t, * turning gray.' 

14^ 6. effen moge^ *be pleased to eat', (pr. subj. after lull eitt, 
lioj), — 11. pronounce paffa^'tU — 12. 93orlitti . . . gejtt^ft, 'A 
while ago, he kept pulling threads from the cover.' Rosegger uses 
several terms (colloquially) for 'always': fortwcg, aUtreg, oHejcit. 
Of a piece with these colloquial and dialectical variations are : (1) the 
frequent omission of a pronoun-subject ; (2) the failure to carry the 
auxiliary to the end of the dependent clause ; (3) the omission of the 
participial ge^ in toorbcn in cases other than of a preceding participle ; 
(4) the use of t^un as an auxiliary. — (6) the syncope or more 
frequently the apocope of an c. — 21. flet|tg . • . mogetl, ' could attend 
to properly, diligently.' — 28. QmBlttin, 'cottager,' 'cotter'; one 
who dwells in a poor, shabby habitation. 

15* 6. ffierg^ 'tow,' 'flax or hemp fibres.' — 6. @elt (interj.), 

* is it not true ? ' ' truly I ' Cf. Fr. rCest-ce pas ? — 8. mttttter VOlt^, 
'awakens.' — 15. 311 (adv.), 'towards.' — 18. tied tuetterett (adv.), 

* after that.' — 22. %t%tmhtX, 'opposite to'; translate here, *when 
in the presence of.' — 26. mit|te . . . attflreitgeit, 'had to tax my 
inventiveness.' — 28. bet Hier (e^ten ^tttge ; »i2. Death, Resurrection, 
Judgment, Eternity. 

16* 6. lite tottjre iRaftfoIge (SlSrtfli, ' the true imitation of Christ.' 
— 12. @o boitf iltr ®Ott, 'May God reward you.' — 17. $ofl jtt, 
'Why, you have.' Study, carefully, the effect of these adverbial 
elements, jo, boc^, nod^, aud^, etc. Ex. JBifl tlO$ gefommett, 1. H, 

* Here you came after all '; . . . toerlieit tnir mol fetlte ^txi tabett, 
1. 13, * I am afraid, or, very likely we shall not have time ' ; ftifdj 
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Staffer ifl |alt bo4 nut, P* l^) l* ^i ' ^^^^^ water is good, my what you 
wUl,^ etc. — 23. ^^auB (Engl. sJwave), * straw/ * straw-tick.' — 25. tet§ 
mit • • • ^tXtm, ' [see] that you do not handle the children so roughly.' 

17* 4. f^on, 'nevermind.' — 8. mfittet Sag (gen. pi.), 'in my 
time.' — 10. ffiainadtt, field or acre lying near the 3lain, ' boundary '; 
here a proper name. — 12. bif SBittf^aft, ' the property.' — 16. ^thi 
mix ... an, 'do not take to poaching, [I beseech you].' — 18. l^alt 
(adv.), 'indeed,' 'I think.' Transl. 'Now if, perchance, one of you 
would take to saw-filing, [he would be sure of making an honest 
living].' — 22. meitt ©tttft felio, *my sainted father.' — 23. Bf t . . . 
(iftgf d, *" as regards potatoes, this is true.' 

18* 2. gfrei in bitl . . . miv, * I do not like his talking so much.' 

— 4. fBen an$^ * it must be admitted.' — 13. ^vibtfhxtti (lit. ' planing 
board '), ' top of work-bench.' — 14. I^oljioffl ; cf. note to 1. 11, p. 12. 

— 17. Sotietirotf^ 'coat' (made of a stout woolen fabric, especially 
worn in the Tyrol and the highlands of Austria). — 18. mad = eiroa^. 
Rosegger likewise uses the. forms rocr, iDCtn, roen instead of jctnanb, 
etc. — 23. I^ia^t, ' taper ' (near the corpse). — 24. S^^^^%^f * silver 
coin ' (worth twenty kreutzers^ formerly current in Austria). Trans- 
late 'a few pennies.' 

19^ 11. leg' tlir'« nl^t fattier, *do not take it hard.' — 13. 
$Ia$eI ■=" ^la|Iein ; the diminutive slein appears in Austro-Bavarian 
as set. -- 3^ |rt' . . . auf, ' I reserve ' etc. 

aO* 15. martet Reiner, 'waits for you,' or, 'awaits you.' — 20. 
gftttlfam = ru^tg. — 23. 3e$t W9 gar, ' Now it is all over.' 

ai* 5. ©ote, * messenger,' mz. Death. — 7. @o tttrfeil . . . aittlfTlt 
(Mil.), 'Thus they join the ranks, one after the other.' — 13. ait9« 
gfBorflet, 'bristly'; i.e. combed or brushed out into a bristly fan- 
shape. — 17. ®am9Bart, dialectical for ©ctnSbart. 

aa» 2. otirr toenn . . . ®otte9gna)if tttttm, * or if doubts come over 
me as to man's standing in God's grace.' 



23* 2. met ; cf . note to 1. 18, p. 18. — 3. 3agtr, * hunter,' 
'guard.' — 8. gRarias©immeIfttftrt8fe^, August 16. — 9. SuB . . . 
ntttffen, * My boy, I suppose I must begin to turn my hand to some- 
thing.' Observe in this connection, that the future is often used for 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOTES. 93 

the present, expressing simply a probability or a possibility. Usnally, 
the adverbs boc^ or tool are added to indicate this shade of thought. 
— 17. @4afial^f/ ' sheep pasture on the slope.' — 18. Sar^rnillltDaitd, 
'larch-plantation.* — 20. l^oi^tDtl^^ 'venison.' 

24* 2. a^ani = 2ltttott. — 7. fetnCer] SrMag (really a gen. pi., 
cf. note to 1. 8, p. 17), 'in his life.' — 8. gitttlfQattJ, 'foundling 
home.' — 13. |at fi4 ttn tlftt ^tU%xt, ^ has paid any attention to him.' 
— 18. @o gteBt • • • aB, ^ associates with animals.' — 19. in bad 3tt4ts 
ian9 geBrtdIt *got [him] into the penitentiary.' — 22. Hedomnuil 
bttrdl mib bltr4, 'ruined out and out.' 

S5* 1- SfltfddfletttBerg (prop, noun) ; it undoubtedly derives its 
name from being covered with boulders or other large rocks. Popular 
legend credits the evil one with having scattered these huge rock- 
masses — glacial drift — far and wide. Cf . Loeper's Goethe's Fatist, II, 
p. 234, notes. — 6. (Sn^ian^Udtn, 'gentian bells.' — 7. 3ettIofe or 
^erlltieitlofe, 'meadow saffron,' a species of crocus. — 8. nm, 'for,' 
' for the sake of.' — 11. Xadibxttt^tU, ^boards so arranged as to shield 
the top of the cross.' In the Catholic regions of Europe the crucifix 
is constantly met with along the fields and highways ; sometimes the 
bare cross alone calls the wajrfarer to his devotions. — 22. fBlutlai^t, 
'blood pool.' — 25. ba, translate 'I see.' 

26* 4. fgixt bent • • • Itt^tl, ' we cannot go on to cut willows to- 
day.' — 9. SranbgraBni^ prop, noun, designating a certain part of 
the forest. — |)ol)fnf4tflt, 'wood-choppers.' — 12. 8Btf faitllte . . . 
aitt^ltlt, * How could my father inflict that upon me.' — 26. ^ni^feit, 
ordinarily giic^fc. 

27* 16. f^Mtt = ^'6Uet, 'improvised cannon' (fired on festive 
occasions). — 19. Sllttflrifmf, 'streaks of blood.' — 22. |)ett|ifcr)^:: 
l^flt, usually gcufc^recfc, 'grasshopper.' — 24. J0lol4, 'salamander.' 

28* 5. I^filattb, ' Saviour.' Cf. note to 1. 11, p. 25. — 7. tiOlt bcm 
l^falilf/ ' from the cross.' [The student should do more than merely 
translate this ne plus tdtra sketch. He should analyze and be able to 
feel the restlessness of the boy, as " the shadows retreated still more 
under the trees "; he should study the art with which the oppressive 
stillness of the scene and the fearful spell, which the mound exerted, 
are described.] — 23. ^|l al0 . . . mo4tf, * Only when it seemed to 
have become aware of the smell of gunpowder in the rifle-barrel.' 

29* 2. getragfltfit @4all, 'sustained,' or 'continuous sound.' — 
13. boA iH • • • fBuh, ' he is indeed a very nice boy.' — 21. ^n fe$' . . . 
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SfM^f ^^n ^^f '' yo^ ^^^ yourself meanwhile on this pile of twigs and 
pick the cones.' — 24. S^ottetllaS^ * whey-cheese.' — 25. l^etm 311, 

* homewards.' Cf. note to 1. 15, p. 15. 

30» 6. ©ifl tin . . ., ®tt, ' You are a foolish fellow.' — 9. neflelte 
. . . (ertior^ *drew forth some object.' — 10. uiurtie i|r Bang; cf. 

note to 1. 17, p. 6. 

31* 6. mag =r Jann. — 6. |inten b'reiti gegangen^ * followed.' — 
12. etnen toufl aitdfe|en)ien Wtann, 'a wild, pitiable-looking wretch.' 
— 10. tottttie . . . gelalten, *the trial was had.' — toat geflatititg, 

* confessed.' — 19. SBlMftn)!^ *babe.' What was the reason of 
the father's saying : „2)cinctn)C9cn ift tnir cin ©tein (weight) auf bcm 
^erjen gelegen"? 



^19 tdi bad ctfte mat aitf hem ^ampi-- 
magett fafii^ 

In point of good-natured, rich humor the present selection and „5ll3 id^ baS 
erfte aWal ffombbie fpieltc," p. 75, vie with one another. Both are exceedingly 
refreshing in their naiveUy the Dampfwagen episode being, perhaps, the quainter 
of the two. 

33» 1. tier ^nteerittf^er^ * the knee-slider'; cf. note to 1. 11, p. 12. 

Frequently these sobriquets are somewhat severe, as in the present 
instance. The godfather had, evidently, earned the title in question 
by his over-devotion at or around the altar. — J^t^i^tVX = Soad^im. 
— er tttjc, etc. = the formula ^requiescat in pace.'' — 4. mar ijni, 
' he looked upon.' — 9. (ergeljt, *sets to work.' — 14. aBgefeitnteS . . . 
i(l, * a sharp cunning fellow that cannot be gotten at.' Colloquially 
the freuj is frequently the equivalent of 'very': !reujbratJ, 'very 
well behaved ' ; ^reujferl, 'capital fellow.' 

33« 4. 5110 i^ . . • toar^ ' when, though only a child, I had learned 
the good use of my limbs.' The fd^on (adv. of time), refers to the 
boy's acquiring fleetness of foot or learning to walk, as can readily be 
felt by omitting the particle. It then stands: "when I was fleet of 
foot," without indicating any particular period in life. Cf. note to 
1. 17, p. 10. — 9. mcincttoeg[en], 'for all I care.' — g(ei^, 'at the 
same time.' — 11. foil (idiomatic), 'is said to.' — 12. ^t^uf . . . 
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QtXX, *The Lord forbid.' — 2fltffld)fltg, 'devil's contrivance.' — 

15. fann ait$ fein, 'perhaps'; cf. Fr. cela se pent, — 17. &niUds 
gfBirge, proper noun. — 20. ^tiitalfrBotieit, the low lands around 
the town of Spital, on the Drave river, Carinthia, Austria ; cf. note 
to 1. 1, p. 6. — 3efftt« SRorOtt! (prov.) = Scfug maxxal It needs 
to be borne in mind, that there is no element of low vulgarity in this 
and similar German expressions. Trahslate by ' Good Heavens I ' or 
some equivalent harmless interjection. — 28. tit if^m • • • Jttff ^te^ 
'which, at times, was a great thorn in his flesh.' 

34* 1. 3n:tDttr)[en] — so called from the belief that stepping on 
it would cause one to lose his path — 'mad-wort.' — 5. mit %iti^ 
tttlb ^i^id, 'neatly,' literally 'with diligence and skill.' — 6. Seiflett^ 
' strip,' ' band,' ' rail.' — ^aB toirb . . . ffln ; cf. note to 1. 8, p. 23. — 
10. tierlogftt for eriogcn ; cf. Behaghel's Historical Grammar of the 
German Language, p. 27, for this Austro-Bavarianism. The student will 
meet it constantly in the Fliegende Blatter. — 14. gemattertf ^dn^O^tn, 
'stone cottage,' for the use of the track-guard or S3a^nn)(tc§ter. — 15. 
^ttgeltl/ 'balls,' i.e. the signals. — 17. Bat (old adv.), 'greatly.' — 
^a| f d . • • Jttgitlgf f *' That there was something supernatural, uncanny 
about it all.' — 20. Notice the form 3Jr made use of by the boy ; a 
term of deference to his godfather. — 23. t^ai . . • ^tol^nf It, * groaned 
pitiably '; cf. phrases like etncn ©a^ t^un, ctncn fJu^faU t^un, SUmofcn 
t^un, etc. —26. Vfttflem, 'snorting.' 

35« 2. ^teirertoagleitl, * a little vehicle, such as are in use in the 
Steiermark [Styria].' — 7. ^afi Bringt . . . fle|eitr *The Lord himself 
cannot stop that.' — 10. ti^ttg, 'sure enough.' — 17. pronounce 
Stttl'nel or, as in English, tunnel. — 21. ^taiifytt, dial, for bann or fo. 
— ©Icntierei, 'delusion.' — 26. f)ie finb |ltt . . . Seer, 'They are 
gone (lost) like a Jew's soul'; ttB Sttbflt, because the word is used 
generically. 

36* 3. IJffrtetTOge, * horse-troughs,' 'cribs.' Before the railway 
era the highway across the Semmering had led past this inn. — 4. 
Saitfe (Austrian), 'luncheon.' — 7. ^arl'd VI.; the father of the 
famous Maria Theresa. — 10. itCS Cflettei^erlonJl f^inanS, * out into 
the Austrian land'; i.e. the province so-called, v>ot the empire. The 
latter is composed of 17 different provinces : Bohemia, Galicia, Upper 
and Lower Austria, Carinthia, Styria, etc. The Osterreichisch- 
Ungarische Monarchic is formed of these 17 states and Hungary. — 

16. gans HertOUIttierU^, 'very strange.' — 17. '« ifl itltglfi^ . . . 
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treiBfIt, * it*8 strange what people are up to nowadays.' — 20. bad rote 
Sam|i4f n (bag etoige 2\^i), * the little red light always kept burning 
in Catholic churches.' — 26. ttntfr bet ^ttmmtttig bed Sftembfeind, 

* in the excitement of being away from home.' 

37« 3. mi4 • • • )^er XtU^l, *the evil one has a hold upon me'; 
i.e. he was greatly tempted to have a ride on the train. — 4. So 
mad, *Such a thing (possible)!' — 6. 3^ mitt • • • (joBen^ 'I must 
have omitted to sprinkle myself before going to rest.' — 10. 9la = nun, 

* well.' — 20. ^tt merben . . . f^aueit, * They'll open their eyes.' — 23. 
316 .. . boBei, * r, at once, agreed.' 

38* 2. btetDeU[en], *for the present.' — 13. aRllttjCe], *coin,' ajs 
opposed to " currency." — 15. bte (ol^eit l^errett, * the fine gentlemen.' 

— er . . . ^dfindtt, *he, poor fellow.' — ^ubem . . . ©etot^t ba, 

* moreover, the weight of both of us was but inconsiderable.' — 23. 
993tr toarett . . • gefommen, ' We could not have managed to board the 
train.' — 25. Pronounce SBaggon' (nasal -071)^ the word being from the 
English through the French. Cf. Fr. wagon, * car.' — 26. Uiitrbe . • • 
abgelautet *tbe signal for departure was given.' — 27. iS^OUpi (Fr. 
couper, to *cut,' 'divide'), 'compartment' (of a railway carriage). 
On most European railroads none but compartment cars are run. 

39» 7. eitts was anberemal, *one time after another.' — 17. and 
ber SBeif, 'extraordinary,' 'strange.' — 19. 3(0erl, etc. (interj.), 
» Goodness gracious '; ' Well, I'll be blessed,' etc. — 21. ito$ tti^t . . . 
abgefeffen^ ' not yet gotten the worth of our money.' — 23. bad S^^g, 
'the thing'; i.e. the coup^ and its arrangement. — 24. foitltte • • • 
merben, ' could not make head or tail of it.' 

40* 1. SRurjJttf^Iag ; the station at which the train now was. — 
3. X^nxftt^n, 'porter,' 'gate-keeper.' On many European roads 
tickets are taken up at the terminal station, and not by the conductor. 

— S- 6t, S^etter! 'See here, uncle I' — 6. bad ^ti^i, *that means.' 
-- 9. umflorter 8timme, 'husky voice.' — 13. eine ^anjlet 'an 
office.' — 14. ^ad, ^aifttt^ = %a\^e, Xafd^entud^. — 15. bie l^erren, 
'the gentlemen,' i.e. the officials. — 17. Set^t^ettel, » shrove-certifi- 
cate.' — 27. aid f^ait . . . gtltg, * towards evening.' 
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91X9 bie l^edeti 9l&^te t^aten. 

The intense, graphic tone of the ^^eQen ^&^W gives a new aspect of 
Bosegger's powers. The description is at once marvelously realistic and sub- 
lime. We fairly smell the smoke, we fairly see the " red dragon " flying, and 
destruction coming on irresistibly — the destruction from which the poet, how- 
ever, sees arising an ampler life. 

4a» 6. a^fimtlleilt, ' pool,' * puddle.' — 18. ©itttog, ' day of prayer 
and supplication.' — 21. SBmit \^aS . • • gar i|t/ * If once the dry spell 
is over.' • 

43* 4. aBofiir |ftltO^, * Why, I should like to know.' — 7. et»in« 
ttfirrrr^ * wiseacre,' * speculator (In forbidden fields).' — 8. ^alitt 
(Austrian), * herder,' 'shepherd.' — 20. %n tlftl foittligeit 2C., *0n the 
sunny slopes of the Filnbaum Forest region.' Cf. note to 1. 28, p. 45. 

— S^IttQ, * clearing,' 'strip,' » field.' — 23. guerfl mo^te 2C., 'Per- 
haps it,' etc. ; cf. note to 1. 23, p. 28. 

44* 2. Itti^tn, intensive form of (ctfcn, *lick,' * flare up.' — 3. 
SUngeltt . . . ^i^Ittngrngestt^t * shoot forth like tongues of snakes.' — 
7. 93ttt|)r03efflon ; in many parts of Europe it is customary to pass in 
solemn procession around the fields, either, as in the present instance, 
to pray for what is withheld, or to commend the growing crops to the 
kindly protection of Heaven. Jules Breton's La Benediction des bUs 
gives a good idea of the ^rojcffion. — 8. tier I^O^toani/ * the heart of 
the forest ' (as distinguished from the ^ntoad^S; the younger, planted, 
portions). — 18. Jier ^t^tX, *seer.' The old Norse poet [Edda, V'oU 
ttspd], scanning the future of the world, proclaims: 

The sun dai'kens, 

The earth sinks into the ocean ; 

The lucid stars 

From heaven vanish ; 

Fire and vapor 

Bage towards heaven ; 

High flames 

Involve the skies. 

Anderson, Norse Mythology^ p. 423. — 26. flfBig/ * pitchy,' * sticky.' 

— geJlOltaett, * mailed,' * protected.' — 27. filing tttf^t ait, *did not 
avail.' 

45* 2. SflammrnBraitt * devouring flame'; cf. SBtttbSbraut, 
* storm,' * tornado.' — 6. bltri^ ... Jit St^tXl, *by advancing some 
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distance and laying waste the intervening strip to set a bound ' ; as the 
** back-firing" in fighting western prairie fires. — 24. )|ad iitngltf 
®eri^t 'tiie i>ay of Judgment.' — 28. SftlnBaum, Sff Iff nieitf ti ; 
names of certain localities in the neighborhood. 

46* 10. nollanf 8i^t 'plenty of light.' — 11. ^t^n jRlittttctt tofit 
*at a distance of a ten minutes' walk.' — 18. $rei§eIBeeren^ * cran- 
berries.' — 19. @e|dft (collect.), *all the buildings and sheds of the 
farm ' ; the farm itself. 

47* 6. SBaOlliartifen, * stretches of forest.' — 9. t9 fleleil . . . 
Sttft; thus negativing the gwcwi-proverbial expression: ©ebratcnc 
SBogel fliegen cincm nid^t in'g SWauI. — 16. ber fo|Ient)fn ^tntitfe, 

* of the smouldering stumps.' 

48* 7. I^ortl^ * grain,' * wheat. ' On the various meanings of ^oxn, 
cf. Marsh, Lectures on the English Language^ p. 246. — 17. t>ft ^t^tni, 

* the tithes' (for the support of the church). — 20. ^eUl um 9t\^, 

* field after field.' 



^l^ i4 ber mMlet toat. 

49* 2. SBiefenIe|tten ; for latter part of compound, cf. note 
to 1. 20, p. 43. — 4. ®txmtn, S^ierling, SaueranMifer, * helle- 
bore,' * hemlock,' * sorrel,' respectively. — 6. fetnerjett^ *in its 
time,' *in the old days.' Referring to the future, how should the 
word be rendered? — 8. 3^1ioma[S]. — 10. SBiefetltattte^ 'pasture- 
common.' 

50* 4. )ite gatl) . . • toaretl/ ' that had turned to a dark red color 
(because of the fire) and had even fallen apart.' — 6. ©rittltiel/ * shaft,' 
*axis.' — 9. oB ttB Vin%lhd9, 'on account of the disaster.' — 15. 
©roff^eit ; a silver coin worth about two cents. — 18. mad tX ®fgf It^ 
)ltfnfle0/ * what of return services.' — 20. tt moge 2C. Here is another 
excellent opportunity for the study of the subjunctive and of adverbial 
particles. Cf. note to 1. 9, p. 3. — 22. tlOtl toegen, * as to.' — 23. fo 
einen, Jttiei 20ge . . . leer, ' for it (the mill) stood idle one, perhaps, 
even two days, every week.' — 28. @efegne ®ott! 'God bless it 
(the bread)!' 

51* 1. SRulilefel, 'beast of burden.' — 6. Uefftt Itttt . . . mit, 
* were only his satellites, as it were.' — 8. |telfd, 'had to do.' — 16. 
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^ttin^auB, 'the casing of the mill-stones.' — 16. VttffftitttdmttUie, 

* mill-hopper.' — 17. ^l^nttBotiett, 'platform from which the hopper 
was filled.' — 20. SBfitbrttnttgefa^^ett gangeltr, ' vessel of holy water 
was swinging.' — 23. 9la)lflttBe^ 'wheel-race.' — flBaffftftot/ 'mill- 
race.' Cf. ^olaflo^, 1. 9, p. 64. 

52* 4. ^ott Urn sittemtlftt ^i^naUh * ^om the vibrating spout.' 
— 9. tiad 9RuIlettt, 'the milling business.' — 13. 3o|anntdtDntm$en, 

* glow-worm.' — 15. t9 Jfbe ait4 tiiefe 9RuliIe ^u breniteit an ; notice 
here, (1) the subjunctive; (2) the separable verb; (3) the expletive 
„e^,^ — 16. SBantlltaitge, 'pole,' * lever' (arranged along the wall to 
open and close the mill-race). — 26. geitttoaittlblei^e ; in Europe the 
peasantry still spin, weave and bleach their own linen. For the latter 
operation there are what we may call ** bleaching commons." — 27. 
linuber (a^v.), used instead of itber (prep.). Often, indeed, do we 
find redundant constructions such as: itber ben ^nger ^tnitber; 
aug betn ©arten ^ e r a u g ; in ben 3Ba(b ^ i n e i n, etc. 

53* 1. &ina = e^riftina. — 2. box fl^ |ln, 'to himself.' — 4. 
®Ct tUttt' . . . gefommen, ' She certainly would have considered it an 
excellent chance.' — 8. utlb ^^le^tfd K. Transl.: * I am of the 
opinion that not very much that is bad can be said of her.' — 10. 
bann mar tt., 'then the matter was dropped.' — 17. aud Vngfl . . . 
meigett ^xan, ' from dread and fear of the White Lady ' (some spectral 
apparition). — 18. ^mleget (©inlieger, S^eifa^), * lodger.' — 21. 
frolinen/ 'to do forced service,' i.e., service in socage. — 22. na$ 
iem 3a|rf ^tB ^tiU, ' after the year of Our Lord ' (lit. 'of Salvation'). 
In 1848 many European states made efforts, more or less vigorous 
and determined, to establish constitutional governments and to do 
away with the abuses still remaining from feudal times. 

54* 5. flit )lif fta^' (coUoq.), 'good for nothing.' — 9. ^oljflol, 
'mUl-race.' —27. m^txaxti%, 'strangely.' 

55* 19. ebftt tf^t tli^t mar, 'chanced to be very thick.' — 26. 

eln nertettfeltrr @ebaitfe, ' a deuce of a thought.' 

56« 16. al0 aitf benfelBeit/ ' when in response to the same.' — 19. 
9Ra^* . . . t*xmB, 'never mind.' — 24. ta b'tilt . . . Uiortien, 'great 
mischief had been going on within.' 

57* 1. 3^ ril^tfte . . . @ang, *I did not again set th« mill in 
motion. ' 
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9loliiitfott iit ber ® d^tteiberf eitf d^ett^ 

The nameeake of De Foe's liero, because of the events related. 

58* 1. tier 9la^ = SgnatiuS. When the article is used with an 
unqualified proper name, it is almost the equivalent of a demonstrative. 
Thus, bcr 3laii, i.e., the well-known N., the one everybody feels 
acquainted with. — 2. Saufntgritttbe, * farms,' * tillable lands.' — 
VlmUiaUl, * highland forest'; the ^Itn, ^Ib or Slip being the high 
pastures to which the cattle are driven during the summer months. — 
4. @inf4i4t|auff I ; translate, freely, 'hermitage.' — 7. ^au0arbfit 
as distinguished from work in the homes of their customers ; cf . Intro- 
duction, p. vii — 12. yiadfl^tm . . . eingeflaittlftt, * after I had become 
apprenticed.' — 16. dvat ^tttlttlf/ 'an hour's distance.' — 18. aitf 
melirerf, * for several.' — 22. ^it, freiU^, * who, it must be admitted.' 

59* 15. Steig' Utttl' on (dial.), 'go right ahead.' — 22. ttoUit 
mi$, * betook myself.' — 24. eiltf gilt ItWa^tnt dVit, * a well-ironed 
yard-stick.' 

60* 2. btt0 . . . ©flojj, * the dark room.' — 9. ^ muitt glttttBen, 
' He must have thought,' * Undoubtedly he was under the impression.' 
— 15. itBer tirn ©iijel, * across the hill.' — 24. mrnn rr . . . rrtoif^en, 
* when he once gets out and away he cannot be overtaken.' — 25. fo 
Hie I lange 9Wf * s^^h very long legs ' ; tjtel, in the sense of * very ' is 
dialectical : Dtcl fd^bn, Did fcin, etc. — 28. Bf HOr . . . tttfftf tt, * before 
we commenced our work in the homes of customers.' Cf. Intro- 
duction, p. vii. 

61» 3. mie . . • ^Uinbod, Mike a pursued wild goat' or 'like a 
deer.' — 7. ff^toer Hfrf^lagflt, 'fastened solidly.' — 8. @in ^H^ntu 
tier 2C. ; an allusion to the prevalent notion that only persons of a 
delicate, weak constitution, unsuitable for other vocations, take to 
tailoring. — - |a(t aOeUieil, 'nevertheless,' 'after all.' — 19. ^tutt 
fam'd . . . an, Mt just about depended on this.' 

6d» 3. toad • . • toare, 'what about the [customary] dumpling 
soup.' — 14. ^aliiertiitte, * paper sack,' 'cornucopia.' — 16. an tieneu 
jurittteln, 'to question which,' etc. — 25. fein^tetn; i.e., to make 
fire. — 27. in einem • . • f&inttl, ' in the oddest, most unsuspected 
spot. ' 

63. 18. fo Hiel tatife, fo biel Sinne ; proverb. — 19. 9imn9, 
' paper rolled together for a lighter.' 
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64* 1- Sfttte aOer ^taitbr, *all sorts and conditionB of men.' — 
15. gBet ttltt ; supply * I wonder.' — 26. 3itgef4ltittflied, ' cut, ready 
for sewing.' 

65* 5. finer mrtlted S^tdlritd, 'one of my sign (profession)'; as 
in JiUiua Caesar (Act I, 1), . . . 

You ought not walk 
Upon a labouring-day without the sign 
Of your profession. 

— 7. S^e^irrfftloi, * puzzle-lock.' — 20. too et . . . flrift . . . S^tB, 
^ what, I wonder, has become of this scamp of a fellow.' — 21. aHe^ 
iDfU . . . %XtVsCS^\ * he is constantly longing to get away from home.' — 
am €nti% 'perhaps.' — 27. 3eW mttdjf^ mix ntidtd vxt%t, 'Now I 

care no more.' 

66* 14. 8(4ttettiercoitra0f (pron. — coorahzh'e). The proverb in 
question is : ©c^neibetcoutage ift $af encourage. 

67« 2. 3ur 9lf Its uttb ttX^tt^tdnXL^, ' for the awakening of con- 
trition and repentance.' Notice this use of the hyphen to make 
sevefral compounds in succession, when one component part is common 
to them all. — 9. ^afetmeut for ©actament ; used as an oath. — 10. 
Hx... Wtttterli*, ' 'Twas awful to hear.' — 20. nafttf^tofenH @tttnb% 

* during the sleeping hours.' — 27. (intatt, 'backwards.' 
68* 12. maleflj/ confounded.' —17. ®an=®regotiuS, 'Gregory.' 
69* 1. fam . . . nXi\, 'had no chance,' etc. — 5. bolt Uiegeit . . . 
allfmat 'because of this disgraceful quarreling, every time.' — 9. 
Itellfltf, 'puffed.' — 16. eilt . . . ©ttij^ 'some few books.' — 18. 
Sflletrifitf (belles-lettres), * literature.' — 20. f^rofoi, 'provost,' 
' bailiff ' ; the officer who has disciplinary powers, such as the provost 
of a college. Cf . the expression : 2)er ©tubent i^t ^rof of[enbrot, ' the 
student is in the lock-up.' — 28. tlitf bieffd &1t|er|te 7t,, 'I am not 
yet reduced to this extreme.' 

70* 4. %^nt mix . . . ff^itfrtt (dial.), *Let the Sfiuerin send some 
one up here.' For tOflt cf. note to 1. 18, p. 18. — 15. f^ofl, ' message.' 

— 23. 3attfe; cf. note to 1. 4, p. 36. 

71» 6. ^iritW (dial.) = 2)tme, aRftbd^en. — 14. @ar itit = ©at 
ttid^t. — toegeit mad = iDegtoegen. All these dialectical variations 
from standard book-German are important from a linguistic point of 
view. They represent Austro-Bavarian and South-German collo- 
quialisms. — 16. ^0$ ^tr fiaitb'd Be ffer ait tt., ' But it would become 
you better to act differently.' 
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72* 7. SJRarie^rn ; used as a term ( ' endearment. — 13. ^u fiapp 
(2affc), * You fop.' — 16. ba ; redundant. — 24. 3^ mtn\ . . ttttllttft, 
* I shall see to it that you do not get out to-day. ' 

73* ' 6. Sttften, usually ©tift. — 16. Offeit mor . . . ^ngelit, * it 
stood wide open.' — %tigel, ' hinge: ' — 27. ^tmxatlfixauUn, * dough- 
nuts.' 



^Id i4 bad etfte mal ^omdbie f^pielte. 

This sketch has already been mentioned and characterized. Cf. note to 
selection V. 

75* Pronounce ^omo^t^e, in four syllables ; just like XxaqnUe, 
gami'(i=e ; but ©gmpat^ie', ©gmmetrie', 3Jiarie', etc. In the latter 
(French accentuation) type the Latin -ia = ic, long i. — 3. ^riegs 
(a^; a town near Eosegger's native hamlet. — 7. t^atitxtnhtx 
S^nettier^ * tailor out of work.' — 9. ^olitx; celebrated as actor, 
author and reader of Shakespearean dramas. Died February 12, 1880. 

— 10. angefel^t * selected to be put on the stage.' — 11. foOtett . . . 
geBeit, 'were to act,' etc. — 14. ©egeiftetttno (gen. case). — guB . . . 
tiaranf, 'I promised to accept the r61e.' — 19. ^pit^xnttn (aitfftt, 
'run the gantlet, or gantlope '; cf. Webster on this word. — 21. auBs 
lalten, hliden ; (infinitives used as imperatives). 

76* 4. Oui, monsieur, 'Yes, sir.' — 9. A sept heures, ' At seven 
o'clock.' — 11. Eh bien, * Very well.' — 13. 8tattbot)en, ' barn-loft.' — 
20, ^dtltgdfrone ; evidently the remnant of some former ^unftperiobe. 

— 24. ©in tiamalett (bama(g) . . . getoefeu ; another allusion to the 
status of tailors. Cf. note to 1. 8, p. 61. The import of the remark 
is : But how could I be blamed for having my misgivings, seeing I 
was a tailor? — 25. Jlle ^^Ottltffetl^ * curtain,' ' scenes.' — S^lagtDOrt, 
'catch- word,' 'cue.' 

77* 3. ©infagcr (Fr. soyffleur), 'prompter.' —6. i^ lersBte^ettf tB 
na^, 'I made a desperate attempt at repeating it.' — 8. tlOtt bet Seller 
(roeg), ' thoroughly committed.' — 11. ,,Qaht ttun," etc., the beginning 
of Goethe's masterpiece. — 16. ®ttt tiatlOtl^ 'Nothing more of that.' 

— 19. gandiorg = So^ann ©corg. — 22. IRegiffeur (pronounce as in 
French), 'manager.' — 26. mareit mit tltei tt., *we three were ad- 
vertised on the bill-boards.' 
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78* 9. genet ^forter, * A certain clergyman.' — 18. fftt^tnUnitn, 
'critics,' * reviewers.' — 22. S3a)ier/ *l)arber,' 'village doctor.' — 27. 
liebaugeltett mit tinanhtx, * ogled each other.' 

79* 2. genittljlen, * ablest,' *most talented.' — 6. {latltl . . . offen, 
' tickets were on sale.' — 7. mettter innettt . . . (&ntt (abs. constr.), 
* there being no end to my torture of soul.' — 13. meinet . . . %XtU 
fllte^tttlg^ *when I was declared unsuited to enter the army.' 
Rosegger has a graphic picture of the drafting scene in „S3Ubd^en, 
roirft cin Siefrut !" WaJdheimai, vol. 2, pp. 195, 196. — 17. geflelfe 
x6f% eitlf ^let me confess it.' 

80* 1. «tt* fp Utel, *The same to you.' — 21. lungete ift . . . 
^tXXLVX, ^ I shall stroll about in the land.' 

81* 2. ^^)^\tXi^xtXiSl^ Herfaumt, 'missed the tattoo.' — 9. Bon 
jcmr, etc., 'Good day, sir, good day, come hither, come hither.' — 
12. OU voiLS Ues, etc. , ' Where have you kept yourself so long ? ' — 17. 
^algen^umorf * desperate humor.' — This paragraph presents a neat 
illustration of the composite character of the German vocabulary: 
%niit\^tn, 'dressing'; fo toentg %Xil\t\^tntti, 'so little that was 
attractive'; ))ad ^at)Ott)te|ett, 'the running away|; Dorjteliett, 
'prefer.' The list of derivatives from jic^en, 'to draw,' could, of 
course, be swelled almost indefinitely. — 20. \s\t ^ertf^aftettf here, 
'the audience.' — 24. tOad W ^lettlung attbelangt, 'as for my 
clothes,' etc.; i.e., I, the §err ©orporal, had a composite uniform. 

83» 1. JU 6$an)iett ma^etttl, 'discrediting,' 'giving the lie to.' 

— 15. aitf . . . fti^ett)!, ' seated on a beam ' (the barn had been trans- 
formed into a temple of the muses). Here, again, an excellent 
opportunity is afforded to study the conservative elements in dialects. 
^ramBaunt/ from Middle High German drdim or trdim, 'beam.' 
The word has passed entirely from the modern High German, but 
Rosegger's surroundings still preserve it. Cf. with what has been 
said in note to 1. 18, p. 18. — 21. Pauvre ami, 'Poor fellow.' — 23. 
im8ti4, 'hi the lurch.' — 28. in otten ^ail^Iatten, translate 'into 
every rafter,' ' through the whole house.' 

83* 5. Iiorieren, ' obey.' — 6. ^iele (cf. Engl. deaU&ble), ' floor.' 

— 16. Dieu, Dieu ! etc., ' Good Heavens ! Where is our friend ? ' — 
17. Notice the play on the word butd^gef alien. 
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INTERNATIONAL MODERN LANOUAOB SERIEa 

See also the Announcements. 

An Introduction to the French Language. 

A Practical Grammar with Exercises. By Alphonse N. van Daell. 
Professor of Modem Languages in the Massachusetts Institute oi 
Technology, formerly Director of Modem Languages in the Boston 
Public Schools. 12mo. Cloth, xxvii + 229 pages. Mailing price, 
^1.10; for introduction, $1.00. 

npHIS is a complete first year book, compact and concise and 

yet full enough to be accurate and thorough. It is in two 

Parts : Part L consists of exercises and refers constantly to Part 

11. which is a brief French grammar. 

The book is truly practical, that is, it is based upon connected 
language, and it provides reference to a connected statement of 
grammatical rules. The particular attention of instructors is 
invited to this feature, not to be found in other books. 

The method of the book permits the introduction of conversa- 
tional exercises at any stage of the course. 

The exercises are interesting in themselves. Besides this, they 
are ^French in substance as well as in form. 

This introduction can be used with any reader or set of read« 
ing books. 

The long experience of the author has been ably supplemented 
by the criticisms of eminent scholars and successful teachers. 

For the elementary courses in colleges, seminaries, academies, 
and high schools it is believed to possess peculiar excellences. 



Theodore Henckels, Professor 
of French in Middlehwry College^ 
Vt,: I have decided to intro- 
duce the work into my beginner's 
class. 

H. Levi, Instructor in French in 
the University of Michigan : I shall 
not hesitate to introduce it at once 
into my class. 

G. H. L. N. Bernard, Instructor 
in Modem Languages, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Boston: I 
firmly believe It will facilitate the 
work of both students and teachers. 

J. Oeddes, Jr.. Professor of French 



in Boston University : It is an excel- 
lent piece of work and well deserves 
the remarkable success it is having 
all over the country. 

F. W. Freebom, Master, Boston 
Latin School : The book must com- 
mend itself to those who wish to 
avail themselves of all that is best 
in modem methods of language 
teaching. 

A. de Sougemont, Professor of 
French, Adelphi Academy y Brooklyn, 
y.Y,: This work marks an Im« 
measurable advance over the exist- 
ing methods. 
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An Introduction to French Authors. 

A Reader for BegiDDers. Edited, with Notes and a Vocabolary, by A. 
N. VAN Dasll, Professor of Modem Languages in the Massachnsetts 
Institute of Technology. 12mo. Cloth, vii + 251 pages. Mailing price, 
90 cents ; for introduction , 80 cents. 

rPHIS book contains short and easy tales suitable for the class- 
room and is intended to serve as an introduction to the best 
French authors. It contains such a variety of graded material 
that the student, having read it, is prepared to undertake still 
more difficult authors. 

This Reader has a second part comprising a summary of the 
Geography of France, a short history of that country, and finally 
a chapter giving some idea of its constitution and mode of 
government. 

Madame ThSrdse. 

Par Erckmann-Ghatrian. Edited and annotated by Gbobgb W. Boi> 
LiNS, Master in the Boston Latin School. 12mo. Cloth, vi + 211 pages. 
Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

llfADAME THERilSE is the masterpiece of Erckmann- 
Ghatrian, and a masterpiece of French literature. Its clear 
and simple style, its purity of tone, its noble sentiments, its fidelity 
to history, its absorbing interest, make it especially adapted to 
young pupils who are reading their first French book. 

La Famille de Germandre. 

Par George Sand. Adapted and annotated by Augusta C. Kimball, 
Teacher in the Girls* High School, Boston. 12mo. Cloth. x4-108 
pages. Mailing price, 66 cents ; for introduction, 50 cents. 

rpHE story has been somewhat abridged for the use of schools, 
that it might not seem too formidable, and to leave room in 
courses of reading for as much variety as possible. 



Quatreuingt'Treize. 



Par Victor Hugo. Adapted for use in schools by Jambs Boiblle, B.A. 
(Univ. Gall.), Senior French Master in Dulwich College, England. 
Bevised for use in American Schools. 12mo. Cloth, viii + 216 pages. 
Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

TT is believed that this edition of this master-piece of French 

literature, well-known the world over, will be found in every 

way excellent. 
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Andromaque. 



Par Racine. (Tezte de 1697.) Edited by Ferdinand B6ghxr, Pro- 
fessor of Modem Langnages, Harvard University. 12mo. Paper, 
il + 76 pages. Mailing price, 25 cents ; for introductioD, 20 cents. 



De r Institution des Enfans. 



Par Montaigne. (Texte original de 1580.) Edited by Professor F. 
BdcHEB. 12mo. Paper, iv + 26 jMiges. Mailing price, 25 cents ; for 
introduction, 20 cents. 



Le Misantrope. 



Par Moli^re. (Tezte de 1667.) Edited by Professor F. B6chbr. 12mo. 
Paper. 93 pages. Mailing price, 25 cents ; for introduction, 20 cents. 



Lee Dayis Lodge. Prof, of the 
French Language and Literature, 
Columbian University , Washington, 
D.C.: Especially must I commend 
in the highest terms your plan of 
publishing the original texts of the 



great masterpieces of French litera- 
ture. This is a great aid to every 
professor who is striving to inspire 
his classes with an enthusiasm for 
advanced philological work and the 
critical study of literature. 



Extraits de la Ciianson de Roland, 

arec une Iniroduciion Littiraire, des Observations Grammatieales, 
des Notes, et un Glossaire Comptet. 

Pay Gaston Paris. Membre de PInstitut. Quatrifeme Edition. Revue 
et corrigee par TAuteur. 12mo. Cloth. xl + 160 pages. Mailing price, 
70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

Les Precieuses Ridicules. 

Par Moli^re. Edited with Introduction, Notes and Vocabulary, by Mar- 
shall W. Davis of the Roxbury Latin School, Boston. 12mo. Cloth. 
Ixxvi + 162 pages. Mailing price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

AS an introduction to Moli^re and the century in which he 

lived, there is probably nothing better than Les Precieuses 

Ridicules. The introductory matter contains a biographical 

sketch of Molifere, a bibliography and selections from the critical 

estimates of Molifere by Goethe and Sainte-Beuve. 

L'Auare. 

Par Molifere. With Introduction, Notes compiled from the best sources, 
and a Complete Vocabulary. 12mo. Cloth, xxi + 140 pages. Mailing 
price, 65 cents ; for introduction, 56 cents. 
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A Scientific French Reader. 

Edited, with Introduction, Notes, and Vocabulary, by A. W. Hbbdleb, 
late Instructor in Modem Languages, College of New Jersey. 12mo. 
Cloth. X + 186 pages. Illustrated. Mailing price, 85 cents ; for intro- 
duction, 75 cents. 

npHE purpose of this book is to enable the student to acquire 

some general familiarity with French technical terms and 

style. The selections bear chiefly on electricity, mechanics, 

physics, chemistry, and their industrial applications. The copious 

Vocabulary contains definitions of difficult terms met with in 

the text. 

Popular Science. French Prose. 

Edited and annotated by Jules Luquiens, Professor of Modem 
Languages in Yale University. 12mo. 252 pages. Mailing price, 
70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

rpmS book aims to provide material for imparting the habit of 
careful reading, and a vocabulary of scientific literature. 

Places and Peoples. French Prose. 

Edited and annotated by Jules Luquiens, Professor of Modem 
Languages in Yale University. 12mo. Cloth. 213 pages. Mailing 
price, 86 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

rPHIS volume contains seven pieces of a descriptive character. 

The subjects selected, as well as the manner in which they 

are treated, make the book a suitable one for college, and in 

general for advanced students. 

La Prise de La Bastille. French Prose. 

Par J. Michelet. Edited and annotated by Jules Luquiens, Professor 
of Modem Languages in Yale University. 12mo. Paper. 55 pages. 
Mailing price, 25 cents ; for introduction, 20 cents. 

rpms selection is condensed from Michelet's "History of the 

French Revolution." 

La Giggle Chez les Fourmis. comedie en un acte. 

Par MM. Ernest Legouvd et Eugene Labiche. With English Notes by 
Alphonse N. van Daell, Professor of Modem Languages in the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 12mo. Paper. 37 pages. 
Mailing price, 26 cents ; for introduction, 20 cents. 

nnmS play is a bright and sparkling little comedy, and not 

difficult even for young pupils. 
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Contemporary French Writers. 

Edited and annotated by Bosine Mbllb, Teacher of French in Ogontz 
School for Young Ladies, Ogontz, Pa. 12mo. xvi + 212 pages. Mailing 
price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

Tl/TANY students of the French language who are familiar with 
the prose of ordinary writers, or capable of reading their 
works, find themselves at sea when they open the books of the 
men who are now directing the thought and shaping the literature 
of France. This book should be a welcome aid to this class of 
students. It is the first attempt, so far as we know, to fill the 
want that has been felt. 

The volume contains selections from the French writers of the 
second part of the nineteenth century, and is accompanied with 
literary notices, and historical, geographical, etymological, gram- 
matical, and explanatory notes. 

Morceaux Choisis d'Alphonse Daudet 

Edited and annotated by Frank W. Freeborn, Master in the Boston 
Latin School. 12mo. Cloth, ix + 227 pages. Mailing price, 86 cents ; 
for introduction, 75 cents. 

rpmS book is issued to supply a more extended course of reading 
from Daudet than is now published in any one text-book, to 
furnish a more harmonious and agreeable series of extracts, and 
to provide the learner with such explanations of the author's many 
historical, biographical, and literary allusions as will make the 
brilliancy of his style better appreciated. A large part of the text 
has never before been prepared for school use, and yet it is taken 
from his best known and most characteristic books. In addition, 
M. Daudet has supplied a new sketch, especially prepared for this 
work, and has kindly aided the editor by valuable explanations of 
certain phrases and allusions. 



A. P. Montague, Professor of 
Latin in Columbian University, 
Washington f D.C.: The selections 
are in the best taste, and admirable 
exponents of the author's style ; the 
notes are scholarly, helpful, and 
accurate. 



L. Oscar Euhns, Prof, of Romance 
Languages, Wesleyan University, 
Middletown, Conn. : The typography 
and book-work has pleased me very 
much. . . . Daudet needs no com- 
mendation. I have been very fond 
of him, and hope to use your edition. 
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Extraits Choisis de Paul Bourget 

Edited and annotated by Professor A. N. van Dabll of the Massa- 
chasetts Institute of Technology. 12mo. Cioth xvi+196 pages. 
Mailing price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

rpHE recent visit of Paul Bourget to this country has naturally 
attracted a great deal of attention to this eminent French 
writer. He kindly assisted Professor van Daell in the preparation 
of this book, having furnished the charming autobiography which 
precedes the other selections. A bibliography of Bourget's works 
and a list of some notable criticisms which they have called forth 
will be found after the introduction. 

Difficult Modern French. 

Extraits Choisis parmi les plus Difficiles de la Litt^rature Modeme. 
Edited by Albert Leune. 12mo. Cloth, vi + 164 pages. Mailing 
price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

TN most- of the books published in French every difficulty is 
explained, so that the advanced pupil finds little upon which to 
exercise his ingenuity, and to put into practice what he has 
learned. The editor believes that a book containing professedly 
difficult passages will be welcomed by a great many teachers who 
wish to give their students something to do. It will also be found 
that the difficult passages of this book are representative of some 
of the best authors in the modern French Literature. 

Alfred de MuSSet Sefect/ons from his Poetry and Comedies, 

Edited with an Introduction and Notes by L. Oscar Kuhns, Professor 
of Romance Languages in Wesleyan University. 12mo. Cloth, 
xxxvii + 282 pages. Mailing price, 90 cents ; for introduction, 80 cents. 

T^HE aim of this book is to aid the student of French literature 
to form a just estimate of Alfred de Musset as a man and 
poet. It is not primarily designed as a text for the acquisition of 
a vocabulary or as affording material for drill in the elements of 
the language. Hence the notes are entirely of a literary and his- 
torical character. The selections, with two exceptions, are com- 
plete in themselves, and represent the yery best of Musset's work 
in those branches of literature in which he excelled. 
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Le Nabab. 

Par Alphonse Daudet. Abridged and annotated, with an Introduction 
by BENJAMiic W. Wells, Professor of Modem Languages in the Uni- 
versity of the South, zxvi + 204 pages. 12mo. Cloth. Mailing price, 
85 cents ; for introduction, 76 cents. 

"TJAUDET is typical of the best in the naturalistic movement in 
modern French literature, and "Le Nabab" is most typical 
of his second and strongest manner. Almost all the striking 
passages and episodes of the original work are retained, while 
maintaining aesthetic proportion and rhetorical relief. This has 
been done wholly in the author's own words. A critical intro- 
duction on the nature and evolution of Daudet's genius, on his 
methods of composition and individuality of style will hplp to 
make the study of this masterpiece valuable in the education of 
literary taste in the last year of a high school or the early part 
of a college course. 

Selected Essays from Sainte-Beuve. 

Edited, with Introduction, Bibliography, and Notes, by John R. 
Effingeb, Jr., Instructor in French in the University of Michigan. 
12mo. Cloth, xii + 118 pages. Mailing price, 55 cents ; for introduc- 
tion, 50 cents. 

Q AINTE-BEUVE occupies an interesting place in the literary 

history of the century. 

His literary studies, the Causeries, are essays which average 
about twenty pages in length, and their subjects cover the whole 
field of French literature. He has succeeded in these articles in 
writing a series of descriptions of people, which are unparalleled 
in their accuracy. His judgments are almost always trustworthy 
and unbiased. 

It is not wonderful that the published volumes of his essays were 
widely read outside of France. No such array of critical writing 
can be found in any language, and without exaggeration he may 
be considered the greatest literary critic that the world has seen. 

La Princesse de Cleves. 

Par Mme. de La Fayette. Edited by Benjamin F. Slbdd and Hen- 
DREN Gorrell, Profcssors in Wake Forest College, N.C. 12mo. Cloth, 
pages. Mailing price, ; for introduction, 
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Wissensohaftliohe Vortrage. 

Yon Emil Du Bois-Beymond. Edited with Notes and Introduction by 
J. H, GoBB, Professor of Mathematics (formerly of €rerman) in the 
Columbian University. 12mo. Cloth, vii + 112 pages. Mailing price, 
55 cents ; for introduction, 50 cents. 

TT may be safely said that no other modern scholar covers such 

a wide range of science as is embraced in the lectures of Du 

Bois-Reymond, and certainly no one is his equal in presenting 

such topics in a fascinating manner. The lectures included in 

this book are accompanied by full lexical and explanatory notes ; 

the latter in many cases serving to advance the student in his 

scientific studies. 

Geschichten aus der Tonne, 

Von Theodor Storm. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by C. F. 
Bbusie, Associate Principal of Mt. Pleasant Military Academy, Sing 
Sing, N. Y. 12mo. Cloth, xii + 127 pages. Mailing price, 65 cents ; 
for introduction, 60 cents. 

npHESE three short stories by Theodor Storm are marked by all 

of that peculiar charm that belongs to his prose. 

A Preparatory German Reader. 

With Notes and Vocabulary. Prepared for beginners by C. L. van 
Daell. 12mo. Cloth, iv + 136 pages. Mailing price, 45 cents ; for 
introduction, 40 cents. 

nnHE prose in this Reader is supplemented with some choice 

of selections from the simplest and best lyric poems. 

German and English Sounds. 

By C. H. Grandobnt, Director of Modem Language Instruction in 
the Boston Public Schools. Illustrated. 12mo. Cloth, vi + ^ pages. 
Mailing price, 65 cents ; for introduction, 50 cents. 



Dietegen. 



Novelle von Gottfried Keller. With introduction and notes by Gustav 
Gbubnbb, Assistant Professor of German in Yale University. 12mo. 
Cloth, vi + 75 pages. Mailing price, 40 cents; for introduction, 35 
cents. 

rpHIS story, besides possessing much literary merit, is well 
adapted for cla^s-room work because of its powerful plot, its 
idiomatic style, and its extensive vocabulary. 
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Soil und Haben. 

Von Gustav Freyta^. Edited and annotated by Ida W. Bultmann, late 
Teacher of German in the Free Academy, Norwich, Conn. 12mo. Cloth. 
vi + 220 pages. Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

Q.USTAV FREYTAG is one of the foremost writers of Germany 

at the present time, and his Soil und Haben seems an ideal 

book for the class-room. 



Burg Neideck. 



Von Wilhelm Heinrich Riehl. With Introduction and Notes, by Charles 
BuNDY Wilson, Professor of German Language and Literature in the 
State University of Iowa. 12nio. Paper, xix + 86 pages. Mailing 
price, 35 cents; for introduction, oO cents. 

TJIEHL is deservedly popular ; his writings are remarkably pure 
in tone and character, and may be used in mixed classes. 
This story is one of his best and most keenly interesting. 

The book is eminently suitable for use in the first or second 
year and is an admirable text for sight reading even, at a later 
stage. 



Brigitt 



a. 



tes by t 
GoBB, Professor of Mathetnatics (formerly of German) in the Columbian 
University. 12mo. Cloth, viii +115 pages. Mailing price, 65 cents ; 
for introduction^ 50 cents. 

yPHIS edition has been prepared with a conviction founded on 
actual experience that Brigitta is unparalleled for sight reading 
or regular work for a less advanced class. Certain descriptive 
portions of the original text have been omitted, but nothing in 
the way of connective matter has been added. 

Die Erhebung Europas gegen Napoleon I. 

Von Heinrich von Sybel. Edited with notes by A. B. Nichols, In- 
structor in German m Harvard University. 12mo. Cloth. x-|-126 
pages. Mailing price, 66 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

rPHE immediate object of the editor has been to supply suitable 
material for rapid reading in the second or third year ; also 
to encourage intelligent, rapid reading, rather than a minute study 
of the text. 
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A Scientific German Reader, 

Edited and annotated by G. Thbodobb Dippold, Associate Professor 
of Modem Lananiages in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
12mo. Cloth. Illustrated. y + 322 pages. Mailing price, Sl.OO; for 
introduction y 90 cents. 

A MONG the distinguishing features of this book may be men- 
tioned : (1) The copious notes referring to grammatical, 
technical, and biographical matters. (2) The illustration of the 
text with numerous drawings. (3) Exercises for translation from 
English into Grerman, based on the preceding Grerman text. 

Selections from Rosegger's " Waldtieimat" 

Edited with Introduction and Notes by Laurence Fosslbb, Professor 
of Germanic Languages in the University of Nebraska. 12mo. Cloth, 
z + 103 pages. Mailing price, 56 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

rPHE editor has sought to make accessible a writer who is widely 
and most favorably known as a genuine poet. Li the " Wald- 
heimat " Rosegger recounts, practically, his own life and experi- 
ences in the native mountain home. There is an exquisite charm 
both in the diction and the contents of these Alpine sketches. 

Doktor Luther 

Von Gustav Freytag. Edited with Notes and Introduction by Frank 
P. Goodrich, Professor of the German Language and Literature in 
Williams College. 12mo. Cloth, xv + 177 pages. Mailing price, 70 
cents; for introduction, 60 cents. 

■pREYTAG'S position in German literature makes it needless to 
say anything as to the excellence of the language and style 
of this book. 

Emilia Galotti. 



Von Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. Edited with Introduction and Notes 
by Max Poll, instructor in German in Harvard University. 12mo. 
Cloth, xlvi + 131 pages. Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, (K) 
cents. 

npHE action of this, the first real tragedy in German literature, 

will certainly rouse the interest of the reader and hold it to 

the very end. The style is clear and almost epigrammatic, so 

that the drama can be read advantageously by college students in 

their second year. 
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Collar's Shorter Eysenbaoh. 



Eysenbach's Practical German Grammar. Revised and la^^ely rewrit- 
ten, with Notes to the exercises and Vocabularies, by William C. 
Collar, Head-Master of the Roxbary Latin School. Revised by Claba 
8. Curtis. 12mo. Cloth, xviii + 242 pages. Mailing price, $1.10; for 
introduction, $1.00. 
A CALL has arisen for a book embodying the same plan and 
aim as Eysenbach's Practical German Grammar, but shorter 
and easier. The Shorter Eysenbach has been carefully prepared 
to meet such cases. Vocabularies and exercises have been 



curtailed. Some less important topics have been omitted, 
book can be easily handled in a year. 



This 



0. B. Viles, Instnuitor in Modem 
Languages, Polytechnic Institute, 
WorcestCTf Mass, : In the hands of 
an intelligent master of that method, 
the book will accomplish grand re- 
sults. 

A. G. Crowell. Assistant Professor 
of Germanic Langrmge and Literor- 
twre, Brown University : I have been 
a believer in the Eysenbach method 
ever since the first of my teaching. 

Hugo Schmidt, Teadier of Ger- 
man, English and Classical School, 
West Newton, Mass, : I am greatly 
pleased with it. I am already using it. 

German Lessons. 



James lUlioney, Instructorl in 
Germxin, English High School, Bos- 
ton: It will be especially valuable 
with young pupils. 

J. W. Biedeman, Professor of 
Modem Languages, University of 
the Pacific : I am 8o| favorably im- 
pressed with it that I have re- 
solved to use it in my beginning 
classes. 

H. H. HcHahon, Superintendent 
qf Schools, Green Bay, Wis, : We 
are using Collar's Shorter Eysen- 
bach, and it has proved very satis- 
factory. 



Bv W. C. CoLLAB, Head-Master of the Roxbury Latin School, Boston. 
EysenJ)a^h's Practical German Grammar, revised and largely re- 
written, with Notes, Selections for Reading, and Vocabularies. 12mo. 
Cloth, xxiv + 360 pages. Mailing price, $1.30; for introduction, $1.20. 

TjJYSENBACH'S Grammar was the work of one who had a 

genius for teaching. It was deficient in scientific spirit and 

method. This lack Mr. Collar was peculiarly fitted to supply. It 

is believed that the German Lessons harmonizes in a practical way 

the " natural " and the " scientific " methods. 



English into German. 



The English Exercises from Collar's Eysenbach's German Lessons. 
12mo. Paper. 51 pages. Mailing price, 30 cents; for introduction, 
25 cents. 
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An Elementary German Reader. 

Edited, with Introduction, Notes, and Vocabulary by O. B. Super, Pro- 
fessor of Modern Languages, Dickinson College. 12mo. Cloth, 
pages. Mailing price, ; for introduction, 

npHIS book is planned especially for beginners and with a view 
to provide a larger amount of easy and interesting reading 
matter than is usually contained in books of this class. It differs 
from other German readers in containing easy selections only. 
The first fifteen pages are devoted to brief anecdotes, provided 
with footnotes, so arranged that the pupil may begin reading 
almost simultaneously with the study of the grammar. Next 
follow forty pages of anecdotes and tales of various kinds, 
followed by six historical selections, covering twenty pages and 
relating to some of Germany's greatest men. Following these 
are twenty easy poems, making, in all, ninety pages of text. 

The book is furnished with Notes and a full Vocabulary, mak- 
ing it an ideal book for beginners. 

German Orthography and Phonology. 

By Gbobgb Hbmpl, Junior Professor of English in the University of 
Michigan. 12mo. Cloth. pages. Mailing price, ; for intro- 

duction. 

Part I. presents a systematic treatment of the German Alpha- 
bet, German Spelling, Pronunciation, and the elements of Pho- 
netics, including Sentence-Stress as well as Word-Stress. 

Part II. consists of an extensive Word-list, which includes the 
words in the Prussian, Bavarian, and Wilrtemburg speUing-books, 
and many others that would offer special difficulty. 

This book is Part I of HempPs German Grammar. 

German Exercises. 

By J. Fbbdebick Stein, Instructor of German in the Boston High 
Schools. 12mo. Cloth. 118 pages. Mailing price, 46 cents; for in- 
troduction, 40 cents. 

rrmS, the first and only book of its kind in German, is based on 

the reproduction plan, like Collar and Daniell's Beginner's 

Latin Book, It is designed as supplementary to any good grammar 

or « Lessons," and will answer as a first reader in German. 
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This bow^khouldi^lbe 




This bodV^ 'should <1be re 
the Library on or before the 
stamped below. 

AJtee of five cents a day is incuif^d 
by ^t^iing it beyond the speoiMed 
timft^.;;'"* 

Bleaae return promptly. 
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